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I Part of a Letter from Robert Sibbald, Knighe,
to Dr Hans Sloane, ®. S. Secr. concerning a Se-
cond Volume of his Prodromus Hiftoriz Natu-
ralis Scotie 5 with a Defcription of the Pediculus
Cxt1, &ec.

Edisburgh, Ockob. 8. 1706.

Ou ask in yours about the Cetologia : 1 wrote it
_indeed in our Language about two years ago; but [
find fo few here curious of that fort of Learning, I judg'd
it better to publith it in Latin, in‘the 2d Volume of my
Prodromws Hiftorie Naturalis, 1'1m now preparing for
the Prefs. There are many wild Plants, and many Mi-
nerals to be added, which were not mentioned before 3
but the Bulk of it will be the .Fifhes and other Aquatiles,
of which we have many rare and very remarkable: I
have feveral in Plates, and am caufing the others to be

rawn. |
Amongft them is this curious Shell Fifh, Fig. 1. which
Mr Foffer, a Regent in the College of St Andrews, fent
to our Colledge 5 feveral of them he fays were taken up-
on the fides of a Whale that wis caft in there. Such ano.
ther was caft in in Edinborrow Frith fome 30 years ago.
I gave a rude defcription of tha Shell of that I got, in my
AucFuarinm Mufei Balfouriani, >ublithed Anno 1697. bat
this hath the Animal in it. Wz have got' buc one, elfe [
had fent you one: 1 have fent :he Figure of it drawn by
an Artift 5 if 1 had got another, I would have cut this in
two, to have confider’d the inward parts, but this onghe
to be kept entire. 1t is the Balanus Balene cxidam Ceea- i
Septentrionalis adberens D. Mart. Lifteri, Hiff. Concnil.
The
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The Pediciins Ceti Bocconi, who, for ought I know, was
the firft that mention'd ic, in his Recherches & Obfervations
Nuturelles. His Defcription of the Shell is better than the
Figure he giveth of it. [ prefame to give you my Re-
marks upon it for want of better, which I muft intreat
you to take in good part.

The Shell approacheth to a Sexangular Figure, and con-
fifteth of one Valyve, in which point it dittereth from all
the Balawi 1 have {een: It hath no Spiral Circumvolutions -
nor Apex, but it openeth at both ends 3. the Orifice of the
upper end is narrower, and it is through it that it puts
forth its Cirrbi or Brachia. The Orifice of the lower
end is much broader, and the Animal is lodged in it.
The lower is divided, as Boccorze obferveth, into 18 Lines,
which are raifed, 12 of them are fimple and ftraight, and
the other 6 are branched : The laft are o placed, that two
{traight Lines arc betwixt each of them. There is a cavity
betwixt all of them, in which the Girrb: or Arms of the
Animal are probably placed, tho in this fubje&t they ftood
in the middle of - the upper part of the Shell, wich ctheir
ends contrafied as the Figure theweth them s for the upper
Orifice is decper than the lower. They were altogetier
within_it, but weraifed them with the Leg of a Campafls
to the pofture that they appear in the Figare. There i3
an opening from the under part to  the upper, by which
thefe Cirrhi mount from the Head of the Animal. The
Orifice of the upper part is narrow below, but wide in the
middle, and then again contralts fomewhat. The Body
of the Shell is Convex ; it hath 6 divifions, each confifting
of 4 Tubes extuberant 5 which are narrower at the upper
end, but grow f{enfibly wider towards the lower end:
The utmoft of thefe Tubes are narrow. the middle are
broader, all of them have Strie crofling themy the dis
ftances betwixt the parts of them are {mooth and appear
hellow; the Superficies of them are wider at the top and
grow narrower fenfioly towards the bottom. All the
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‘Tubes are hollow in the infide, making cavities betwixt
the Lines, both fimple and branched, which compofe
them. They arife from the Orifice in the middle of the
inner part of the Shell, and proceed toward the fides of
it5 the branched part is neareft the fide of the Shell. This
is what I could obferve of the Shell, upon both the outer
and ianer fide of it. 'To come now to the Animal: 1n the
upper part appeard like 2 Mouth gaping 5 the upper and
lower parts were both femicircular, but narrower towards
the point of the Overture : They were membranaceous
and took their Rife from the infide of the Shell. The
upper Lip, if I may fo call it, was altogether membranous,
the lower feemed of an ofleous confiftence towards the
Shell, and appear'd likethe Dentes molares : A little below
the Mouth appear'd the Cirrbi, which were continued
with the reft of the Body of the Animal. I doubt
not buc when the Animal is alive, the under pare
below the Cirrbi doth refemble the under part of the
Mollufci of the Polypode kind: This did refemble
the Parenchyma of a Buccinum, but was much firmer, and
when it was prefled it yielded a fat Juice 5 jt was white
without, but blackifh where it adhered to the Shell 5 it
was all drawn up within the under part of the Shell,
which it filled : It was fomewhat exficcated, and fo I
could not perceive any diftin&tion -of parts in it, tho fome
are of opinion there may be Pifcera and Veflels traced in it
when the Animal is newly taken. This is what I could
obferve of the Parenchymons {ubftauce in the lower part.
You fee in the Figure two Sinewy Bodies, which arife
from the fides of the upper part of the Shell, the one
exactly oppofite to the other 5 they end as’it were in two
Claws ; by thefe it is like the Animal attacheth it feIf to
any thing 3 and by thefe it hung to the Whale; it can de-
late and contrac them as it pleafeth: So it giveth usa new
fort of Creature of the Polypus kind, which feemeth to be
peculiar to fome fort of Whales in our Seas, this 'be;lf]g ths
econ
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fecond caft in upon- our Shore in my time. There s 1o
little to be feen in the Natural Hiftory relating to fuciy
Animals as this, I thought this rade account, {uch as it is,
would not be unwelcome to you,

Il An Accownt of a Hydrops Ovarii, with a new
and exalt Figure of the Glandulz renales, and of
the Uterus in & Puerpera.  Communicated by
Dr Douglas, F. R. §.

Lately opened the Body of a Woman, aged 27, who
dyed the third day after Delivery, on which I made
the following remarks.

1. She meafured round the Walte a yard and three
quarters, and from the Scrobiculus Cordis to the Os Putis a
yard and a quarter.

‘2, All the cutaneous Veins of the Abdomen were of a
very unufual and-extraordinary bignefs, and very much
diftended with Blood. From the largeft of them, being
opened, I extracted {everal polypous concretions.

3. The Cuticula, from the Umbilicus downwards, was
rough and {caly to the naked Eye. In feveral parts ic
appeared gangreened, occafioned probably by the fharp-
nefs of the Serun that always ouzed out of it, when fhe
fcratched the little Pimples or Wheals that arofe on its
furface ; thefe for foms time ufed to go off without
any Scar, but as her ftrength decayed they became mor-
tified.

4. Upcn all the Regio Epigaftrica the outward Intsgu-
meats were very thin, little or no fat being vifibic : Fuc
from the upper part of the Regio Umbilicalis, down to
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