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degrees, and in time, to affect the whole Slope 6f
the Land : And as the inferior S#7ata yield Coal and
Iron-Ore, their Fermentation may produce this Va-
pour, and force it to aftend with Vielence through
the Chinks of the Earth, and give the Water the
grcat Motion it has. This might be obftrulled in
one Place by the forcmiention’d fubfiding of the
floping Bank, and might afterwards find a Vent ia
another 5 in like manaer as it happen'd at Scarbo-
rough Spaw, a few Years fince.

It thefe Hints thould be any Amufemeit to you,
or be the Means of fetting any more able Perfon
upon further Inquirics, and giving a better Account
of them, I have all that is intended by

Fan. 18. 1746, Qour huwble Scrvant,

Cha. Mafon,

VIL. Part of a Letter from Mr. John Brown-
ing, of Briftol, 70 Mr. Henry Baker,
FLR.S. dated Dee. 11, 1740, concerning

the Effet of Elc&ricity on V cgctables.

Recd Jan. zz. Aving an Opcrator at Brifle/ with a
17407 good cledtrifying  Machine, T was
dcfirous to cledlrife a Tree, and therefore fent him
the following for that Purpofcs wiz. Lanruflinus,
Leucoiina mejus flore pleno /('rr///fzmo, and Srwchas
Citiina (N/I(ll Theit were not chofen with any

Defion -
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Defign; their being the leaft Plants I had, was the
only Recafon.

I promifcd myfelf the Pleafure of feeing their
Lcaves cre@ed when cle@rifed, but was difappointed
(whether its being the dormant Seafon of the Year
tor all Piants mwht not be fome Hindrance, I can-
not determince) ; “ neither did the Leaves flag on their
being touched. However, I was agrceably recom-
penfed, by a Stream of fine purple blue coloured
Light, much refembling an Amethyft, thac iffued
from the Extremity of cach Leaf upwards, of an
Inch in Length, when thc Finger, or any other
Non-cledtric, approached ncar it.  This Colour I at-
tribute to the watry Particles in the Earth, having
often obferved the very fame Colour ifluing from
the long Leg of a Syphon. On putting my Finger
on the Gun-barrel to ftop the Eleltricity, the Leaves
of cach Tree had a trembliny Motion, which re-
mained for fome little Time, and immediatcly ceafed
on withdrawing my Finger trom the Barrel, and ad-
mitting the Elc@ricity. This conftantly happencd,
as I put my Finger on or off the Barrel.

The Stwchas Plant has a very long hoary Leaf,
and bears its Blofflom on a very {mall, flender, and
almoft naked Stem, rifing ncar a Foot above the
Body of the Plant. This Stem had a Motion given
it, when any Non-cle@ric was brought within about
two Inches of its Summit, much like the Vibration
of the Pendulum of a Clock; which vibrating Mo-
tion was parallel with the Breech of the Gun, quite
contrary to the fame kind of Motion I had before
obferved in a Needle, hanging perpendicularly by a

Thrcad at the End of the Gun; the Necdle always
vibrating
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vibrating in the Dire@ion of the Gun. The Motion
of the Plant and Necdle always continucd as long
as the glats Globe was excited.

I was alfo dcfirous to be fatisfied, whether Elec-
tricity could be propagated without mutual Conrad,
by fufpending another Gun in Silk Cords, about
two Inches from Conta&k, and the Elc&ricity was
ncar as flrong in the fecond Gun as in the firft. Ac
the Diflance of between 3 and 4 Inches it was
much abated, and fo it gradually diminithed, as
the Diftance incrcafed to ncar o Inches, where ig
would fcarce attra& a Thread of Trial.

I prevailed on a2 Man to be let Blood, and then
placed him on a Cake of Pitch, but could not be
{enfible of any Increafe of Velocity in his Blood, by
being cle@trized, as has been afferted,

I had almoft forgot to mention, that the Strokes
I reccived from the cle@rified Garden-Pots were more
violent and painful to my Fingers than from any
other Body I cver cxpericnced.

Mr. Baker, fince his recciving the above Account,
has had an Opportunity ot clectrifying a Myrtle-
tree, of between 2 or 3 Feet in Heighr, growing
in a_Pot, at the Scat of the Duke of Monzague
at Ditton;s in Prefence of His Grace, of the Prefi-
dent of this Royal Society, and feveral other cu-
rious Gentlemen ; who found, that whencever the
Hand, or othcr non-cleftric Body, was brought
near the Leaves, Streams of fine purple Fire iffued
therefrom, together with a confiderably cold Ajr;
and that the Lcaves would be attralled at fome
Diftance, and move vigoroufly towards a non-
cle@tric Body. |
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