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XX An Account of & remarkable Ap-
pearance in the Moon, April 22, 1751, by
James Short, F. R. §.

ReadApril 25§ N Numb. 396 of the Philofoph. Tranfe
175t there is an account of an obfervation
made on a particular and uncommon appearance of
the lunar fpot called Plato in the nomenclature of
Riccioli’s and Grimaldi’'s Selensgraphy, and Lacus
niger major in that of Hevelius. Signor Bianchini,
to whom we owe this communication, fays, that it
was the 16 of Auguft 1725, N, St. about an hour
after fun-fet, when he took his obfervation with a
dioptric telefcope, of the length of 150 Roman
palms (about 110 Englifh feet) made by the famous
Campani, the air being very ferene, and the moon
(as he fays, fpeaking of the fame phenomenon in his
book of Venus) a day paft the firft quarter: fo that
the faid fpot then lay in the common feion of light
and darknefs. ‘The mountainous oval margin, with
which it is furrounded, was brightly illumin'd with
the fun’s rays ; but the plain bottom leok’d darkifh
~ as having not yet received his light. There was
however extended along its area, from end to end,
a track of reddifh light, as though a beam had been
admitted through fome perforation in that fide of the
margin, which was then expofed to the fun. M.
Bianchini propofes the folution of this matter in two
different ways : firft, by fuppofing an aperture in the
margin, asjult now mentioned : or, fecondly, by con-
eeiving the moon to have an atmofphere, and that
thereby
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thereby the rays pafling near the fummit of the
margin might be fo refracted, as to be thrown upon
the plain area or bottom.

Having lately had an opportunity of obferving
fomething of the fame nature myfelf, I take the
liberty to lay it before the Society : as alfo to entreat
their opinion about my conjeture concerning the
caufe thereof.

Monday, April 22, 1721, O. St. being at Marl-
borough-houfe along with Dr. Stephens and Mr.
Harris, and having direGted the great reflector to
the moon, I perceived a fingle ftreak of light pro-
jected along the flat bottom of the fpot Plato; and
from what I was then able to recolle¢t of Signor
Bianchint’s narrative, I could make no doubt but that
it was of the fame kind with that, which he faw,
and which I had fo often looked after in vain. By
the pofition of the {pot on the difk, and the thadow
of the mountains on the weft fide of it, we fhould
not have expected to have feen any light on the bot-
tom. Soon after we difcerned another ftreak of
light extended along the bottom, parallel to the firft,
but fomewhat lower, which in a very fhort time
was evidently divided into two. I fought in vain
for fuch a perforation, as that hinted at in the other
account ;, but thro’ the great magnifying power of
this inftrument, we were able to difcover a gap or
notch in the mountains to the weftward, which abut-
ted againft the firft fireak or fiream, and purfuing
our objet with great attention, we alfo perceiv'd a
kke gap in the direGion of the lower ftreak: but
tho' this fireak was divided into two, we were. not

able at any rate to find out another notch, whereby
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to account fatisfaltorily for the whole appearance ;
which I thould have looked upon as folved, could
fuch an one have been difcerned in a right fituation.
But here I beg to refer myfelf to the judgment of
this Society: only fhall obferve, the two gaps we
faw were directly interpos’d between the fun and
their refpetive fireaks,

J- Short.

XXI1V. A Catalogue of the Fifty Plants from
Chelfea-Garden, prefented to the Royal
Society, &y the worfbipful Company of Apo-
thecaries for the Year 1750, purfuant to
the Direftion of Sir Hans Sloane, Baronet,
Med. Reg. & Soc. Reg. muper Prefes, by
John Wilmer, M. D. clarif]. Sociesat.
Pharmaceut. Lond. Soc. Horz. Chelf. Pre-
fect. et Prelect. Botanic.

Read May 2. 1401. AButilon periploce acutiori fo-
1758 lio, fruétu ftellato. Hort. Elt.
1402 Allium faxatile acori radice flore purpureo
Bocc. Muf.
1403 Androface vulgaris latifolia annua Tourn. 123.
1404 Anemonofgermos African. fol. & facic Taraxaci
incanis Boeth.
140§ After Tripolii flore C.B.
1406 After ceeruleus ferotinus frutefcens Tradef-
cant,
1407



