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V. An Account of the Giants Caufeway i

Ireland, in @ Letter to the Prelident from
the Rev. Richard Pococke, L.L.D. Arch-
deacon of Dublin, and F.R.S.

Dubliny § Fan. 1747-8.

Read Jan. 28. « YN my laft Paffage over to this King-
1747- dom, 1 faw that very remarkable
Curiofity, commonly called the Giants Caufeway:§
The Sea-Cliffs arc very high thereabouts, and what
is called the Caufeway is a low Head, extending
from the Foot of the Cliffsinto the Sca like a Molc.
This Head does not appear at firft fo grand as it is
reprefented in the Views engraved of it; but when
one comes to walk upon it, and confider it more
attentively, it appears to be a ftupendous Production
of Nature. The Head ends in two Points: I mea-
furcd the morc Wieftern to the Diftance of 360
Feet from the Cliff, and it appeared to me to cx-
tend about 6o Feet further; but this Part I could
not mcafure, by reafon that the Sea was then high;
and I was told, that at low Tides it might be feen
about 6o Feet yet further upon a Defcent lofing it-
felf in the Sea. I alfo meafurd the more Eaftern
Point s40 Fcet from the Cliff, and faw about as
much more of it as of the other, when it winds
about to the Eaftward, and is alfo loftin the Water.
One may walk upon this Head on the Tops of the
Pillars to the Edge of the Water. Thefe Pillars
arc of all angular Shapes from three Sides to cight.
The Eaftcrn Point, towards that End where it joins
the Rocks, terminates it fclf for fome Way in a

perpendicular

§ This Caufeway is before taken notice of in N°. 199, 212, 235,
and 241 of thefe Tranfactions.
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perpendicular Cliff, formed by the upright Sides of
the Pillars, fomc of which I mecafuted, and found
to be 33 Fect and 4 Inches in Height. They fay
there are in all 74 different Sorts of Figures among
them. Each Pillar confilts of feveral Joints or
Stones lying onc upon another, from 6 Inches to
about a Foot in Thicknefs : Some of thefc Joints are
in the middle fo convex, as for thofc Prominences.
to be nearly Quarters of Spheres, round cach of
which is a Ledge, upon which rhe Stoncs above
them have refted, every Stone being concave on the
under Side, and fitting in the exacteft manner upon
that which lies next below it.  The Pillars are
from onc to two Feet in Diameter, and confit moft
commonly of about 40 Joints, moft of which fepa-
rate very cafily, tho' fome others, which are more
ftrongly indented into cach other, cohere firongly
enough to bear the being taken away in Pairs.

But the Caufeway is not I think the moft fingular
Part of this extraordinary Curiofity ; the Appearance of
the Cliffs themielves being yet tome more furprifing 5
thefe and their feveral Szrafz I examined from the
Rocks on the other Side of a little Bay, about half
a Mile to the Eaft of the Caufeway. 1 thence ob-
{erved, that there runs all the Way a Stratum from
the Bottom of black Stone, to the Height, as well as.
I could conjclture, of about 6o Fect, divided per-
pendicularly at unequal Diftances by Stripes of a red-
difh Stone, looking like Cement, and about 4 or §
Inches in Thicknefs. Upon this there is anothee
Stratum of the {fame black Stone divided from it
by a Stratum 5 Inches thick of the red. Over this
another Stratum of Stone ten Feet thick divided
in the fame manner; then a Stratum of the red

Stonc twenty Fect decp; and above that a Stratum
of
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of upright Pillars, Above thefc Pillars lics another
Stratum of black Stone 20 Feet high; and above
this is again another Szratum of upright Pillats rifing
in fome Places to the Top of the Cliffs, in others not
fo high, and in othcrs again abovc it, wherc they are
called the Chimneys.

This Face of the Cliffs reaches for two compated
Miles Eaft from the Caufeway, that is about 3 meca-
fured Englih Miles, 1o the Houfe of Mr. Fobn
Stewart two Miles Wett of Balintgy. The upper
Pillars fecm to end over the - Caufeway, and, if [
miftake not, becomc thorter and fhorter as one goes
from it, lying between two Binds of Stone like
Scams of Coal, and like thofe little Pillars found
in Derbyfbire§.

Thefc Binds probably meet tozether all round, and
inciofc this extraordinary Work of Naturc; and if fo,
the Pillars muft be very thort towards the Extremities.

[ was led to this Conjeéturc by the following
Obfervations: The lower Szratum of Pillars is that
which goes by a Defcent into the Sca, and which
makes what is calied the Giants Caufeway ; and
where this Defcent approaches the Sea, it feems pro-
babie that the Pillars become fhorter and fhorter, fo
as to cnd not much further off. Now the upper
Bind of this Stratum may have been of fo foft a
Nature, as by degrecs, in Procels of Time, to have
been wathed away by the Sea. And in the CIiff
over the Caufeway 1 faw feveral Pillars lying along
in a rude manner almoft horizontally, which feemed
to me to be fome of the Pillars of the upper Stra-
tum fallen down by the giving way of the Bind

which

§ The Dotor here refers to a Paper of Mr. Emanuel Da Cofta, com-
municated May 14. 1747, but not yet printed.
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which was under them, and over the lower ones
that compofe the Caufeway. And here moft pro-
bably the upper Pillars cnded, as they are fCen no
farther in the Clitf. I faw the Tops of Pillars even
with the Shore, both on the the Ealt and Weft Sides ot
the Caufcway, and fome much lower than the Caufe-
way itfclf; and it is probable that thefe are much
fhorter than thofe of the Caufeway, which I meafured
above thirty Fect higher than the Tops of them.
When [ was upon the Caufeway, I faw in the
Cliff, to the South-eaft, what they call the Organs,
sbout a Quarter of a Mile off, and a third Part of
the Way up the Clifft. They appcared fimall, and
fomewhat like a black Stalac7ites: They were not
commonly known to be fuch Pillars as the others ;
but they are fo, and belong to the lower Stratum.
When with great Difficuity I climbed up the ftecp
Hill to them, I found they were hexagonal, and
larger Pillars than moft of the others, being atout
2 Feet in Diamcter; and I meafured § Sides of one
of them, which wcre of 13, 14, 12, 21, and 16
Inches refpetively.  The Joints I could come at
were about ¢ Inches thick, and each Pillar, as well
as [ could count, confifted of between 40 or 5o
of them : Thefe Joynts are a'moft flat and plain, the
Convexities on their upper Faces being fo fmall as
to be fcarce difcernible. I enquircd whether any
of thefe Pillars were found in the Quarries within
Land, and the People there told me they were not ;
but fince I left the Place, I have been affured by
others, that there are fome found two or three Mi'cs
from the Shore.  lam, with the grearet Regard, Sir,

Tour moft obedient humble Servant,
Richard Pococke.
VI



