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I 4 Letter from Mr Chriftopher Hunter, #o
Dr Marun Lifter, Fellow of the Coll. of Phyf,
and R. §. concerning fome Roman Inferipii-
ons feund rear Durham,

§ IR,

THe kind acceptance , Matters relating to our Na-
tion’s Antiquity, meet with among the Members

of your Learned Society, encourages me to prefent thefe
tollowing Infcriptions, which I copy’d from theStones,
without any manner of addition; andI am the more
willing to prefenr them to you, who have been
a particular Orpament to that College I was latetya
Student in, I mean St Jobns, and areftill, the greateft
toour Profeflion, Thefe Infcriptions were found near
a Village called Lancafter, about 5 miles North Weft
from Durhans; which [ am fully perfwaded has been
the Lougovicum of the Romams. 1t has been a very
confiderable Place in thefe parts, and their watling
Street lies through it. 'Tis on the top of a Hill,which
has a defcent on three fides 5 towards the Wefk its over-
lookt by a high Hill, and almoft Eaftward from it a-
bout a quarter of a mile, ftands the prefent Lanchefter,
a tolerable Country Village, with a pretty Church,
which before the Reformation was endowed with a
Deanery and fix Prebends.  ‘The form of this place has
been {quare, and fortify’d with a thick, {trong Stone
Wall faced with hewn Stone. Within the Wall are
(and have been formerly ) nothing but ruinous heaps
of Stones 3 as alfo without the Wall too, efpecialy to-
wards the Eaft. “Tis probable the Building within V‘;hﬁ
Vall.
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Wall have been all publick, fuch as the Station for the
Soldiers, Temples, Palaces, &, or (which I am more
inclin’'d to think) there has been nothing but the Lodg-
ing of the Garrifon within the Wall, This I rather
{uppofe, becaufe the Infcription of Gordianus wa snot
found here, but about a hundred yards from the Walj
towards the Eaft, near which place the largeft Stones
are found ; and I my felf above a year ago found part
of a large Earthen Urn, near this place, within which
I fuppofe there has been alefler, fuch I remember was
found at another Village not far from this, which I'm
perfwaded has been another Colony. An account
whereof I intend to prefent you in a {mall time, if this
find acceptance. There is no doubt but this Colony
has been adorn'd with many beautiful Palaces, and o-
ther fumptuous Buildings 5 I defire to know your Qpi-
nion if the Balnenn cum Bafilica, mention’d in one of
thefe Infcriptions, have not been that o long in vain
fought for at Romes ‘

This, 8ir, isall I can meet with concerning this
place at prefent, but if T meet with any thing more
worth tge knowing, I fhall take care to fend it
you. [ am,

§ IR,
Newcafile fup, Tine, Your wofd bumble Servam,

Nov, 6. 1700
Chrift. Hunter,

1. 4



