[ 449 ]

IX. A Letter from the Rev* My. Tho. Steward,
V.D. M, to Dr. Mortimer, Secr. R.S. con-
cevning the Virtues of the Star of the Earth,
Coronxorus, or Bucks-horn Plantain, in
the Cuve of the Bite of the Mad-Dog. See
Tranf. N° 443. . 319. and 360.

Bury St. Edmund's,
Nov. 1. 1738,

Honoured S 1R,

AVING met with a Paragraph in the Hiftory

L of the Works of the Learned for Fuly laft, in
which the Author takes Notice of a Paffage in the
laft publithed Philofophical Tranfaction, relating to
fome Vegerables faid to have great Virtue for the
Prevention of that terrible Malady called the Hydro-
phobia, viz. The Lichen cinereus terreftris, and an
Herb called, Stellaria, or Star of the Earth; as to
the latter of which, at leaft, 1 apprchend there muft
have been a Miftake, (though an involuntary and un-
avoidable one, through.the Defe& or Confufion of
the Memoirs made ufe of ) and a putting of guid pro
guo (as’tis commonly exprefs’d):  On this Occafion
I drew up a Letter to the faid Author, in which I
attempted the Re&ification of it, happening to have
fome Materials by me, proper (as I thought) for fuch
a Purpofe : But confidering that what he writes is but
an Extra& from what was publifhed by you as Secre-
tary to the RovarL Sociery, I conceived that it
would better become me to addrefs you more imme-
diately,
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diately, as'mote expreflive of Refpe&t both to your-
felf, and to thit very Honourable and Learned
SocIETY, to which you are {o necarly related. Aad
fince the Draught of what I judged fit to fend the
afore-mentioned Author, (and which 1 have chofen
to fupprefs) 1 have endeavoured to get fome further
I.xght into the Affair, by a Converfation with my
worthy Friend Dr. §.Dale of Braintree, {well known
to feveral of the Virtuofi, and one of whofe inge-
nious Letters I find publifhcd in Phil. Tranf- No444.)
who fully concurs with me in his Sentiments, asto the
Subject of this Letter. In his well-furnithed Bota-
nic Library, I met with feveral things which are
“Defiderata in my own much meaner one, that greatly
contributed towards the Elucidation of what hasbeen
ftrangely obfcured by an odd and unaccountable Com-
plication or Accumulation of Miftakes, grounded upon
Narratives in which there feem to me to be diverfe
Inconfiftencies, and Mifreprefentations of Matters of
Fa@, through Inadvertency or Lapfe of Memory, or
Anachronifms, by which my once very dcar Friend
and kind Correfpondent, Mr. Raj, (whofe Name
and Memory muft ever be precious to all Lovers of
folid Learning) was himfelf led into a Miftake (and
became the innocent Occafion of leading others into
the fame) about the lat-mentioned Vegetable, which
he took to be zbe Star of the Earth, mentioned by
‘Grey, as a fovereign Remedy againft the Bite of a
Mad-Dog ; but was afterwards convinced,,that it was
not {o, as will evidently appear from what follows,
in which I have done what in me lics to get to the
Bottom of the Matter, and to extricate it out of that

Maze



[ 45t ]
Maze in which it has pretty long lain hid, by the
Heclp of the beft Clue that I could poflibly find.

Having- made the Study of Botany the agrecabic
Amufement of my younger Years, 1 was very much
puzzled with what I met with in the Appendix to the
2d Volume of the General Hiftory of Plants, com-
piled by the Reverend and Learned Genticman but
now mentioned (who was pleafed to honour and
favour me both with his Friendfhip, and Epiftolary
Correfpondence) concerning the Spanifb Catch-fly,
which he there affirms (p. 1895.) to be the Star of
the Earth, {o famous for the Prevention of the /y-
drophobia ;s whereas 1 always (before 1 read this Af-
fertion in Mr. Ray) took the Coromopus, or Bucks-
horn Plantain, to be the true Star of the Earth,
and do flill belicve it fo to be, for the Reafons that
will occur, to you in the Sequel.

Being defirous to know what Grounds Mr. Ray
had for afcribing fuch Virtae to the Cateh-fly, 1 wrote
a Letter to him, dated {o long ago as Dec. 1. 1698.
in which (among feveral other Particulars that would
be impertinent to mention) [ requefted of him to
tell me what his Sentiments were at that timeg upon
this Subje&. My Words were thefe, viz.

[Opinionem tuam de¢ Herba illa a Grayo in fua
Hippatrice Memorata, quam Stcllam Terra vocat, &
ad morfum canis rabidi efficaciflimam efle aflerit,
fcire exopto.  Stirpes duz (ut videtur) hoc nomine
infigniuntur, viz. Plantago illa foliis laciniatis Coro-
nopus dicta, & Lychnis vifcofa flore mufcofo, five
Scfamoides Salamanticum magnum.  Prior in Comi-
tatu Norfolcienci magno in pretio habetur, & in cafu
preditto (nec fine certo fucceflu) femper fere 1 wfum
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venit. Pofterior autem paucis innotefcit, necab ullis
mihi notis unquam ufurpata fuit. Tu vero autho-
ritate Domini Edwardi Hullii (viri fane clariflin)
nixus, in Appendice ad Hifl. Gencralem, bunc elie
Plantam a Grayo rantoperc laudatani afliriss iod in
Synopfi Stirpium Britannicarum nihilde Herbe Lujutce
viribus {cribis; laudes autem, quibus hanc ornabas, in
Coronopumretulifti. Quaro igitur abs te, num fcn-
tentiam tuam mutafti } Et D. Hulfium de hac planta
deceptum fuifle nunc arbitraris? Ego fane dubius &
incertus haxrco. Grayus ipfe nullum aliud nomen
prater Stellam Terre herbz, quam adeo magnificar,
impofuir, neque (in illa faltem Editione, quam mihi
videre contigit) defcriptionem ullam, notamve cha-~
racterifticam addidit, qua Planta hzc laudatiflima aliis
innotefceret.  Nefcio autem quomodo D: Hulfius tam
certo fciret Grayum ad Lychnidem praedidtam refpe-
xifle, camque nomine illo defignaffe. An Lychnis hac
tantis pollet viribus, ego quidem multum dubito ; quod
autem tu mihi hunc eximas {fcrupulum, (ut phrafi
Pliniana utar) hoc impenfius cupio.]

To this Inquiry that good communicative Gentle-
man condefcended to return the following free and
ingenuous Anfwer, in Englih (though part of his
Lerter was in the fame Language with mine).

[As to your pertinent Queftion concerning the
“ Plant called Szar of the Earth, the Cafe ftands thus:
King Fames {ent to the Royar Sociery a Sampic of
a Plant dried, which was fent him for that which
eured his Dogs when bitten with a Mad-Dog, and
by the Name of the Star of the Earth. This Plant
not being well dried and preferved, none of the
RovarL Socrery knew certainly what to make of';

fo
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fo they fent it to me, who, ypon carcful Examina-
tion of it, found it to be the Sefamoides Salaman-
ticum Magnum ; whereupon Dr. Hulfe {ending me
that Obfervation out of Gray, concerning the Ufe
of the Plant called zbe Star of the Earth, 1thought
I had Ground enough to attribute the Virtue of curing
the Hydrophobia to the Sefamoides Salamanticum, not
imagining that any would dare to abufe a Sovercign
Prince, by fending him a falfe Plant. But afterwards,
confidering that the Corongpus was, for its Refem-
blance to a Star, called 2he Star of the Earth, and
that it was noted for fucha Virtue, but the Sefamoides
was ncither like a Star, nor by any fo called, nor de-
{cribed to have fuch a Quality 5 I concluded, that the
Plant which Gray meant, wasthe Coronopus and not
the Sefamoides, and that we had been abufed by a falfe
Plant fent to King Fames, for the Star of the Earth.] }

This Account from Mr. Ray himfelf fully fatisfied
me, that the Bucks-horn, and not the Carch-fly, was
the true Star of the Earth. But as to the curing of
King Fames’s Hounds, I fufpe& that Mr. Ray was
mifinformed as to that Matter, and am now almoft
perfuaded, that there was never fuch a thing ; for I
cannot but obferve, that there is a moft perplexing
Inconfiftency between the two Extralts which have
been given from the Journal-Books of the RovaL
SocieTy, relating to this Matter of Fad. The
Words are thefe, in the laft Page of the laft-publithed
Tranfaction, No 443. p. 360. viz.

[Nov. 16. 1671. Sit R. Moray exhibited a certain
Plant, (which by Mr. Ray is called Lichen cinereus
terreftris) faid by Sir R. M. to be very good to cure
Dogs bitten by a Mad-Dog; his Royal Highnefs
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having caufed it to be given to 2 whole Kennet of
Dogs bitten by a Mad one, which were all cured,
except one of them, to whom nonc of it was given.
The Specimen was kept in the Repofitory.]

Quere, Whether it be there ftill 2

[Afterwards, viz. March 1671-2. Sir R. M. men-
tioned, That a whole Kennel of Dogs belonging to
his Royal Highnefs, were bitten by a Mad Do-, apd
had been lately cured by an Herb called Stellaria, or
Star of the Earth. This Plant is the Lych. vifc.
flore mufcofo, C. B. in Englifh, Spanifb Catch-fly : Sce
thefe Tranfattions, N° 187. where is a Receipt to
cure Mad Dogs, wherein this Plant is a principal In-
gredient, which Receipt, communicated by Sir R.
Gazzm’on, was there publifhed by his Majefty’s fpecial
Command, A». 1687.]

Now, Sir, here are two very different Accounts
from the fame Perfon, relating to the fame Thing.
In the firft, Sir R. M. fpeaks of the Curc as per-
formed by the Lichen; in the fecond, in lefs than
half a Year after the other, he mentions it as done by
the Stellaria. Now it {feems utterly improbable, that
the Kennel of Heounds fhould be twice bitten, and
cured by a different Plant in fo fhort a Space: And
indeed (as I hinted before) my prefent Opinion is,
that the Hounds were never bit by a Mad-Dog at aH
but that the whole Story has been founded upon an
older one, of which there is Mention madein that
Book written by 7. de Grey, E{q; called The expert
Farrier,in the 2d Edition of which, in 4to, publifhed in
165 2. among other Cures for the Bite of a Mad-Dog,
hie prefcribes this which follows, p. 160.

[Take
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[Take the Hetb which groweth in dry and barren
Hills, called zbe Star of the Earth; you muft give it
three Days together. The firft time you muft gather
three of thefe Herbs, with all the whole Roots; and
wath them clean, and pound them well ; which done,
give them to your Horfe in Milk, Beer, Ale, or
White-wine, but be careful the Horfe takes all the
Herbs and Roots : If you will, you may make up thefe
Herbs and Roots in freth or {weet Butter, which will
do as well. The fecond Day give your Horfe five
of thefe Herbs and Roots, as before ; and the third
Day give him feven. Do this punctually, and you
may be well aflured your Horfe will be perfectly
cured; for albeit I myfelf have never tried this Me-
dicine, yet 1 do know, the Party of whom I had this
Cure, hath cured much Cattle of all Sorts therewith.
I myfelf can fay thus much of this Receipt, That I
knew it cure an whole Kennel of Hounds of a Gen-
tleman’s, one Beagle excepted, which they did not
fufpe&t to be bitten, which indeed was bitten; fo he
fell mad and died, but all the reft efcaped. Another
time, a Gentleman’s Son of my Acquaintance was
unfortunately bitten, who was cured by the Party
who taught me this Receipt; and this young Gentle-
man (who was then a Boy of 10 Years old) was fo
far fpent with the Rancor of the Difeafe, before this
Man took him in hand, as that his Head began to
be addle, and he to talk very idly; yet he cured
him, fo as he lived and did well, and is at this Hour
living, and a very proper and handfome Man, ¢¢.]

Thus far Je Grey. Now, Sir, 1 am apt-to think,
that any one who confiders what he fays about the
Kennel of Hounds, will be rcady to conclude, that
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thefe were what Sir R. M. miftook for the Duke
of Zork’s Dogs, as {eems plain from the remarkable
Circumftance of the one Beagle that had none of
the Plant given him, mentioned in both the Stories.
So ftrangely may Errors arife, and be multiplied, by
jumbling the Ideas of different things together in the
Minds and Mémories of Men, how wife and learned
foever. So far as I can find, all the Concern, King
Fames had in this Affair, was his fending a Plant to
the RovaL Sociery, which his Huntfman recom-
mended as an excellent Remedy for the Bite of a
Mad-Dog; and it fcems to me very likely, that the
Huntfman might have met with this Story in Grep,
and told it to his Mafter, and this he might tell to Sit
R. M. and it may be, the Man, to fet out the Vir-
tues of the Medicine the more, might tell the Duke,
that feveral of his own Hounds were cured by i,
whether it were really fo or not. None of thefe
Suppolitions are impoflible, nor, in my poor Judg-
ment, very improbable. '

To make this dark Affair appear in a flill clearer
Light, let me defire you to compare and confider the
following Extra@ts. In a Lerter to Mr. Ray from
Mr. Aubry, publithed by Mr. Derham, and dated
Aug. 5. 1691. there is this Paragraph, p. 250. [King
Fames fentby Sir —Garden (1 (uppofe it thould have
been Gourden) to the RoyaL SocieTy, a Plant called
Star of the Earth, with the Receipt made of it, to
cure the Bite of a Mad-Dog, which is in Tranfac-
tivms N© 187.}1  This refers to a Receipt communi-
cated by Sir R. Gourdon, by his Majefty’s Command,
and in which there is mention of the Star of the
Earth, and to which this N. B, is added, [ The Plant

in
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in this Receipt, and which is the chief Ingredient,
isknown among Botanifts by the Name of Se¢famoides
Salamanticum of Parkinfon, or Lychnis vifcofa, dre.
of Bauhine, Anglice Spanifb Carch-fly. It grows
plentifully about Thetford, &c. Vide Raii Cat. Pl
Angl. & Hift. Pl Tom. 290, iuter Lychnides.] This
{cems grounded upon what Mr. Ray was afterwards
perfuaded to be a Miftake.

The next thing I fhall beg your Attention to, is
a Letter from Sir Hans Slane, the now very Ho-
nourable Prefident pof the RovarL Society, to Mr.
Ray 5 prior indeed in Time to the former, being
dated Fume 1.1687. in thefe Words: [Sir, I fend
you inclofed the Specimen of a Plant growing on
Newmarket-Heath, and in Surrey, known by the
Name of the Star of the Earth in thofc Parts. It
is particularly taken Notice of on the Account of its
extraordinary and admirable Virtue, in curing the
biting of Mad-Dogs, cither in Beafts or Men. One
of his Majefty’s Huntfmen having proved it a great
many timcs, gave the King his way of ufing it, which
was an Infufion in Wine with Treacle, and one or
two more Simples. His Majefty was pleafed to com-
municate it to Grefbam-College, to the RoyaL So-
Cc1ETY; and nobody knowing the Plant by that
Name, fome there prefent confirming its Ufe in
fome Parts of England in that Difcafe, the Herb be-
ing as little known here as if it came from the /-
dies, 1told the Sociery, I would let you have the
beft Specimen of it, which I queftion not is known
to you. If you pleafe to give your Sentiments, you
will extremely oblige, &¢.] To this Mr. Ray re-
turncd the following Anfwer: [Sir, I received your

' Letter



[ 458 ]

Letter with the Specimen enclofed, which fcems to
me to be the Sefamoides Salamanticum Magnum of
Clufius, ot Lychnis vift. dre. of Bauhine, which 1
have obferved to grow plentifully upon New-
market Heath, &c. 1 wonder it thould have f{uch
a Virtue as you mention, but it fecms it is well at-
tefted.  Dr. Hulfe writes to me, he finds it in Grey’s
Farrier.] This {eems pretty cvidently to rcfer to
the fame Plant mentioned by Aubry, and this furely
was the Plant that not being well dried and preferved,
the SocieTy could not tell what to make of, and
which Mr. Ray found to be the Sefamoides, which
he then thought was the Plant that Grey called zhe
Star of the Earth ; but upon further Confideration, he
was firmly perfuaded, that the Coronopus, and not the
Sefamoides, was the Plantintended by de Grey (for fohis
Name ought to be written): And indeed, to me there
feems to be the greateft Probability, if not abfolute Cer-
tainty, of this latter Opinion s for the Sefumoides was a
Plant fo little known 1n Grey’s Time, that the Botanifts
who were cotemporary with him, took it for a Plant
that was wholly a Stranger in England, as may be feen
in Jobnfon vpon Gerard and in Parkinfon and the
Manner of giving it, as direed by Grey, viz. firft
three, then five, and then feven Plants, Roots and all,
{peaks it to bea fmall Herb, fuch as is the Coronopus,
and not fuch alarge one, with a big, fticky or woody
Root, as the Sefamoides. Thislam very {ure of, that in
Norfolk, my native County, (and which, if I miftake
not, was Grey's alfo) the Coronopus is called the Star
of the Earth (and among other Names given it by
Dodonzus, this of Stellaria, and Stella Terrw, isonc,
p- 95 of the Englifh Tranflation; and he defcribes
it as lying fpread upon the Ground like a Star; and

Gerard
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Gerard givesthe fame Defeription of it, and Parkinfin,
in his Theatrum, yet more fully, p. 5o1. viz. That
the Leaves lie round about the Root in Order one by
another, thereby refembling the Form of a Star, and
therefore called Herba Stedlas by which Name,
among others, it is called by Cefalpinus, Lobel, dre.
But who cver met with the Name §te//aria, ot Stella
Terre, among the Synonyma of the Sefamoides
any Botanic Writer before Mr. Ray, who afterwards
retracted it, -as has been fully proved ). In that Part
of Norfolk where 1 was born, not far from Norwich,
towards the Sca-coaft, where the Bucks-horn Plant
grows abundantly, there was great Ufe made of it
when [ was but a Lad, and always with good Succefs,
{o far as ever I could hear. One Story I can tell of
my own Knowledge, which may feem too trifling to
mention, were it not to fhew the Efficacy of the
Simple.  About 40 Yearsago, when I'lived at a Place
called Debenbham in Suffolk, a Perfon unknown to
me, having heard that I knew anHerb that was good
againft the Bitc of a Mad-Dog, fent to defire a Sample
of it, with Dire@ions how to ufe it; and fome time
after T had half a Dozen fine Chickens brought me.
I asked whence they carac? It was anfwered from
fuch a one (the Name I bave now forgot). Ifaid I
did not know him: To which the Reply was, That
it was the Man to whom I had fent the Plantain,
which had faved the Lives of half a dozen Hogs of
his, that had been bitten by a Mad Dog; and he
thought the leaft he could do was to fend me halfa
Dozen Chickens as a Token of his Gratitude.  Adter
all, I will not be pofitive, that the Lychnis, or Catch-

fy, is not good contra morfism Canis rabids ; but i
am
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am confident that it is not the true Srar of the
Earth.

You fee, Sir, I have taken a good deal of Pains to
trace this Matter through all its intricate Meanders.
I have been forced, indced, to deal pretty much in
Guefles and Conjectures, which I am not very fond
of ; but as the Cafe ftands, it could not well be avoided :
And 1 fhall be glad, if by this Means we may be got (as
1 hope we are) ncar the Truth, which is the thing
I aim at in this long Purfuits and I have rode more
than so Milesin this wet winter Scafon, (though fere
Septuagenarius) in order to difentangle it from the
Confufion and Contradi&ion in which it has been in-
volved. Whether you will judge my Labour zant7,
I know not; but if you fhall be fo favourable to me,
as to think any thing that comes from fo mean and
obfcure a Perfon, worthy of the Notice of that very
learned Body, at whofe Board you have the Honour to
fit as Sccretary, you may be pleafed to communicate
the fame at fome Meeting of the SocIETY, asa well-
meant Attempt (how weakly foever managed) to
clear up, in fome meafure, what has been long
clouded by dark and difagreeing Accounts. If any
doubt thould be made with refpect to my Integrity, or
Exa&nefs in the Extra& I have given you from Mr.
Ray’s Letter, the Original is ftill in Being, and fhall
be produced, if defired.

As for the Liverwort, 1 can {ay nothing from my
own Knowledge; but by the Account of its Virtues
given by Dampier, (which he took for a kind of
Few's-ear, but which that very vencrable Gentleman,
and illuftrious Ornament of the RovAL SocIrery, Sir

Hans Sloane, with great Reafon affirmed to be the
Lichen
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Lichen cinereus terreftris) and publithed inthe Ph;-
dofophical Tranfactions, No237. 1 cannot doubt but
it is a potent Remedy, of which I prefume there
may have been feveral fuccefsful Experiments made,
fince thofe made by “Dampier’s Uncle, which are very
confiderable. And it may be King Fames might have
fome of his Hounds cured by this Lzchen, after he
came to the Crown, and might then fend a Specimen
thereof alfo to the SocieTy.

I muft here reftrain my Pen from being furthee
tedious, and beg Pardon for giving you the Trouble
of fo long a Scrawl, and for faying fo much that may
look like a zepravroroyia, though the Occafion is fuch
as will, I 'hope, plead my Excufe. In {o perplexed
an Affair, I could not tell how to reprefent my Senfe
in a fmaller Compafs; and I wifh I may have done it
to your Satisfaltion, and that of the learned Gentle-
men, who, I doubt not, frequently receive Accounts
from bertter Hands, far more worthy of their Atten-
tion in Matters Phyfical, Philofophical, &¢. than any
thing that I am capable of producing; but as *tis com-
monly faid, In magnis voluiffe fat eff; and I am free
to impart what little I do underftand, that may have
the leaft Tendency to promote Natural Knowledge,
and be any way ferviceable to the Public, efpecially
in Cafes where Life and Health are concerned, thofe
precious incftimable Jewels, and moft valuable Gifts
of Divine Bounty. The Practice of Phyfic is not
indeed my Profeffion, though I have looked a little
by way of Diverfion into the Theory, but in Com-
wmuni periculo omnis homo Miless and fhall think
myfelt very happy, if any thing 1 have here commu-
nicated may prove in the loweft Degree advantageous

Ooo and
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and ufeful. I have not been very folicitous about
Words, all that I aimed being only to make my Mean-
ing known: The Nature of the Subjeét would not,
indeed, well admit of the Deccorations of Art and
Style, had I been capable of giving them to it. Or.
nari res ipfa negat, contenta doceri.
d am,
SIR,

With great Refpeil,
Your very humble Servant,

Tho. Steward.

P. S.

A Friend of mine lately informed me, that there
was a wonderful Cure performed upon a Wo-
man in this County, feveral Years ago, who had been
bitten by a Mad-Dog, and in whom the evident
Symptoms of the Hydrophobia appeared, who yet
was faved, by Gop’s Blefling, upon the Ufe of a
Powder given by the Dire@ion of the Lady Brook
(a Perfon of Eminence formerly inSuffo/k). 1t feems
the Powder went by the Name of The Lady Brook’s
Powder, and was generally fuppofed to be chiefly, if
not only, the Corongpus dried and pulverized : And
I muft own, that I have at prefent fuch an Opinion
of the great Virtue of this Simple, that till I have
fome convincing Evidence of its having failed, I can
fcarce avoid looking upon it as a Specific contra
morfum canis rabidss and 1 heartily wifh, for the
fake of fuch as fhall at any time happen to fatl under
fo terrible a Misfottune, that it may be proved by

Experience foto be.
X. De



