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V1. An dccount of a Book entituled, Ofteogra-
phia, or, the Anatomy of the Bones, By W'il-
liam Chefelden, Surgeen to her Majelty,
F. R.S. Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hofpital,
and Member of the Royal Academy of Surgery
at Paris. By John Belchier, Surgeon,F. R, S.

O R the Frontifpiece to the Book our Author has
made choice of a Story very fuitable toa Work
of this Kind, which isa Defcription that Galen, in
Lib.x. Cap. 2. de Anatomicis Adminifratignibus,
relates of a Robber that was killed on a Mountain b
a Traveller, whom he attack’d, and whofe Body no
one cared to have buried, but were rather glad that
1o wicked a Man thould become a Prey to the Vul-
tures. Two Days after Galen went to fee this Bo-
dy, and found the Bones picked as clean as if pre-
pared for the Inftrution of Students.

This Opportunity he mentionsas a Piece of good
Fortune, becaufe, in thofe Days, it was very rare to
meet with a Skeleton, by what he obferves to the
young Phyficians in the {ame Book, that he ufed to
examine Bones which he found in Graves, and in
the Ruins of Monuments ; and once he met with a
Body, which, by the aver-flowing of a River, was
wafh’d out of a Sepulchre that was flightly built on
the Bank of the faid River ; the Flefh being deftroy’d,
the Bones were left entire.

He
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He likewife takes notice, that there was a Skele.
ton in the Phyfick-School at Alexandria, which
he thought would amply compenfate the Trouble of
any one to go on Purpofe to ftudy.

The Figure reprefenting Galen contemplating the
Skeleton, is taken from a Philofopher of Szlvator
Rofa.

“At the Bottom of the Title-Page he has given a
Print of a Camera Obfcura, which he mentions in his
Preface to have contriv’d and drawn all his Bones by,
and without which Affiftance (notwithftanding he
employ’d the greateft Artifls in their way) he found it
impofiible to give a true and perfect Reprefentation
of them, there being fo much Difficulty to exprefs
the Outlines of Bones in their different Attitudes.

This occafion’d my looking into Ve/aliuns’sBook of
Anatomy more carefully than Thad done before,whofe
Figures have hitherto been efteem’d the moft beauti-
ful of their Kind, and are perform’d in fo exquifite
a Tafte, that they have ufually been taken for 77t~
an’s, and always confider’d as a Study for Painters.

Yet whoever will give himfelf the Trouble to
meafure his Bones with real ones, will find many
egregious Errors, which would take up too much
room here to particularize-; but upon the whole I
find there is no kind of Proportion kept, and that
his Bones in general are between one Third and
Fourth Parts too fhort for their Breadth: And tho’
his three Skeletons have been fo remarkably famous,
that feveral Anatomical Writers have copied after
them, yet when carefully examined, it will be very
cafy todifcover many Imperfections in them, though,
all together, they ftrike the Eye wonderfully.
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'This Camera he mentions not only asa great Help
to him, by giving true Proportions and Outlines, but
likewife for a more {peedy difpatch ; doing more this
way in one Day, than could pofiibly be done with.
out in feveral:

Itisa long fquare Tabe fet upon two-Treflels
(as reprefented in the Print before his Book) whofe
Infide is made black, to prevent the RefleGtion of Light;
towards that End which is neareft the Obje&, isa con-
vex Glafs placed in afliding Frame, thro’ which the
Rays pafling from the Obje&, converge and meet in
a Focus upon the Table-Glafs placed near the other
End, analagous to the Cryftalline Humour and Re-
tina in the Eye.

The Obje& here reprefented is the Trunk of a
Skeleton fix’d to a Painter’s Ezel, which being in-
verted, appears upright on the Table-Glafs, on the
rough Side of which the Artift delineates with a
Pencil, which afterwards he traces off on Paper,
The Convex Glufs placed in the fliding Frame being
moved backward or forwarl, makes the Obje&t bige
ger or lefs, keeping its due Proportions.

‘This Camera has feveral Advantages beyond the
common one ; for in this, Obje@s as big as'the Life
may be taken, or reduced gradually to any Scale;
whereas the other only diminithes, and that in a very
great Degree.

In this Work the gradual Increafe of the Bones is
defcribed, even from the firft Stages of Offification,
to that of an Adult, when every Bone is reprefent-
ed as large as the Life in different Attitudes ; as like-
wife moft of the Bones faw’d through the Middle,
to fhew their internal Texture : And in order to thew
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how. they are articulated to each other, there are
feveral Plateswherein they are reduced to leffer Scales,
and again’reduced, togive a View of them all united
together in Reprefentations of fix different Skeletons,
where the Difference of the Growth of the Bonesis
very apparent, as likewife the different Shapes of the
Male and Female Bones. There are likewife {feveral
Plates of Bones prepared on Purpofe’to thew the Li-
gaments which unite them together, as alfo the Car-
tilages at their Ends, befides a great Variety of moft
curious and remarkable difeafed Bones.

And at the Front and Clofe of every Chapter, as
likewife the ‘Blank Pages, are Skeletons of the moft
remarkable Animals of their kind, which are not
only very ornamental, but even very ufeful; moft of
them defcribing the OEconomy of the different Species
of Animals.

The Author in his Treatife gives a general De-
fcription of the whole Work, tho’ not fo minutely
as fome might expe&, he thinking it ufelefs to give
long Defcriptions in a Work of this Kind, one View
of fuch Prints thewing more than the fulleft Defcrip-
tion can poflibly do ; for which reafon, in the fe-
veral Chapters, the mechanical Contrivances of the
Bonesare rather treated of than their Shapes.

‘Each Book has a double Set of Prints, one before
they are letter’d, to thew them in their full Per-
feGtion s and the other with Letters, an{wering to
their Deflcriptions. ;

The Advantage of a Set of Prints before they are
letterd, will readily be perceiv’d, when comnpared
with the other: And how much thefe Figures excel
any others of their kind, will appear at the firft Vigw,

they
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they being executed in fo free and open a Stile, and
éxprefled with fo 'much Spirit, and ((what is very
xare) without the leaft kind of Exaggeration.

At the End of his Preface he takes notice, that
‘when he began this Work, he propofed to go through
the whole Syftem of Anatomy, adorn’d with the
Comparative, in three Volumesin this manner ; the
farther Profecution of which Defign he has now en-
tirely laid afide, it requiring fo much Leifure, as
renders him incapable of the Performance; and the
vaft Expence attending fuch a Work. (befides other
Inconveniencies) will, I doubt, prevent the Executi-
on of it by any Body elfe, efpecially in fo grand a
manner, this being undoubtedly the moft magnificent
Work of the kind now extant,
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