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XXXV. Chloranthus, @ new Genus of Plants, deferibed by Olof
Swartz, M. D. Communicated by Sir Jofeph Banks, Bari.
P.R,S. |

Read June 21, 178%.

AMONG the numberlefs vegetable produ&ions that have

appeared in the Royal Garden at Kew, is the prefent.
It is already long fince this curious plant has been introduced
there as a native of China, where, we are told, the fame is cul-
tivated in the Chinefe gardens, though it feems not to have
any qualities either palatable or odoriferous, nor a beautiful
appearance.

At the firft fight of the plant, there is fome likenefs of Vif-
cum or Loranthus; and confidering the inflorefcentia, and the
infertion of the antherz, we find no lefs analogy ; though on a
nearer examination it is greatly different, and of a very intricate
conftrution. ‘

The pans I have taken to enucleate the family relation of
this hitherto unknown vegetable, have induced me, for the
fake of its fingularity, to prefent it as a new genus, of which
I think the following natural charadter may be the moft proper:

Calyx nullus; fed

Squama ovata, acuta, concava, cui germen infidens.

Corolla monopetala, dimidiata, vel '

Petalum unicum, {ubrotundum, trilobum, convexum,

lateri exteriori germinis infertum, {taminiferum, deci-
duum. ‘

Vor. LXXVIIL Fff Lobus
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360 Dr. Swartz’s Defeription of
Lobus intermedius caeteris major.
wS7am. Filamenta nulla. |
Anthere quatuor, marginibus petali longitudinaliter ac-
crete, bivalves.
Pifl. Germen oblongum, vel obovatum difforme, fquama fere
tetum, antice prominens, petaligerum.
Stylus obliquus, craffus, breviffimus, anguIatus.
Stigmata tria, minutiflima, ere&ta.
Per. Bacca oblonga, monofperma.
Semen oblongum.

From this generical defcription the eflential charater is
formed :

Calyx nullus.

Cor. Petalum trilobum lateri germinis infidens.

Antheree petalo accretz.
Bacca monofperma.

This new genus is to be placed in Tetrandria Monogynia
with flores incompleti, fuperi, next after Acwna; and amongft
the Ordines naturales 1 think it would beft take its place in
the XLVIIL 4. next after Vifcum.

To diftinguith this {pecies from others, that may be difco-
vered of the fame genus, I have adopted the nomen triviale of

Chloranthus inconfpicuus :
Its fpecific defcription is as follows :
Planta herbacea.
Caules plures ex radice, femipedales, patentes, fubereét,
ramofiufculi, teretes, glabri.
Rami oppofiti, patentes, terctes, ftriati, glabri.

Folia petiolata, decuffata, oppofita, lanceolato-ovata, mar-
gine ferrata, nervofa, venofa, f{ubfucculenta, glaberrima,
pallide viridia.

Petiol;
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Petioli breviufculi, fuperne canaliculati, glabri.
Stipulee interpetiolares, utrinque denticulis duobus mi-
nutis, membranaceae, perfiftentes.
Flores paniculati.
Panicula terminalis, erefta, fimplex,

Racemi (vel fpicee) oppofiti, decuffati, erectiufculi, fubfafti-
giati,

Flores dppoﬁti, decuflati, {effiles, folitarii, minuti, mag-
nitudine capitis aciculee, fubfucculenti, ex albido lutei.
Pollen flavum.

Stigmata albida, \
Bacca nigra, magnitudine piperis.

I have not been able to find any defcription or figure anfwere
ing to this plant in the works of the Eaft-Indian naturalifts.
I have only met with one Chinefe drawing, in the library of
Sir Joseru Banks, Bart. P. R. S. among fome others of their
garden plants, that feems to reprefent the prefent.

It is faid to be called Chu-Lan by the Chinefe ; but it ought
not to be confounded with the Tsjiulang or Camunium Chi-
nenfe of Rumphius (Herb. Amboin. 1. VIL cap. xv. and
Auluarii ejufd. cap. xLvIrL), the defeription of which feems
to correfpond in fome parts with the Chloranthus: the fir/
figure, however, on the eighteenth plate thews the plant of
RumpHIUS to be the Vitex pinnata of Linnazus.
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362 Dr. Swarrz’s Defcription, &c.

EXPLANATION oF THE PLATE, (Tab XIV.)

The plant in natural fize,

a. A part of aracemus with flowers, magnified.

b. A flower magnified, feparated from the racemus, con-
taining the piftillum, with the petalum inferted on the fide of
the germen.

¢. A petalum feparately, with its four anthere inferted on
the margins of the lobes.

d. 'The germen without the corolla. .

e. The germen when in flower, cut tranfverfely, fhewing
the rudiment of the feed. v

J+ The bacca, cut tranfverfely, with one room and feed, of
natural fize.

g. The form of the feed.
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