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VL Aeccount of foveral Lunar Iris. By Marmaduke Tunftall,
Efg. F. R. S..in. Two Letters to. Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart.
P.R. S

Read May 30, 1782, and January 23, 1783

TO SIR JOSEPH BANKS, BART. P R. S,

DEAR SIR,

it might probably be vifible only at a fmall diftance. It was

an-Iris lunaris,. or- Lunar rainbow,. in tolerable diftin&t colours, .
fimilar to-a folar one, but more faint;.the orange colour:

feemed to predominate. I was unfortunately not a fpectator
myfelf;. butcan fufficiently rely on the authority,. as a. clergy~-

man in my houfe, and fome fervants, on whom I can depend, .
‘obferved it for near a quarter of an hour.. It happened at full.
moon, at which time alone they are faid to have been always-

feen. Though arisToTLE is faid to have obferved two, and

fome others have been feen by sveLLivs, &c. I can only find’
two defcribed with any accuracy; wviz. one by pLoT, 1 his:
Hiftory of Oxfordfhire, feen by him in 1675, though without-
colours; the other feen by a Derbyfhire gentleman at Glapwell’
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a S Iam ever happy to-feize on-any opportunity to exprefs-
9\ my regard to yourfelf, and:my attention to the Royal:.
: Socnety, I cannot omit this eccafion of acquainting you of:
rather-an unufual phenomenon feen here on Friday. night laft,.
the z5th of February,. between feven and eight,. efpecially as-
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near Chefterfield, defcribed by THOREsBY, and inferted in N°
331. of the Philofophical Tranfa&ions : this was about Chrift-
mas, 1710, and faid to have had all the colours of the Iris
Jolaris. 'The night was windy, and though there was then a.
drizzling rain and dark cloud, in.which the rainbow was re-
fledted : it proved afterwards a'light froft. ‘That this very
imperfe& account, though it may be ftritly relied on, may
give any fatisfation to you, or the gentlemen of the Socicty,
would be the occafion of great pleafure to

DEAR SIR, your:much obliged,. &e,

Wycliffe near Greta Bridge, Yorkfhire,
March 1, 1782.-

'The particular circumftance, which appeared extraordinary-
to THORESBY, of the bow being nearly equal in fize to that of’
the folar one, feemed to be verified by this, as the extent ap-
peared neatly. of the fame dimenfions.. The wind. was. at:
fouth-weft.

DEAR SIR, Wycliffe, O&. 23, 1782, -

I 'TROUBLED you early in fpring’ with an account of'a:
rather fingular. phenomenon, feen here on the 27th-of Fe--
b‘ruar‘j’r,, between feven and eight o’clock, viz. a Junar Iris with.
prifmatic colours. Since that I have feen two more here; one-
July the 3oth, about eleven o’clock, which lafted about a-
quarter of an hour, without colours;.the laft, the caufe of
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my troubling you with this, was on Friday the 18th inftant,
perhaps the moft extraord1mry one of the kind ever feen, and
of which I was myfelf a fpetator for moft of its duration,
as were many in my houfe and neighbourheod. It was firft
vifible about nine o’clock, and continued, though with very
different degrees of ‘brilliancy, till paft two. = At firft, though
a {trongly marked bow, it was without colours but afterwards
they were very confpicuous and vivid in the fame form as in the
folar, though fainter; the red, green, and purple, were moft
diftinguithable. About twelve it was the mofk {plendid in ap-
pearance ; its arc was confiderably a {maller fegment of a circle
than a felar; its fouth-eaft limb firft began to fail, and a confi-
derable time before its final extinétion; the wind was very
high, nearly due weft, moft ‘part of the time, accompanied
with a drizzling rain. It is a fingular circumf{tance, that three
of thefe phenomena fhould have been feen in {o fhort a time in
one place, as they have been efteemed ever fince the time of
ARISTOTLE, who is faid to have been the firft obferver of
them, and faw only two in fifty years, and fince by prot and
THORESBY, almoft the only two Englith anthors who have
{poke of them, to be exceeding rare. © They feem evidently to
be occafioned by a refration in a cloud or turbid atmofphere,
and in general indications of ftormy and rainy weather, fo bad
a feafon as the late fummer having, I believe, feldom occurred
in England. THORESBY, indeed, fays, the one he obferved
was fucceeded by feveral days of fine ferene weather.

One particular, rather fingular, in the fecond, wiz. of
July the 3oth, was its being fix hyo after the full of
the moon, and the lafi, though of {o long a.duration, was
three days before the full; that of the 24th of February was.

exaltly
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exa&tly at the full, which ufed to be judged the only time
they could be feen, though in the Encyclopedie there is an
account that WEIDLER obferved one in 1719, in the firft
quarter of the moon, with faint colours, and in very calm
weather.

No lunar Iris, I ever heard or read of, lafted near fo long as-
that on the 18th inftant,. either with oi. without colours.




