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XVHL Part of a Letter from the Abbe
Pluche to Dr. Mortimer, Sec. R.S. concern-

ing the Smut of Cotn.  Tvanflated from the
French oy T.S. M. D. E.R. S.

SIR, Paris, Oét. 24.1736. N. §.
Have lately paffed fome Months in the Country,
where I have had the Satisfattion to read in the

great Book (Nature), which far exceeds all our Li-
braries; and I made feveral f{mall Obfecrvations,
among which are the following:

1. Having with the Afliftance of the Microfcope
viewed the Swur of Corn, I obferved the Stalks
were all fpotted and pricked with finall Burnings :
Now as the Smur happens after a fine Rain followed
by a bright Sun-thine, the Caufe of this Evil is, that
the Focus of thofe very {fmall Drops is juft near them,
and on the Stalk that fupports them : Wherefore the
Sun’s Rays, colletted in this Point, muft there burn;
which dries up the Stalk, and prevents the Ear from
graining.
~. The fecond Remark is on the Corn that grows up
into Ears, the Grains of which are for the moft part
full of Meal quite black. With the Microfcope I
faw, all round or above thefe black Grains, {mall
long Bodies, rolled up, and having each a Pedicle ;
which I found to be the Flowers, that could not
reach their duec Form, or come forth and ripen; fo
that the Grain, being deprived of this Help, could
not develop its Germ, and produccd only a black
Meal, for want of the unfolding of certain Veflels.
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The thitd Remark is, the Reafon that invites
Thrafhes ox Starlings under the Legs of black Cattle
grazing in a Pafturc. Not being able to get near
them, I obferved them at a.Diftance with a good
Glafs, 1faw all thefe Birds thruft their Head and half
their Body down into the Grafs, in fuch manner
that their Tails remained ere& in the Air, as that of
a “Dyck upon diving; which makes me think, that
thofe Birds feck after Worms in the Earth ; and that
they gather about the Cattle, becaufe as they are large
Animals, upon trampling on the Ground, they oblige
fuch Worms to come forth, as happen to be prefs'd
under the Weight of their Hoofs.—1I thall be glad of
every Opportunity of convincing you how much I
refpet you, and am,

Zour moft bumble,
and moft obedient Servant,

Pluche.

XIX. A Letter from John Bartram, M. D. to
Peter Collinfon, F. R. S. concerning a Clufter
of fmall Teeth obferved by him at the Root
of each Fang or great Tooth in the Head of
a Rattle-Snake, upon diffecting it.

Myr. Collinfon, Phitadelphia, Fuly 17. 173 4.
N E AR German-town, about fix Miles from this
. N City, we found a Rattle-fnake, which is now
become a Rarity fo near our Settlements, 1 took it

home,



