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VI Of an Inguinal Rupture, wath a Pin
an the Appendix Ceeci, zucrafled with
Stone ; and fome Obfervations on
Wounds ¢ the Guts; by Claudius
Amyand, Efq; Sevjeant Surgeon to His
MajesTY, and F. R. S.

OCtoéer 8, 1735. Hanvil Anderfon, a Boy, 11
Years of Age, was admitted into St. George’s Ho-
Jpital near Hyde-Park Corncr, for the Cure of a
Hernia Scrotalis, which he had had from his In-
fancy, and a Fiftula between the Scrotum and Thigh
terminating into it, which for a Month laft pat had
difcharged a great Quantity of an unkindly fort of
Matter. The Rupture was {mall, and not trouble-
fome, and Part of it could be replaced, but as it ap-
peared that the Sinuous Ulcer fprung from that Part
that could not ; fo *twas evident that the Cure of the
Fiftula depended upon the Cure of the Hernia, which
latter could be obtained by no other Operation than
that for the Bubonocele, which was agreed to, and
performed the 6th Day of “December following.

This Operation proved the moft complicated and
perplexing I ever met with, many unfufpetted Oddi-
ties and Events concurring to make it as intricate as
it proved laborious and difficult.

This Tumour, principally compofed of the Omen-
tum, was about the Bignefs of a f{mall Pippin:
In it was found the Appendix Cceci perforated by
a Pin incrufted with Stone towards the Head, the
Point of which having pcr[f})rated that Gut, gave way
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to aDifcharge of Fzces through the fiftulous Open-
ing therein, as the Portion of the Pin obturating the
Aperture in it fhifted its Situation. The Abfcefs
formed in the Hernial Bag occafionally, and the Sup-
puration for two Months laft paft from this Place out-
wardly, had knit and confounded, and, as it were,
inbodied together the Gut and Omentum with the
Hernial Bag, and thefe with the Spermatick Veflels
and the Tefticule, fo that it was as difficult to diftin-
guifh them from each other, as it was to feparate
them without wounding them; this Pin, whofe
Point was fixed in the Omentum, continually fhifting
its Situation, and occafioning a Difcharge of Fzces.
The Pin frequently lying in the way of the Kanife,,
and ftarting out of the wounded Gut, as a Shot out
of a Gun, the Inundation of Fxces upon this Occa-
fion from a Gut we could not well diftinguith, were
fo many Difficulties in the way : But the greateft yet
was, what to do with the Gut, which all this while
was unknown, and of which we could not come to
the Knowledge, till the Operation was over; for this
Appendix Cececi, which was the only Gut found in the
Rupture, was {o contraéted, carnous, duplicated, and
changed in its Figure and Subftance, that it was im-
poflible to determine what kind of Gut it was, or
to find out that it was only this Appendix elongated,
and in Difguife. '

We apprehended none of thefe Difficulties, when
we undertook this Operation, in which we proceeded
as ufinal : The Omentum lying uppermoft in the Her-
nial Bag was diffetted from the Parts it was knit to,.
and particularly the Gut it was imbodied with, and
afterwards cut off clofe to the Abdominal Mufcles

without
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without any previous Ligature, the Veflels in it being
fmall, and the Subftance of it more like a Sweet-
bread than the Caul. ‘

Much Time was fpent in this Diflettion ; we were
ftreightened for Room, and greatly difturbed by the
Difcharge of the Fxces coming out of the Gut, upon
every Motion the Pin lodged in it and the Omentum
fuffered, upon the Separation of thefe from each
other. The Gut forming a double Tube, like a
double-jointed Syphon, continuing in the Curve as it
pafled over the Tefticule and Spermaticks, was feparated
one part from the other and from the adjacent Parts, as
far as the Aperture in the Abdominal Mufcles, where
the unperforated End of it was feparated therefrom, and
thence ftretched out and unfolded, which brought in
View the Aperture made in itby the Pin hitherto con-
cealed, through which that Part of it, which was in-
crufted with Chalk, had juft made its way out upon
an occafional Preflure, as a Cork out of a Bottle. It
was the Opinion of the Phyficians and Surgeons pre-
fent, to amputate this Gut: To which End a circular
Ligature was made about the found Part of it, two
Inches above the Aperture, and this being cut off an
Inch below the Ligature, was replaced in the Abdo-
men, in fuch a Manner that an artificial Anus might
be made there, if the Patient’s Cafe fhould require it.
Afterwards fo much of the Hernial Bag as had been
detached from the Skin, the Spermaticks, ¢»c. was
cut off, which, as they appeared in a found State, were
preferved iz Situ.  The Fiftulous Opening adjoining
to the Thigh, and anfwering to the Aperture in the
Gut, was opened; fome Angles of Skin in the way
removed ; The Aperture in the Mufcles, which had

Uu2 been
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been inlarged by Incifion, was ftopped up with a
Tent; and the reft of the Drcﬁmos and the Situation
of the Patient ordercd fo, as to remove from the
Wound all fuch Preffure from within as might diturb
the Cure.

*Tis cafy to conceive that this Operation was as
painful to the Patient as laborious to me: It was a
continued Diffection, attended with Danger on Parts
not well diftinguithed : It lafted. near half an Hour,
and the Paucm bore. it with great Courage. During
it the Patient vomited 1argcly, and had feveral Stools,
but was foon compofed by half an Ounce of Diaco-
dium, and Emollient Embrocations and Fomentations,
frcqucntly applied warm on the Belly: He was
blooded, and an Emollient Carminative oily Clyfter
was ordered to be applied in the Evening; but as he
was eafy, and the Belly not Tenfe, that was omitted,
He was confined to a very {paring Dict, and his Body
kept open by Clyfters, injected every 2d Day, when
Stools were wanted, to prevent ftraining. When
drefled upon the 4.th Day after the Operanon every
thing appeared well, and we had good Keafon to
hopc for a Cure, efpecmlly as the Difcharge by the
Anus was Natural. The Tent put into the Abdominal
Aperture was not removed till the 8th. Upon the 10th
the Ligature round the Appendix Coeci, where it had
been amputated dropt off, and no Facccs followed it s
and as it was then plain. thcy had taken the. natural
Courfe, from that Time the Wound was treated like
an ordinary one, faving it was obferved to keep a
frrong and conftant Preflure over the Abdominal Aper-
ture, as well to fence againft the Intrufion of the Vif-
¢cera into the Wound, as by a ftrong Incarnation and

Cicatrix,
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Cicatrix, effe@ually to fecure the Patient againft a
Rupture. During the Time of the Cure he was con-
fined to his Bed, always kept to fparing Diet, and or-
dered never to go to Stoolbut in a Bed-pan; by thefe
means the Wound was completely healed up in lefs
than a Month, and. the Patient foon after difcharged
with a Trufs, which he was ordered to. wear fome
Time, to confirm the Cure.

That the Appendix Coeci. fhould be the only Gut
found in this Rupture, is a Cafe fingular in Praétice:
This was full of Excrements, and occaf tonally could
be diftended with an additional Quantity, which up-
on Preflure was returned into the Colon, with that
kind of Noife which Guts replaced generally give.
This had occafioned a Diminution. of the Tumour
when comprefled, before the Operation was per-
formed, as the Patient was lying backwards with his
Head downwards and an Increafe of it as he ftood
ere&t, when the Faces from the Colon could get into
it again.

The Patient does not remember, when he fwal-
lowed the Pin which had perforated the Gut within.
the Rupture. But as this Rupture was from his In-
fancy, fixed and unreducible, fo it is likely the Pin
had then made its way into the Appendix Coeci pro-
lapfed; and that an Inflammation enfuing thercon,
had occafioned an Adhefion, whereby the Increafe of
the Tumour had been checked, and the Reduétion of
the Parts prolapfed thereby, rendered impradticable.

The Surgeons who conftantly drefled the Patient
before the Operatlon, did obferve then, asthey have
fince, that the Humour difcharged formcrly at the
Fiftula, had frequently the Appcarancc, and, as they

thoughta
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thought, the Smell of Excrements, {o that there is
no Doubt that the Caufe of it was the Wound made
in the Gut, by the Pin giving way occafionally to fuch
a Difcharge. The Patient alfo perfectly remembers,
that the Impoftumation or Gathering preceding the
fitulous Difcharge was attended with very little Pain,
or much lefs than generally attends Suppuration.
Which fhews that the Extravafation of the Excre-
ments from the Gut into the Hernial Bag, and the
burfting of this Bag, were the Caufe of the fiftulous
Difcharge, and of the continuance of it outwardly.

As to the Pin found in the Rupture at the Time
of the Operation, it is obfervable, that two Thirds
of it, incrufted with a chalky Matter, were confined
and concealed within the Gut; the other Third next
the Point, had made its way through ir, the Point
of which was{o lodged in the Omentum wherein it was
fixed, as to leave a free Paflage for the Excrement
from the perforated Gut outwardly, whenever the
Perforation in the Gut, upon fhifting the Pofi-
tion of the inclofed Pin, could open, and afford a
Paffage for the Difcharge of the Fxces this way,
which was as oft as this conical or pyramidal Pin
did alter its Place, or did not exaltly obturate the
Aperture in the Appendix Coeci, it exaly fitted. I
have already obferved, that the Aperture made in the
Gut by the Pin, lay concealed, the Point being
lodged in the Omentum, lying parallel with the
Gut, which was here. duplicated, where it was
fo fecured, that it feemed almoft impoflible it
could ever make its way out of this Place, and its
other Confinement in the Gut, as the Aperture was
callous, and fo refifting that it was with fome Vio-

lence
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Ience it was forced out of its Confinement through
an Aperture fitted for the Point only and fo
fireight, that the Report upon its coming out was
like that of a Cork out of a Bottle; for though it
appeared the Opening had occafionally been inlarged,
as the- incrufted Part of the Pin was prefled forward
into it, yet it is plain Nature’s Attempts to get rid of
it had been fruitlefs, and might poflibly have been
fo during all the Patient’s Life.

Sitr Hans Sloane has furnithed the Curious with
Inftances of Bodies incrufted in the Guts with Stone,
and of fome making their way out, when there was
little Probability of it. Daily Experience thews how
far Nature will firuggle to free herfelf, fo that it is
always moft eligible to truft them to her Care: This.
may appear from the Difficulties that have attended:
the Cure of this Cafe, which at laft did not prove
fo fuccefsful as it was firft hoped for; for the Pa-
tient having been remifs in the wearing of his Trufs,,
upon fome Effort the Guts found a way into the
Inguen again, fix Months after the healing of the
Wound. This Cafe alfo fhews, that the beft Ope-
ratiom, and the utmoft Care, is no Security againft
the Relapfe of a Rupture. This is the 3d or 4th
Inftance I have met with, of the Infufficiency of this.
Operation to effeCtuate a Cure of Ruptures; and yet
it is plain, this is by far more likely to prove effec-
tual, than the Cauftick or any other Method cried
up for the Cure of this Evil. In a growing
Age, a good Spring Trufs is an effeCtual Remedy;
and in an Adult, this thould be the ultimate one,,
though it is no more than a Palliative Cure.

N, B.
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N. B. The Omentum and the Gut amputated, with
the Pin perforating it, are in the Repofitory of the

Royal Society.

This Obfervation puts me in Mind of two I made
during the late War in Flanders, and of two more
lately in London.

OBsERvVATION L

Upon opening the Body of a Soldier who had la-
boured many Years with an Inguinal and Scrotal Rup-
ture, I found in a Segment of the Ilion, an Appendix
like a Coecum, about fix Inches long; arifing from
that Gut, and ncarly of the fame Diameter with the
Gut itfelf, the Coats whereof were fomewhat thinner
than thofe of the Ilion this Coecum did arife from,
whofe Membranes and Dimenfions were Natural.
This Elongation of a Segment of the Ilion appeared
as if it had been lodged in the Rupture Bag it lay
near to, and into which it had been fretched along -
the Vagina of the Spermatick Veflels down to the
Tefticule, according to the Expanfion of the Rupture
Bag, which was of the fame Dimenfion: This Pro-
dudion of the Ilion, or Appendix 1/, was full of
Faces, fomewhat narrower at its Rife or Opening into
the Ilion than elfewhere, but nearly refembling it,
and as found as that Gut it fprung from.

OsseErvaTioN IL

A Soldier having been fhot through the Belly, the

Ball was cut out upon the pofterior part of the Os
Iliam,
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Llitm. Through both Wounds the Faces were
chiefly difcharged for feveral Months after, and at
Dreflings a great Number of flat Worms, dead or
alive, were found upon the Plaifter. The Fzces
having by degrees taken their Courfc through the
Anus, in five or fix Months after, the two Wounds
being healed up, the Patient returned to his Duty as
a Soldier, and foon after was made Corporal, and
then Serjeant.

Eight Years after this, I had him again under my
Care at the Hofpital, where he was brought with the
Head of the Os Humeri, together ~with that of the
Acromion and Clavicule, in the Articulation with the
Scapula, fradured by a Cannon-thot, which thereby
was laid all open. The Limb was immediately cut
off in the Articulation with the Scapala, having firlt
premifed a Ligature about the Flefh furrounding the
Veflels, by thrufting clofe to the Bone a Pack-Needle
drmed with-a fitofig Packthread, there being no room
for the Fournsguet * : He loft very little mote Blood
ifr the-Operation, - than if a Tourniquet had been ap-
plied ; but the great Difchatge of Matter funk him,
and he died the 8th Day after. '

The Death of this Patient gave me an Opportunity
of examining how the former Wound in the Gut
had been‘cured. I had thought the Wound had been
inthe lliim, from the Thinnefs of the Fzees difcharged
through that Wound ; but, upon Diffeftion, I found

* M. Le Dran, in his Chirutgical Obfervations, Vol. IL. Obferv.
43. 12% 173%. hasdefcribed the Manner of performing the Ampu-
tation of the Homerus in the Articulation with the Scapula, to which
the Reader is referred. X .

X 1t
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it had been in the Colon in the broadeft Past of it. This
was very much contratted, and made narrow in thag
Part of it that had been fhot through, where it ap-
peared purfed up, and infeparably knit ta the Iliim
Bone. However, the Patient never had complained
of any Inconyeniency therefrom, though the Narrow-
nefs of the Gut in this Place wasfuch, as feemed to
make the Defcent of the Faces difficult.

OsservaTion IIL

On the 1oth of Fanuary 1729, 1attended Mifs—
aged 14, on account of a fuppurated Tumour on the
Navel, whofe Situation was under the Mufculi Reéts.
This Patient had had, what is truely called, a Starting
at the Navel in her Infancy ; and of late had com-~
plained, at Times, of a Swelling there, and alfo of
Colicks, Gripes, or Vomitings, that ufed to go off,
particularly as that Swelling difappeared. As thefe
grew more troublefome, {he lately had taken a Vomit,
from which Time fhe had been greatly cauftive, and
her Reachings, Vomitings, and Colicks, had proved
more conftant, together with an increafing Tenfion
and Pain in the Fore-part of the Belly, and aTendernefs.
at the Navel, as Matter was gathering there.

Some Days before I was called in, Dr. Campbell
had employed the propereft Remedies to remove thefe
Complaints. Upon a Confultation, we- agreed to
difcharge by Incifion the Matter colletted at the Na-
vel, being abouta Spoonful of undigefted Eluid, that
had made its way through the Aponeurofis of the Ab-
dominal Mufcles adjoining to. the Navel Cicatrix:
Notwithftanding which, the Tenfion of the Belly,

the
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the Cauftivene(s, the Reachings, and Vomitlings, rather
increafing, as in the Mjferere Mez, and having thence
aReafon to apprehend a Strangulation and Suppuration
of fome of the Vifcerain the Neighbourhood of the
Navel, Dr. Hollings being called in, it was agreed
to inlarge the Aperture nrade by the fore-mentioned
Matter in the Linea Alba, with a View and Intent to
‘know the State the Parts were in, to reduce what we
found there, or at leaft to procure a more free Difx
charge to the Matter colle@ted under the Apomeurofis
of the Mufcles: For a Fortnight and more, every
Thing was done that could internally or externally
cafe the Difcharge, and open the Paflage for the Faces
downwards, but all in vain. The Patient was a whole
Fortnight without a Stool, all the Symptoms daily
increafing, though towards the latter End fhe vomited
rather more feldom : Yet, as fhe was ftill taking in, {o
the Dimenfions of her Belly increafed in Proportion,
and the more for that the Air confined and rarefied in
the Feces pent in, added daily to the Tenfion s which
at laft had-ftretched the Skin to the utmoft. There
was alfo a Suppreflion of Utine, the Fundus of the
Bladder being ftretched towards the Navel, at the fame
Time that the Neck of it was comprefled by the Faces
bearing down in the Pelvis, and a Tumour {prung up
about the Anus, as if they had been feeking a Paffage
that way. It was propofed to fcoop them out, but
the Retum was found empty, and the Obftruction as
far beyond the Reach of any Chirurgical Operation,
as it had proved againft all the Means hitherto em-

ployed.
The Patient was now reduced to the loweft Ebb.
The DejeQtions were Excrementitious, her Pulfe de-
Xx2 prefled,
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prefled, and extremely weak s fhe had Rigors, clammy
Sweats, and all the Symptoms that denote an approach-
ing Death, from a Mortification in the Guts, when of
a fudden the Fzces burfted the Gut, and forcing their
way through the Incifion at the Navel, a Quantity equal
to two or three Quarts, intermixed with various kinds.
of Fruits and Seeds, which fhe had been taking during
her Illnefs, flowed out like a Torrent, with a furprizing,
roaring Noife, which gave her immediate Relief. The
Difcharge continued very great all that Day, but the
Aperture in the Hernial Bag was not an{werable to that
in the Gut, (o that the Difcharge there was at Times
checked by Subftances obturating it; this Aperture
therefore was inlarged by Incifion, and thereby the
Patient releafed from the Violence of the Vomiting
and Hickup. From this Time we began to entertain:
fome Hopes of a Cure ; forthough the Paticnt was ex-.
tremely reduced, and the Difcharge continued exceed-
ingly great during feveral Days, with a Singultus and.
Vomitingss yet fhe was refrefhed with Sleep, and was.
able to retain fome Nourithment. The Tenfion of the
Belly fubfifted, though in:. a leffer degree, until the
Faxces had made their way downwards, and fodid the
Vomitings at Times, fo long as the Inflammation con-
tinued. The Diet was fuch as the Cafe required s
Clyfters were frequently applied, as well as Fomenta-
tions, and every Thing elfe that could determine ox
invite the Difcharge through thie Anus, and reftore the
diftended Guts to their Tone ; but from the Time the
Fzces burfted the Gut, it was 1.2 Days before any took
the natural Courfe ;- and then we were again brought
to the Brink of Ruin, for they then poured down fo
faft for a Day or two,. that the Patient was like to Jf}a.ve

unk



[ 341 ]

fiink under them: However, this fevere Evacuation
was timely conquered by Abforbents and Dituents : It
took off the remaining Tenfion of the Belly, and all
Vomitings; and as from this Time the Feces had afree
Difcharge the natural way, and the Difcharge through
the Wound decreafed in proportion, fo the Wound
in the Gut, and the external Wound inthe Integuments
were healed up in abont three Weeks, in fuch Man-
ner that the Patient has ever fince enjoyed a moft per-
fe&t Health.

OBsERVATION IV.

It happened that I was not a meer Stranger to the
principal Circumftances of this Cafe, as in the Year
¥716 I had attended fuch another with the late Mr.
Lafage, Surgeon, viz. Mifs a Girl about four
Years of Age, in whom the fame Caufe had produced
the like Effects; forupon a Suppuration of the Omen-
tum ftrangulated in the Navel of this Patient, the
Freces detained in the neighbouring Gut had in like
Manner forced their way through the Navel: The
Accident previous to the burfting, and fubfequent up-
on it, having been nearly the fame as in the former
Obfervation ; only the Cure proved fomewhat more
tedious, for the Wound was kept open by Currants-
feeds frequently working their way out at the Navel
for about 12 Months after; when it was made com-
plete: fo that the Hardfhips the Patient has undergone
fince in Child-bearing, and feveral hazardous Labours,
have not been able to difturb it.

Hence it appears, that the Parts inflamed and in Con-.
taét have been coalefced and knit together, fo as to

prevent
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prevent any Extravafation from the wounded or butfted
Gut into the Cavity of the Abdomen.

That the Cure in the two laft Cafes has been owing
to a free Difcharge of the Faces through the Wound,
and confequently that when in a Gut-Rupture the Part
prolapfed cannot be reduced, a Cure may be hoped
for by making fuch an Opening in the Guts, before
they are intirely {phacelated, as may procure a free Dif-
charge to the Fxces pent in, and thereby fecure the Pa-
tient’s Life.

That if this happens to the Colon or Czcum, the
Tube of it will {fo far be preferved as to open a free
Difcharge for the Fxces the natural ways and if that
cannof be obtained in a Wound of the {mall Gut, yet
the Difcharge may be fecured by making the Wound
an artificial Anus.

That the readieft way to obtain a Cure of a wound-
ed or burfted Gut, is to keep it in Conta& with the
outward Wound, and the Patient in a very low Diet.

That the Deligation of the Veffels of the Omentum
previous to the Amputation of it, being liable to many
Exceptions, it is more eligible to forbear it, faving
when the Veflels are large; for when reduced loofe
and floating, it is lefs liable to the Inflammations and
Suppurationsthat attend the Separation of the Ligature.

IX. H E R~



