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XIX. An Account of a 8tag’s Head and Horns, found at Alport,
in 'the Parifb of Youlgreave, in the County of Derby. Ina
Letter from the Rev, Robert Barker, B.D. o John Jebb, M.D.
F.R.S. |

Read April 14, 1483.

ABOUT five- years ago, fome men working in a quarry of
that kind of ftone which in this part of the countr y we call
tuft *, at about five or fix feet below the furface, in a very
folid part of the rock, met with feveral fragments of the horns
and bones of one or different animals. Amongft the reft, out
of a large piece of the rock, which they got entire, there ap-

peared the tips of three or four horns, projeting a few inches

from it, and the fcapula of fome animal adhering to the outfide
of it. A friend of mine, to whom the quarry belongs, fent
the piece of the rock to me in the ftate they got it, in which I let
it remain for fome time. But fufpeQing that they might betips
of the horns of fome head enclofed in the lump, I determined
to gratify my curiofity by clearing away the flone from the
horns.  On doing which 1 found that the lump contained
a very large ftag’s head, with two_antlers upon each horn, in
very perfect prefervatmn, inclofed in it.

%1 Tuft is a fone: formed. by the depofit left by water paffing through beds
of fticks, roots, vegetables, &c, of which there is a large ftratum at Matlock,
Bath, in this county.
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354 ‘Mr. Banker's Aceount of a

Though the horns are fo much larger than thofe of any ftag
I have ever feen, yet, from the futures in the fkull apéearing‘
very diftinét in it, one would {uppofe that it was not the head
of a very old animal. 1 have one of the horns nearly entire,
and the greateft part of the ather, but fo broken in the getting
aut of the rock, that one part will not join to the other, as the
parts of the other horn do. The horns are of that fpecies
which park-keepers in this part of the country call throftle-neft
horns, from the peculiar formation of the upper part of them,
which is branched out into a number of fhort antlers which form
an hollow about large enough to contain a thrufh’s neft. Ifend
you the dimenfions of the different parts of them, compared
with the horns of the fame f{pecies of a large ftag, which have
probably hung in the place from whence I procured them two
or three or perhaps more centuries ; and with another pair of horns
of a different kind, which are terminated by one fingle pointed
antler, and which were the horns of a feven-year-old ftag,

"The river Larkell runs down the valley, and part of it falls
into the quarry where thefe horns were found, the water of
which has not the property of incrufting any bodies it pafles
through. It is thercfore probable, that the animal to which
thefe horns belonged was wafhed into the place where they
- were found, at the time of fome of thofe convulfions which
contributed to raife this part of the ifland out of the fea. Be-
fides this complete head, I have feveral pieces of horns, bones
(particularly the fcapula 1 mentloned above), and feveral ver~
tebra of the back, found'in the fame quarry’; fome, if not all,
of them probably belonging to the animal whofe head is in my
pofiethion.
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Dimenfions of the horns found at Alport.

Ft. Im,
Circumference at their infertion into the corona, . o 9%
Length of the loweft antler, . . . I 2
Length of fecond ditto, . . . o 11}
Length of third ditto, . . . 1 1}
Length of the horn, . . . 3 3%
Dimenfions of a large pair of throfile-neft borns.
Circumference at their infertion into the corona, . o ¥
Length of the loweft antler,, . . . 1 o
Length of fecond ditto, . . . o 10§
Length of third ditto, . . . o 11
Length of the horn, . . . . 2 4%
Dimenfions of the horns of a flag feven years old.
Circumference at their infertion into the corona, o ¢f
Length of the loweft antler, . . . °© 9
Length of fecond ditto, - . . o 10
Length of third ditto, . . . o 1o
Length of the horn, . o . - 2 82

Youlgreave, Jan. 23, 17835;.
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