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The Difference of thefc Accounts may, in my
Opinion, be reconcil’d, by fuppofing, that the Ex-
plofion might have been hesrd abroad in fuch Places
where it was morce violent; and notin others where
it was lefs fo.

As for any thing (I prefume you meant Jambent
Flamc, Vapour, évc‘) being perceivid on the Sur-
face of the Ground, before or during the Earthquake,
nothing of this kind has as yct bcen mentiond to
me from any Quartcr,

I find there has been a Report of a Mctcor, like a
Ball of Firc, appcaring in the, Morning before the
Shock was felt; but it is, by the judicious Part of
the World, rank’d among the other Mirabilia ufu-
ally invented upon thefe Occafions to amufc the
Vulgar. I am, Sir,

Tour moft ovedient, &c.

J. Nixon.

LI

A Letter [from the Rev. P. Doddridge . D.
to Mr. Henry Baker F. R. S. containing
Jome Account of the late Earthquake fel: azf,

N orth'unpton.

Northampton, Oclober 17. 175C.
Read O&. 2g. HE Shock of an Earthquake lately
1750 felt here, which bas been fo much
talked of, and in fome pubhc Papers magnified far
beyond thc Truth, happencd on Sunday the goth of
September,
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September, about 20 Minutes after 12 at Noon.
Our Mercury ftrangely fixed it at a Quarter before
One; which is fo palpable a Miftake, and contrary
to the certain Knowlege of fo many Hundreds of
Pcople, that I could not but be furprifed to fee it.

The Effe@s here were by no mcans fo confider-
able as were reprefented, efpecially at London. 1
was at that time in Company with a pretty large
Number of Friends, juft returned from divine Wor-
fhip, and hardly fet down in the Patlour; but no
one of us felt any thing of it; and if we heard any
Noife, did not diftinguith it from a Coach: But
fome Gentlemen, who were retired into their Stu-
dics up two Pair "of Stairs, plainly fele it; yer they
were not the twelfth Part of the Perfons then in
my Houfe, who all, whether on the Ground, or firft
Floor, were quite infenfible of it. However, it is certain
that a great Number of Perfons in different Parts of
the Town, pclccncd themifelves lifted up by it, as
they were in their Houfes, tho' hardly any in thc
Streets took Notice of it. Thofe that accurately
obfcrved it, defcribe it as fomething horizontal ra-
ther than perpendicular. A Lady of my Acquaint-
ance ftanding with her Face to the South-Weft,
plainly felt her Heels liftcd up, and was thrown fo
much on her Tocs, that the was in Danger of fall-
ing: Andit was obfuvcd that fome Cafements were
movced outward, as if an Attcmipt had becn made
to forcc them open, and the Clattering of Safhes
was as.when a trong Wind blows againft them.

In the Jong Strect that runs from South to North,
it was obferved, that the Shock was felt morc on
the Eaftern than the Weftern Side of the Waysand I

Yyyy think
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think the whole Eaftern Part of the Town was moft
affected. Dr. Stonelonfe, who lives in that Part of
it, felt it with great Violence, as if a loaded Wag-
gon had run ftrongly againft the gable End of his
Houfe: And tho' the Walls arc remarkably thick,
he was greatly alarm’d with an Apprchenfion that
they would have fallen.

What further confirms this Remark of the hori-
zontal, or at leaft oblique Dire&tion of the Impulfe
is, thata Cradle was rock’d by it. In the Houfe of
Mr. Zeoman, where our little philofophical Society
meets, it threw down a Board from the Tefter of
a Ded; yet Mr. Zeoman himfelf did not feel it.

There was a Report, that in Abington-Street fome
Chimnics were thrown down; and this brought
Numbers of People from differcnt Parts of the Town,
to furvey the fuppos’d Ruins; but it only ferved to
illuftrate the Uncertainty of Rumour. However, it
was true that a few Bricks were thrown down from
a Chimney in College- Lane.

It is very certain, that all who felt the Shock
heard a hollow rufhing Noife; which, fo far as'I
can learn, feemed to come in a Diretion from the
South-Weft to the North-Eaft. In Rooms where
feveral Perfons were together, fome were {trongly
fenfible of it, while others felt nothingatall: And
(cateris paribus) 1 think it was felt more fenfibly
by thofe above than thcfe below, and by fuch as
were fitting, ftanding, or leaning, rather than walk-
ing.
gA lumbering kind of Noife was heard by fome in
lower Apartments, as if fome one over their Heads

had fallen down on a fudden, with a dead Weights
and
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and fome thought they heard fuch a Noife in the
Floor beneath; fome thought the Quivering of the
Ground continued longer than others apprehended
But I have met with none who in this refpect were
fo accurate in their Obfervations, as my ingenious
Friend Mr. Shippley, who aflures me that he felt
four diftin& Concuflions (the fecond and third of
which were much more violent than the firt and
laft) all within 3 or at moft 4 Scconds.

As far as I can learn from the moft dilizent In-
quiry 1 can make, the Tremulation of the Ground
extended itfelf at leaft 6o Miles in Length from South
to North, and from Welt to Eaft about 24, or at
moft 30.

It did not affe&t cither Newport-pagnel, or Tow-
cefter, to the South; but was felt very near the lat-
ter, end at leaft 6 Miles South of this Place, and
all the Way between that and Nottingham, and a
little beyond it Eaftward ; it {carce reached Higham-
Frerrers, and was not felt at Coventry, and bur very
feeble witiiin § or 6 Miles to the Eaft of it: But its
greatelt Violence fcemed' to have been fpent on
the Villages of Creaton, Cottesbrook, Kilmarf,
Maidwell, Evefton, and fome other {mall Towns
within 4 or § Miles of Market-Hariocreugh, mottly
betwcen us and that Place.

At Creaton, a Friend of mine was fo moved, as
he fat at Dinner, that his Eibow firuck againlt the
Wall, tho’ he fat at fome Diftance from it; the
Roof of the Houfe gave a great Crack; and in a
ncighbouring Houfe a brafs Kettle was thrown
down, as in another a Plate of Pcwter was,

Yyyy 2 At
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At Cottesbrook, Kilmar/b, and Wefton, the Con-

gregations, which were not yct come out of their
refpedtive Churches, were all exccedingly terrified s
fome fhricked out, others quitted the Place; and the
worthy Clergyman at /7effon with Sutten near
Harborough, fays, in aLetter publithed in our Mer-
cury, dated the 2d inftant, ¢ that, asthey were fing-
¢ ing after Sermon (he adds, a Quarter before One)
¢ the whole Congregation were thrown into the
¢ utmoft Confternation, fo that the Singers could
¢ hardly prevail on themfelves tofinith the Anthem.’
He adds, ¢ that he thought that Part of the Church
¢ betwixt the Chancel and the Pillar next to i,
¢ would have funk into the Earth ; and that it was
¢ attended with a loud and dreadful Noife, from a
¢ fort of fubtcrraneous Explofion.”

At Maidwell, Mr. Scawen, leaning upon a large
Marbie Chimney-Picce, was violently fhaken; and
in the ncighbouring Parith of Kz/marfs, Mrs. Han-
bury, who was then reading by her Fire-fide, her
Chair being tilted forward, was thrown down on
her Hands and Knces; and the whole Parith at
Church were fo alarm’d, that they broke up the
Affembly, and ran out into the Church-yard; but
the Minifter perfuaded fome of them to return, and
difmifled them (as I am told) with an ex/empore
Prayer proper to the Occafion.

Somc firange Stories have been told of much
more violent Effe@s produced elfewhere; particularly
that a2 Chafin was open’d at a Garden at Daventrys
but I can find no rcal Foundation for them.

No Building, that I can lcarn, has any-where been

thrown down; but I am very credibly informed,
that
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that a Beam in the new Toll-houfe near Harborough
was fplit by the Shock: and one tragical Effect is
certain 3 I mean, that Mrs. Alicock, Wite to the
chicf Gentleman-in Loddingten, who had been de-
liverd of her firt Child a fe\v Days before, and was
in a very fine Way, was fo alarmed with the Acci-
dent, that fhe expired within a few Hours, to the
great Gricf of all that knew her,

I was iurprifed to fee how little the Inhabitants
of Northampton were imprefled with this awful
(tho” by no mcans fupernatural) Event: The Sound
of fuch a Shock was, in a manner, gxown familiar
to their Ears, by what they had heard from ZLoz-
don, and other Places. Many did not themifelves
perceive it 3 others found it very gentle; and in a
very few Hours it feem’d to havc affected them no
more than a Shower of Rain.

I obferve, that moft Accounts from the Northern
Parts date the Shock later than we felt it heres but
that may perhaps be accounted for by the Diffcreace
of Clocks; but where they were moft exaltly ad-
julted, all agree pretty well as to the Time, 1 find
alfo, that the Degree of the Shock was very differ-
ent in nearly contiguous Places. Thus at Egffon-
Mandit it was hardly feit at all; but at Cgi'/e-
Aoy was very violent. It was fcnrbly perceived at
Lord Pomfret’s, and not at all at Towcefler, tho’
within hait a Mile of it; and, generally. fpeaking,
the higher Places were moft affc®ted, tho in fomc
it was quite otherwifc,

It had been calmi cioudy Weather for feveral Cays
before; and what ‘ittle Wind there was to be per-
ceived was genera ly North-Weft, The Height of

the
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the Barometer was as follows, on and about this
remarkable Day; viz.

Thurfday, Sept. 27. 20—9%

Friday, Sept. 28. 20— 9
Saturday, Sept. 29. 29—88
Sunday, Sept. 30. 29—79
Monday, O¢t. 1. 29—G8
Tuefday, Ot 2. 29—80

Wednefday, OLE. 3. 29—83

The Morning on which this Phenomenon hap-
pened was remarkably caim; but quickly after the
Shock the Wind rofe, and Clouds which had co-
vered the Heavens for feveral Days, were pretty
much difperfed.  On Monday, and on Tue/day and
IVednefday, the Sun fhone clearly all Day long.
There was a Report, that, on the Morning of that
Sunday, about 4 o’ Clock, a Ball of Fire was feen;
but I could not trace it to any Certainty. On Men-
day Night the Sky in the Eaft was as red as Blocd;
and, on Twefday Night, we had abfolutely the fineft
Aurora Borealis that [ remember to have feen; of
which I thall add a fhort Account, by way of Poft-
{iript, when I have added a mifcellancous Circum-
ftance or two to thofe I have mentioned concerning
the Earthquake.

I am to!d, that, in fome Places, two Shocks were
felt, nearly at the fame tinte, and within a few Sc-
conds of cach othér. This is faid to have been the
Cafe at Nofely in Leicefler fbire, which ftands very
high ; and at 22/vertoft in this County. ButI have
received the moft certain Account of this from Hz/Z.
Morton. Mr. Pool, who keeps the Turnpike there,

and
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and is remarkably curious, for a Man in his Sphere
of Life, informs me, that he felt himf{cif moved, as
he fat in his Chair, in fuch a manner, that he thought
fomcbody had becn at the Doors or (if I undecr-
ftand him right) as if fomething had fallen agdintt i
And when he came to the Door, about two or three
Scconds after, he felt a Motion that he certainly
knew to be an Earthquake.

I do not hear of any thing feen in or upon the
Ground ; unlefs the Cafe of a good Woman at #1-
den may be counted an Exception s who fays, that,
while the was fhaken by it, fhe faw the Ground move
around her.

Mr. Scawen is very confident, that he heard that
rafhing Noife (fo generally fpoken of by all who
obferved any thing cxtraordinary) not only before,
but after the Shock ; and. that he could by both trace
the Dirc&ion mentionced above.

I fhall only add, that a very worthy Lady of this
Town (Nicce, as I remember, to Six Hans Sloane)
obferved, that, juft beforc the Shock, her Birds
drooped remarkably, and hid their Hecads under their
Wings: A Circumftance which is often obferved in
Italy, and other Places where thefe Phenomena
are frequent.

Thefe are the moft material Circumftances I have
yet had an Opportunity of colleéting 5 and if any
thing elfe, which feems at all worthy of Notice,
fhould occur, I fhall be very ready to impart it.

P. §. The principal Circumftances attending the
Aurora Borealis mcention’d above, were as fol-
Jows :

On
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On Tuefday, the Sccond of this Month, as I was
walking home from a ncighbouring anlawc, be-
tween' Six and “Seven in the Evening, the Sky
being remarkably clear, and the Moon then fhine-
ing with declightful Luftre, I happened to turn,
and obferve in the Noith-Eatt a pretty Jarge Cloud,
ncarly in the Form of a Globe; which feemed
firk of a whitifh, then of a very luminous Ap-
peatance. It feem’d connefted with a Cloud,
which was dark, and fomcwhat bluih, which
fpread itfclf (almoﬁ like a vaft Becam of a Duild-
ing) from the North-Eaft to thc North-Weft, At
cach End it was a little bent towards the Hori-
zon; but by far the greater Part was in a hori-
zontal Pofition, and fcemed to occupy the North-
crn Part of the Heaven, from the Altitude of 10
to about 14 Dcgrees. The Cloud I firft men-
tion’d foon appear’d like a Globe of lucid Fire,
much brighter than the Moon; and fhot Corufca-
tions, fometimes in a perpendicular Direction, but
much more towards the dark horizontal Deam, if
T may be allow’d fo to deferibe it (thro” which, by
the way, I could not then difcern any Stars), Thro’
this the Light darted from North-Eaft to North-
Weftt; fo that at length it feem’d all in a Blaze;
and from it there hot up feveral luminous Pil-
lars, perpendicular to the Horizon, and dire&ted
towards the Zenith. They were of very uncqual
Lengths, and fome of them appear’d in a conical
rather than a cylindrical Form. As thofc to the
Weft brightened, thofé firft raifed difappeared; till
at’ lcnoth all the horizontal Tra& of Light va-
thcd, and fome long truncated lelars often

varying
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varying their Length, remained in the Weft
oftcn rifing almoft to the Zcnith, but generally
fceming to hang between 30 and 70 Dcgrecs, fo
far as I could conjeCturc. When this beauatiful
Appearance ccafed, the Sky appeared reddifh in
the Eaft; what betore conftituted the lucid Giohe,
fcemed refolved into light Ciouds, of various
Forms; and that Part of the Horizon looked
much as it does in ‘a Summer’s Morning, when
the Sun is within a few Minutces of its rifing,
and tinges the Clouds of a light Red.  But ali
this feemed to difperfe in a few Minutes, sbout
Seven; and I ncither faw nor heard of any thing
remarkable.

LIL
A Account of the Earthquake which happen’d

about a Quarter before One oClock, on
Sunday, September 3o. 1750. 4y Mr.
~——— Steward to the Earl of Cardigan.

Deene, O&. 2. 1750.

Read O%. 25 N the Morning there was a gentle
1750 wefterly Wind, fomething cool; but

for fome time before the Earthquake happen’d, it
was quite calm and clofe, and much warmecr. The
Air was very dry, and filled with Clouds that had
no Motion, but prevented the Sun’s appearing (I
think) all Day. The Noife that preceded the Earth-
quake was, for a few Scconds, like the rumbling
“zzz of



