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YearsOld. And Fig. 3. was brought away from the
Child Ten Years Old; both thefe without any Se-
Ction.

IV. An Acconnt of the Tubera Terre, or Truffles
found at Rufhton in Northamptonthire ; with
fome Remsarks thereon. By Tancred Robin-
fon, M. D. and R.S.S.

S I R,
T HE TZubera Terre (which you was pleasd to (end
me, together with a Draught of theém drawn
with your own Pencil ) obferv’d lately at Rafbton in
Northamptonfbire, by that curious and learned Gentle-
man Mr. Hatton, are indeed the true French Zruffles,
the ltalian Zartufi or Tartuffole, and the Spanith Tarmas
de Tiera, which are not noted by Mr Ray to be found in
our Britifh Soyl. I have feen them thrice as large at
Florence, Rome and Naples, where they eat them as a
delicious and Juxurious piece of Dainty, either fry'd in
flices withi Butter ¢r Otl, Salt and Pepper ; or el/e out of
Pickle, and often boyl'd in their Soup. Of thele there
arethree or four Species mentioned by Matthiolus, I'm-
perati, F. Banhine and Mentzelius.

Thelc oblerv’d in England are all included in 2 ftudded
Bark or Coat, the Tubercules refembling the Capfules or
V.Fig. 4.Sced-Veflels of fome Mallows ard dlced’s ; the inward
fubftance is of the comrfiftence of the flethy part in a
young Chelnut, of a pafte Colour, of a rank or hircine
Odour, and unfavoury, fireaked with many white Veins
V. Fg.s.or Fhreds, as in fome Animals Tefticles ; the whole is

of -a globofe Figure, though unequal and chinky.
What
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What thefe Trubs are, neither the Ancients nor Mo~
derns have clearly informed us; fome will have them
Callofities, or Warts bred in the Earth : Others callthem
{ubterrareous Mufbreoms. If you could ever find Pefti-
gia or Marks of a Stalk, or of Fibres, or Capillaments
about their outfides, I.fhould be then almoft tempted to
guefs, that they are the Produé of {fome Bulbofe or Tu-
berofe Plant, perhaps a Satyrion or Orchis, or fome other
Root of that numerous Tribe, many of which have a Se-
minal Smell. _

I conjeGture that thefe Twbera Terre were found af-
ter the late Thunder and Rains; for fome of the Anci-
ents calld them Cerauwia, to which Fuvenal {eems to
allude, Saz. V.

Poft bune raduntur Tubera, f ver

Tunc erit, $8 facient optara tonitrua cenas
Majores : tibi babe framentum, Alledius inquit
O Libye : disjunge boves, dum tubera mittas.

They are moft tender in the Spring ; though after
Showers and fultry Weather they may be plentifully
tound in the Autuma : the Wet {wells them, and Light-
ning may difpofe them to fend forth their particular
Scent fo alluring to the Swine.

Ludovicus Romanus , Navigar. Lib.x. cap. 7. affirms,
That Thirty Camels Load of thefe Zruffles or Trubs
brought from Armenia and Afia Minor have been all {old
at Damafeus in two or three days. The manner of find-
ing aad rooting them up may be read in Mr. Ray’s Itine-
raty of Jtaly, p. 403, 404. and in his Catal. Stirpium
Exor. at the end ot his Travels, p. 109.

I need not tell you the Ules to which the Greeks and
Romans apply’d thefe Vegetable Bodies, nor how they
are drefS’d and eaten at this day. Pliny, Martial, Plu-
tarch, Athenwus, Galen, Apicius, &c. may be conlulted
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for the firft ; Nonnus, Brayerinus, Ciccarellus, &c. for
the laft.

POSTSCRIPT.

Fter the writing of the foregoing Letter, T received
~ Intelligence, that Mr. Hatton.obferv’d Fibres iffuing
/. Fig.4.cut of forne of thefe Tubera, whichlay Spit deep under
ground ; {o that perhaps they may be Plante fui gene-
ris, and their {ulcated Papillz analogous to, if not Seed-
Veffels. You know feveral Vegetables bear their Seed
near the Root, as the Trifolium fubterraneum tricoccum re-
ticulatum flofculis longis albis 3 moft of the Arachydna’s,
and fome other Legumes, which flower above, but feed
under ground.  As to the Traffles lying fo deep, that is
common- to many Roots that thoot up Stalks above the
Farth. To inftance only in that Zathyras tuberofus,
calld commonly. Chamebalanas and Terre Glandes ; in
Englith, Peafe-Earthuur, digg'd up and eaten by the
poor People, Nou unifi alti fofione inveniende, {ays Fobn
Bauhine,. But for a clear Hiftory of thefe, our Judicious
Mr. Ray may be confulted, Hiftor. Plant. Pol. 1. p. 895,
899,918,919, 042.

The Roots of our Bulbocaffanum (of the Umbelliferous
Tribe) commonly- calld Aepper-Nuts, Pignuts and Ger-
nats in the North, lie very deep, and fatten Hogs, which
are very greedy of them. [ have often obfervid the
Shepherds and Boys in - Jorkjbire digging them up for a
delicate Dith: Perhaps this is the Nucala Terreftris Sep-
semtrionalinm of Lolel, and the Apios of Turner.

Fleetfireet, dug. 29.. Tours. &c.
1.69 8 3

Tancred Bobinfon.
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