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L An Account of Symptoms arifing from eating
the Seeds of Henbane, with their Cure, <.
and fome occafional Remarks, by Sir Hans
Sloane, Bart. P. S. R.

N the Year 1729,a Perfon came to confult meon
I anAccident, that befell four of his Children, aged
> from four Years and a half, to thirteen Years
and a half, uponeating fome Seeds they had gathered
in the Fields, near Pancras-Church, which they mi-
ftook for Philberts. He brought one of the Cap-
S#les with him : T inftantly knew it to be that of
the Hyofciamus niger, vel vulgaris, C.B. (or the
common Henbane) which bears fome grofs Re-
femblance to the Husk of a Philbert ; and the Seeds
are like thofe of the Poppy. The Symptoms that
appeard in all the Four were, great Thir{t, Swiminings
of the Head, Dimnefs of Sight, Ravings,and profound
Sleep ; which laft, in one ofthem, continued two Days
and Nights,

I order’d them all to be bled, blifter’d in feveral
Places, and afterwards purged with a Medicine com.
pofed of Eleft. lenitiv. Ol amygd. dulc. flor. Sulph.
$° Syr. flor. perficor. which operated both by Vomit
and Stool: And by this Method they perfetly re-
covered

The Delirium occafioned by thefe Seeds differs
from the common, and in fome Meafure agrees with
that produced by the Du#roa,a Species of Stramonium;
and by the Bangue of Ezglolndia, a fortof Hemp d
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And they are all different from that kind of Dif-
order caufed by the rubbing with a certain Ointment
made ufe of by Witches (according to Lacuna,in his
Verfionand Comments upon Diofiorides ) the Effe&t
of which (as'he was told) is to throw the Perfons into
deep Sleep,and make them dream fo {trongly of being
carried inthe Airto diftant Places, and there meeting
with others of their diabolical Fraternity ; that when
they awake they a&tually believe, and have confefs’d,

that they have performed {uch extravagant A&ions.
-On this Occafion, I begleave to give an Inftance of
the great Virtues of Henbane-Seeds in the Tooth-ach.
Some Years ago, a Perfon of Qualitytormented with
this racking Pain, had an Empyrick recommended to
him ; his:Anguifh obliging him to fubmit to any Me-
thod of procuring Eafe: The Quack convey’d the
Smoke of burning Henbane-Seeds, by means ofa Fun.
nel, into the hollow Tooth, and thereby removed
the Pain: But at the fame time there dropped fome
Maggots from the Tooth (as he pretended) into a Pail
of Water placed underneath for that purpofe ; which
was very {urprizing to the Beholders. Being told
the Story, I procured one of the Maggots, and
{ent it wrapt up in Silk to Mr. Leewwenhoek, at
Delft in Holland, where it arrived fafe and alive,
Upon Examination, he found it to be entirely like
thofe bred in ordinary rotten Cheefe : Wherefore, he
got {ome of thefe latter, and carefully fed them, and
that I had fent, on the fame Cheefe, and they were all,
according to the ufual Methods of Nature turn’d into
{mall Scarabei ;5 fo that there appeared not the leaft
Difference between them either when Maggots or
Scarabei, both being return’d me from Holland.
' Upon
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Upon the whole, though the Smoke of the Hen.
bane-Seeds cured the Tooth-ach, ’tis highly proba.
ble the Maggots had been conveyed thither, and let
drop into the Water by fome flight of Hand ; feeing,
by means of fome fuch unjuft Dexterity, Empyrics
daily acquire Reputation from a Medicine, which
from the Prefcription of an honeft Phyfician would be
taken little Notice of.

II. AnAbfraét of the Meteorological Diaries,
communicated to the Royal Society, with Re-
marks upon them. By Wm. Derham, D. D.
Canon of Windlor, and F. ®R. S. [PARrT L
Vide Tranfa&. No. 423:]

P ar T II. Containing Meteorological Obfervations
made at

Petersburgh, Lunden'in
Lunden in Sweden, g 1724, 1725. ! Sweden, E 1724.

A Journal of Meteorological Obfervations made
at Petersburgh, By the Rev. Mr. Tho.
Confett, from Nov. 24, 1724, toJune 23,
1725, abftrafted for the Ufe of the Royal
Society. By Wm. Derham, F.®. S.

H1S Journal contains Obfervations, three times
in the Day, of the Barometer, the Winds and
their Strength, the Weather, and (after 4pril 15) of
the Therinometer. Which Obfervations (-Ithough

very curiousand ufeful) yet being too long, would be
02 tedious



