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The Preface.

N this Preface to my Eleventh Volume, which under the Divine
1 favour, 1now begin, | [ball only take notice of what [cems to be
moft deficient, or moft of all to retard the generalgrowth of Phyfiols-

gical knowledge.
Cccc And,
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And, [ think, 1may [ay, that a Natural Hiftory of Countries z
moft wanting 5 which, 1f well drawn, would afford us a copions view,
and a delight{ul profpcit of the great wariety of Soyls, Fountains, R;.
wers, Lakes @c. in the [everal places of this glsbe ; and of the mani-
Lold (ffeils.produlions and operations of the Sun, and perhaps of other
Cel-ftial z;zﬂ/wmes, upon them all 5 or of Subterraneal fieams, or e
culiar winds, arifing at flate or uncertain times.

To explain my intentions, I would not here deny the praifes jujly
due tomny Ancient and Modern Geographers, Topographers, Hysro-
graphers & and particularly to fome late Travellers, who have niade
mire accurate and faithful reports of the Countries where they have
travelled, and more efpectally where they have made [sme aboie,than
formerly was done. And [everal of the[e have diligently recorded,whas
confiderable alterations have been made in fsme places by later Culture:
WNeither can we [ubduct fromthe applanfes of thofe Learned and lu-
auifitive Writers, who have [earched deep intothe Antiguitics and
Revolutions, which have hapned in the places they undertook to de-
[feribe : And we muft acknowledy many excellent, ingenions and truly
Puilofophical Hiltories of the Archurecture, and grandeur, and [ii-
tuation of ‘Royaland Noble Palacesy Citses, Cittadels, Fortifications,
Towns, Bridges, Rivers, fertil Vales, Rocks and Mountains. But fome
of thefe bave a Confideratton a pari from Phyfioligy, and do rather be-
Dngto Artsand Artifices :.And/émc WWriters are more concern’a [or
Pazegyricks of the awemitics of the place, than wilwell (ir: with the
true and modcft relations of their Neighbonrs: As, when we resid the
beginning of the lagenions Barclay’s Euphormio, we are ixvited 24
prefer Scoriand before amy Paradife om Earth ; which yei | do nse
blame or cenfure in that noble Komance: But in our defioned Norur !

a hvdtuved
Riltory we bave more need of fevere, full and punc’iu‘aZ'Tmt/}; than
of Romances or Pancgyricks.

And it may deferve another Confideration apart., to record the
Plagues, b pidemical Difeafes, Droughts and excelfive or permanen:
Hears, extream or lafling Frofis, Famins, impetuous Storms, and ! n-
wndations, devonring [warms of Grafboppers and Locufls ( of divers
hindsof both which the famous Purchas in his excellent Treatsfe of
tlying Infe&s, ch.31. hathan Hiflorical Collection,) and other an-
noyances-of Mankind: Whether beginning and ending in one place,
and of what continwauce ; as the Horfesplague inonr fr-fb memory
continned abowt [evew years in England 5 andthe plague of A bens
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wandred far, and made cruel flanghters of Mankind, and of Birds and
Beafis alfo: Andin the daies of Ga'lus and Volufianus , sbout the
gear 250, for fifteen years together,the Plague wandred from Ethio-
piaover all the remote Provinces ; of which Lipfius fasth, Nec alia
unquam major Jues mihi leéta, fpatio Temporum, five Terrarum.
Somctimes thefs annoyances do coaft it from place 10 place ; [ometimes
they rage at great diftance of time and place, and [ometimes (contrary
toold rules and common expectations,)horrid Winters are nearer the
South,when in the move Northern Countries the Froftsare remifs, or
the Air gentle ; and, on the contrary, deflroying Heats and Droughts
are in colder Climats, when they have more Refrigerating [eafons in
the Sunny Climass ; asin Q&ob. An. 1112 inkogand, the Thames,
Severn and Trent were quite dried s and An.1474, many Woods and
Forrefts were fired vath Solar heat, and the Danube in Hungary fo
near dried np, tha: mer paffed over on foot. Thefe
inflances [eew to confirm thofe Authors*, whe * Ste Numb 119, of
maintain, that Fountains cad Nivers have thew thete Tracts.
Origtunais from Fain aud Enovw. Thefe few particulars of many hun-
dreds I fuzgeft om purpofe., tofoew. How much Niankind i concerned,
and Nature difcover’d, by [uch Hiftsrical Colleitions ; perbaps 1% time
2o find out the canfes of fome of thefe annoyances, and poffibly to pre-
went them, or to deviferemedies as Epidemically prefesvative, asthe
maladies are Epidemically deftructive. Of this kind of Literature |
do not complatn as neglected. Many excellent and induftrions Chrono-
logers havetaken much painsinit.  Alftedius from thofe, whowrote
before him, drew down his Tables tothe year 1630 : And onr Jackfon
re-examined all that laboured in it before his daies; and 'tis believead,
that he had good aff:ftance from the Learned Bifbop of Winch frer
Dr.Andrews. Aud we are not without hopes, that as Learning
grows on,the beft Antiquaries will continue to corret and advance the
Emendation of Times, with a (pecial afpect into Nature, Concomi-
tants, and CireumfRances 5 which may be obtained , at good certainty,
for many foregoing Ages, And for Celeftial Revolutions,to the higheft
fame, the Tables may be recalculated for the fulleft fatisfaction Aftro-
nomically.

The laft Confideration, which 1 [ball beve mention, afpires to avery
bigh flight of human Reafon. asmerely buman , and [earches into one
of the greateft depths of Nature, making the fulleft difcovery of Man-
kind, as Manisthe Microcofme, and Divinz particula aure; namely
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20 collect and digeft in one [eries, and to bring as into Methodical Vo~
lumes, or under one view, the [bapes, features, flatures, and all outward
agpearances, and alfo the intrinfick mentals or intellectuals of Man-
kind. Of this,the laster part, concerning the Humors and propenfions
of the mind, is very elegantly and well done by the forenamed Barclay
in his icon Animorum , s far &s they were in his view | in the chief
places of Europe, or as far as it agreed with his modefly to deliver afree
and impartial judgment. And for thispurpofe, there are wsany fit par-
cels extraited out of the more ancient Hifloriographers by Joh. Boe-
mus Aubaous , publifbt about 6o yearsago: The [isall Treatife is en-
tituled, Mores, Leges, Ritus omnium Gentium,  For externals,
Ligon fbews his excellent capacities and skill in painting, by defiribing
the different jhapes and features of Indians and Negros, p. s4.of hu
Barbados,  The external difference feems eafy for vulgar obfervation;
the intrinfecals were intvicate: Yet, without great [ubtlety , we may
difcern a vaft difference between the neighbour Nations of France,
Spain, Italy, and Germany ; yea, between the People of the Eaftand
Weft, North and SouthinEngland.  Now I conceive, there s as
much difference between thefe characters , heaped up together promi-
fenoufly, and when they are forted to their proper Climats , by longi-
tudes and latitndes, for the deteition of the nature of this e Mafber-
picce, as the faireft, vicheft, and beft order'd Gardens and Qrchards
are more beneficial, more beantifull and give a more [ilid delight, than
a painred Landskip of Bifcaye, or fome wild Grotefco. Yet this 1 pro-
pofe alfo as a work apart for my prefent aim; but worthy of more [up-
plyes, and future diligence , as knowledg advanceth. Sucton, hath
drawn to life both the PortraiGures and Infides of the X:11 Cefars;
and others have efJay’d the like for the Princes, Eminent Per[ons,and
Peoples of feveral Nations; [othat we want not good Exemplars for
the enconragement of this work.

After thefe ackpowledgments of the juft merit of thofe excellent Ay-
thers, who have recoveredthe culture and improvements of their Coun-
ireys, or the artificial ornaments, Architectures and Ingenio’s ( fuch as
may be referr’d to the Gabinets , copper Cuts and Engravery of e Mon-
Jzenr De Marolles, s be i celebrated in Mr. Evelyn’s elaborat Chalco-
graphy p-1355 136.) and of thofe indufirions Regifters of the extra-
srdinary occurrences in all Ages,which cannot be explicated for Phyfp-
logical ufes, but only by the Methods and Extracts of Chronology ; and
laftly of thofe cursons and argute Hiftorians that have iluflrated the
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charaiters of e Mankind under feveral Deferiptions, ins many Nations
antient and modern: If | may now have leave to clear my prefent [enfe
freely by inftances, Lhumbly conceive,, tlm{ we may [ee more of the na-
ture of the Places in the learned Defiviptions of many parts of Ame-
rica, and of [ome Gountreys vemote and thinly inhabited in the North,
than in the Geography of our moft richly cultivated and polite Neigh-
bourhood of France, Italy, Spain, Germany, &c. (excepting always the
culture, improvement , and artificial ornaments of thofe laft nam'd pla-
ces:) where yet there is no fmall number of able and curions Natura-
lifts, andwhohave advanced far in defecribing many of the moft conf-
derable parts and produltions of Nature; but have not hitherto veduccd
the whole & unmix d procefs of Natureinto a compleat body either an-
Jwerable to onr modernprogrefs in difee veriwng other Phyfuolygical Phep-
nomena, or fothe infliuitions for fuch a Natural Ilftory of Conntreys,
aswas timely givenin Nomh. 11oof thele Tracls.  Neather have we
yet received fatisfactory anfwersto fome of the Inquirics publifit iz our
foregoing Volumes,which were intended to [ilicit a confirmation (after a
fevere examen) of fich particulars asmight fecms 1o us (frange but were
reported by Authorsof good note.

1 purfuit of this defign for England, @ Learn’d Doctor hath laid a
2004 foundation in his Vinax , abbreviated Num. 20. Another worthy
Perfon hath well examin'd,what Vegetabiles are native here o7 10 the
1flands about us,andrecorded where they may be found. Several accompt s
are taken of the Minecal or Healing- Lountains of note amony(t us, and
more of late difcover’d than formerlyobferv'd. Andof Iiincs there aye
good Authors abroad. /ind from Cornwal we are told of the Steif or
Falt-grounds, which they conceive to have never been mov'd , how it
differs from the moveable or mov’d parts of Earth Numt.69. 4nd it
were tobe wifbed.that in all Nitnes and where ever deep wells are dig~
ged, notice were taken, inwhat order the feveral kinds of Farth, loam,
fand, gravel, &c.do lye. For [nfe&s, fome bave out- gone by parcels)
the accuratnefs of Mufiet, andformer Authors. Adnd for Fifbes thaz
may be found in our Lakes and Rivers,we [ee a fuller catalogne than we
conld expect, inthe 4th Part of the Gentlenan’s Recreation. dndin
Muffet’s Healths Improvement, we have an elder lift of the fame., and
of fuch Fiflb as may be taken inonr Creeks and Seas, and bow both forts
may bc beft orderd for onr Uoglifh diet, Awd the obfervations on the
Bills of Births and Moria.ity are of manifold ufe in relation ts life,
4nd healéh; and our Epidemical infirmities | and alfo to owr Politicals.
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And Myr. Boyle difeover’d and publifled the ufe of the Bavolcope, to

remark the weight of the Aty Tptacrs and the changes of that voeioht
in his firft Treatife of i ‘newmaticals az. 16% 5 that the Mercury af
cended in Lugland 2o 30 tnehes. and above-, Exper. 13 5 that it
changed within five weeks to full two inches bxp. 1 §'b;and the changes,
inreference to heat, cold. wind, weather | and other alteraitons of the
air, or whatever [ecret civeumflances, have'becn remarked at London,

Oxford , far in the We(t and other parts of Tuigland , thefe 1c years

and vpwards. The Weel- Barometer perfected,Num.13. Another Sta-

tical Barofcope accuratly devifed, N.ovg.  And many other Inflru-
ments con'vived and Materials prepared, which may make a deeper
and chfer difeovery of the nature of a Place , than hath forme; |
beenobfirv'd. And befides what is done asproper for this Ifland, there
was begun by Dr. Ger. Boate,and publi(bt an. 1 2. Ireland’s Naru-
val Hiftory, which if the Anthor had lived to finifh ., had been much
fuller 5 and tis hoped that others will foon give it alarger meaiurs
perfeition. Sothat, thowghwe are 1n this addrefs fimewhat tarily,
yet, Lthink,we are not much bebind ournesghbour:. And fome have alfo
wmade confiderable refearches which extend far beyond thefe yisr Cli-
mats. Lut | muft forbear. If 1 am prolix here, it may be confidered,
that this is a pregnant part of owr main bufinefs in Phyfiology 5 and it
my be interpreted for agood proof of no monopolizing envy of us, in
that we are willing to provoke our Neiphtors to excelusin things that
are truly psod and excellent.

A particnlar Anfwer of Mr. [feak Newion to Mr. Liaus his Letter,
printedin Numb. 121, p.499. abont an Fxperiment relating to the
LNew Doctrine of Light and Colowrs: This dnfwer [ent from Cam-
bridycin a Letter tsthe Publiflier Febr, 29. 167 .

Sir |

T3V reading M, Linus's Letier when youthew'd it to me at Lon-
E) don }vetained only a genera! vemembrance, that Mr., Lingus de-
ny’d what] affirmed,and ) could lately fay nothing in particular to
it; but having the opportunity to read it again in Namb. 121, of
the Tran/actions, 1 perceive he wouid perfwade you, that the in-
foraation you gave him about the Experiment is as inconfiltent
with my printed Letters as with experience 3 and therefore, left
any wko have not read thofe Letters fhould take my filence in this
point for an acknowledgment , I thoughe it not amifs, to fend you
funething inanfwer to this alfo.

He



