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1697. to Dr. Martin Lifter, Feliow of the Col/e:(ge of
Phyficians and Royal Society ; concerning Two Roman
Altars lately found in the North of England : Witk
Notes on the fame by Tho. Gale, D. D. awd F. R.S.
VIL. Of the Generation of Fels. By Mr. Benjamin Allen.
VI, Account of a Book, Flilippi Cluverii, Intro-
dutio in Uaiverfam Geographiam, tam Veterem quam
Novam Fabulis Geograptics XLV ac Notis olim Or-
nata a Joanne Bunone 5 jam vero Locupletata Addita-
mentis & Awnotationibus Fob. Frid. Hekelii S Fob.
Reizkii in Quarto.  Amjt. Typis FJoannis Wolrers.
Londini Projtant apnd Sam. Sam. Smith & Benj. Wal-
Sfora in Cameterio D. Fauli. 1697. 1X. An Account
of Bools lately FPrinted, or now Printing at the Thea-
ter in Oxford.

I. Part of a Letter from Mr. John Ray, F.R S.
to Dr. Sloane, dated June 30 1¢9;. com-
municating Two Obfervations, the one concern-
ing the Effells of a poyfonous Root, the other
conce: ning the Vertues of the Leaves of Hem~

lock.

“Ince T undeiftand you are concerned in th: Philo-
1) fophical Tranfaions, I thall fend you an Oblerva-
tien or Two [ lately received fiom Dr, Nathanie/Weod,
a Phyfician in Kilkenny in Ireland ; which, if you think
fit, may be thereinto inferted. The Firfl is this, A
cerrain Woman cating by miltake fome Roots (us he
tuppofes) of common Hemlock among Parfnips, was
smipediately feized with Raving and Madn;f;s,r taH;’d

obfeenely,
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obfeencly, and could not torbear Dincing, on which
exercifc the was {o iatenr, taat fhe would willingly
have given her Cow tor a Bagpipe. Thus fhe conti
nued for fome time, till at length the was taken wih
Epileptick Fis, of which Diftemper, be.ng committed
1o my Charge, fhe was f{con cared by the common
Method, and has now for feveral Years lived in perfe&
Health. What Quantity fhe eat is not known but on
lier growing Mad, {ome fuch thing was fulpetted, and
on fcarch, a piece of Hemlock Root was {ound on her
Treacirer. So far ti.e Do&or. Howbeit, [ am. in fome
coubt, whether it was reilly the Root of Hemlock
which this Woman did eat, and wiich had this Efc&@
upon her, and not {ome other, tecaufe 1. Fo. Baubine
Hif}. Plant. Tom. 3. Part 2. Pag. 181. relating Two
parailel Stories of Two {everal Families in Montbelgard,
during his abode there, which were in like maner in-
toxicaced by eating of Roots, which they took to be
Par{neps, and which he him{clf cured ; is of Opinion
that tiey were the Roots of Wild Cicely, commonly
calied Ly the Vulgar hereabout Cow weed, becaufe Kine
in the Spring rime willingly eat it, by Herbalifts in
Latine, Cicutaria Vulgari, or Myrrbis Sylveflris ; be-
caule ({aith lie) the Rocts of it are more Lke to Parf:
neps, ihan thofe of Ciewta or Hemlock, and becaufe
this Plant was abundantly more frequent in the Gardens
thereabout then Hemlock. 2. That skiliul Herbalift,
my much cfteemed Fricnd Mr. Fames Petiver a{lured
me, That being in Company with cne Mr. Henley, 2n
ingcnious Friend and Neighbour of his, he faw him ezt
Three or-Four Ounces of Hemlock -Root withour the
lealt Harm, whereupon he himieif was encoarzged to
do the Lke, eating about half anOuace. They tafted
fomewhat lske the Root of Seleri, or Sweet Smalinge,
and he perceived no ill Effe& or Inconveniencs from
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the eating of them, 3. The common People general-
ly believe that the Roots which caufe thefe Symptoms,
are no other than old Parfneps, which have continued
fome Years in the Ground, and therefore call them
Madneps. ¥or my Part, I am not yet fatisfied what
Roots they are, and fhould be glad to receive Satisfa.
¢tion from others.

The other Obfervation I fhall give you in his own
Words, without making any Refiections upon it. A
Gentleman of my Acquaintance, having a Horfe which
he highly valued, troubled with that ftubborn Difeafe
they call the Farcy, employed feveral ufually efficaci-
ous Medicines, infuccesfully. At length, one Day riding
abroad on this Horfe to take the Air, and being in Dif-
courfe with a Gentleman he met in a Flace where grew
a great quantity of Hemlock, he obferved thac the
Horfe began to feed thercon, but checked him at pre-
fent, and was returning home; when calling to miad,
that fome Animals are fometimes directed by what they
call Inftin& to proper Remedies, he rode back to the
fame Place, where the Hotfe again refufed the Grafs,
and fell aboard the Hemlock, greedily eating it up.
On which within Three or Four Days his Scres dried
up and he recovered very faft. From whence it appears
that the Leaves at leaft of Hemlock are not noxious
to fome Animals, but rather falutary. The Seeds alfo
fome Birds, as in our Obfervations Buftards, will gree-
dily eat.

Tours, &c.
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