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LXXVHL. Part of a Letter from Mr. John
Parker, a7 Englith Painter at Rome, o
bis Father at London, concerning the late
Eruption of Mount Vefuvius: Communs-

cated &y Mr. Henry Baker, F. R. S.

Honoured Sir, Rome, Dec. 20, 1951,
Read Muy 28, THAD the fatisfaGion, whilft at Naples,
175%  J ‘to fee the eruption of Mount Vefuvius,

which was very extraordinary ; but the want of room
here hinders me the giving you any very particular
account, It lafted about 24 days in all, and broke
out of the fide of the mountain; preceded by an
earthquake, felt all over Naples at the time of the
erupuon. The mountain in the middle of the cra-
ter or cap, which formerly threw out the fones,
funk down, with about a third of the bottom of the
faid cup. The breadth of the matter it threw out is
in fome places half a mile over, in almoft the leaft
part 6o feet; and has filled a valley, into which it
ran, that might be about 6o feet deep, and raifed a
mountain in the fame place, of matter and afhes,
about 5o feet high ; and its whole letigth, from the
mouth to where it ftopp’d, is about § miles ; but it did
not arrive at the fea by near five miles. The matter,
which ishere called lava, feems to be compofed of
iron, antimony, fulphur, and falts, and is not always
of the fame colour, tafte, &¢. in every place. The
thing T can compare it to moft, is the large cinders
thrown out of your great iron works, but coverd
over in many places- with the above falts and fulphur.
Whilft the lava run red-hot, I faw 2 man throw fa

mafs

G]
Y
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to g ze

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RIK@RY

WWWw.jstor.org



[ 475 ]
mafs of the co8l lava from an height upen it, which,
far from- finking into it, rebounded like a ball. Its
motion wasas flow as the common ‘walk of a man.
It broke out in five different places. I'walk'd en i¢
for about a mile, whilft near three feet of the top
awere cool’d ; but far many feet underneath as red ta
the fight as the furnace of a glafs-houfe. Jt cover'd
and burnt up trees, houfes, &¢. in fhort all it found
in its way. From,
SIR,

Your dutiful fon,

John Parker,

LXXIX. Tke Caofe of a Piece of Bone, toge-
ther with a Stane in the ery fucce[sfully
extracted by Mr. Jofeph Warner, F. R,
and Surgeon to Guy’s Hofpital,

Read May 28, HE flone in the bladder is a dif-
HsE cafe fo common to both fexes,
and the {ymptoms, and circumftances attending it
are in general fo well known, and fo much alike,
as to render few cafes of this kind worthy of carsmu-
nication. But as the following is attended with 3 fin-.
gular, and perhaps unparallel'd circumftance, I make
old humbzeto offer to your confideration a fhort
account of the following ggt:
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