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that I have alrcady thewn how the principal Pheno-
mena of Electricity may be accounted for, upon
the tew Principles I have laid downs; and how-
ever in different Experiments the Effects produced
may either be varied, or increafed, I doubt not but
they may all be cafily accounted for from the fame
Principles; as I fhall willingly attempt to make ap-
pear at fome more convenient Time, fhould it be
thought neceffary. In the mean time I have the
Pleafurc to fubfcribe myfelf,

Gentlemen,

Zour moft obedient humble Servant,

John Ellicott.

XII. A brief accrunt of a Roman Teflera, &by
Mpr. John Ward F. R. S. & Prof. Rbetor.
Grefb.

Rsad March 3. HE brafs plate, which accompanies
1747 this paper, and has been the occa-
fion of it, was dug up fome time fince at Market-
firect in Bedfordfhire; which lies in the Roman
road called Watlingftreet, about five miles on this
fide Dunftable; and was brought to the Ssciety by
their worthy Member, Samuel Clark Efg;.
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The infcription ingraven on the two fides is,

TES. DELMAR %Xée
SEDIARVM ¢

Which Words may, as I apprehend, be read at
length in the following manner :
Teffera Dei Martis Sediartim.

The firlt abbreviated word TEs. 1 take to ftand
for Teffera, a dye or cube (a), fo calied from the
Greek word zforapz OF 7éorepa, four ; refpe&t be-
ing had to its number of fides, diftinét from the
two horizontal planes, above and below. And un-
der this confiderarion it was diftinguithed from the
Talus, which being round at cach end contained
only four planes or faces, whereon it could ftand,
and therefere when thrown had no more than two
fide faces in view. Hence ludere talis et teeris
are fpoken of by Roman writers as two different
games (4).

But if this was the firft and original notion of the
word Zeffera, it was applied afcer\vards to many
other things; and that not fo much from a fimili-
tude in the figure, as from the relation they bore
to fome other thing, of which they were the fign
or token; as the points, on the upper pline of the
dve denoted the good or ill fuccefs of the cat. To
recite the feveral ufes of this word would both be
tedious and unncceflary 5 and thercfore I fhall men-
tion fome few only, from which the defign of this

plate may the more eafily appear.
And

{2) Macrvb In fomn, Scips libo 11, capy 2. (). Ciev De
fenest. cap. 16,
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And T Mall begin with the Teffera Fofyitalis,
which wes cither public or private.  As to the for-
mer, we find among the infcriptions publifed by
Gruter inflances of two municipai towns, who put
themfclves undcr the patronage of a Roman gover-
nor. And the reciprocal inzagement between them,
which was ingraved on two copper plates, in the
form of an oblong fquare, with a pediment at the
top, is called in both TESSERA HOsPITALIS (4).
The defign of the latrer was to cultivate and main-
tain a lafting freindthip between private perfons,
and their families; and gave a mutual claim to the
contracting parties, and their defcendants, of a re-
ception and kind treatment at cach others houfcs,
as occafion offered. For which end it was requi-
fite, that thofe Tefferae thould be fo contrived, as
might beft preferve the memory of that tranfaction
to pofterity (4). And one mcthod of doing this
was by dividing one of them lengthwifc into two
equal parts, upon each of which one of the partics
wrote his name, and interchanged it with the other.
A draught of one made of bone, and fo divided,
may be fcen in Thomafinus, with the name of the
perfon on cach part.  Upon one of them is,

POLYNICES
ASCANIO.F.
And upon the other,
CLAPHYR
ANDRAE.M.LF,
The

(a) Pag. cccLxmi, CCCLXII, (6) Plaut, Penul, v. 1.
22, Vi 24 874
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The names are writen on the infide ; and when the
two parts were put together, they made a cylinder ().
From this cultom came the proverbial expreflion,
tefferam hofpitalem confringere 5 which was applied
to thofe perfons, who violated their engagements (5).

The tefferae frumentariae arc oftcn mentioned by
Roman writers, which were {mail tallies given by
the emperors to the populace at Rome, intitling
them to the reception of a certain quantity of corn
from the public at ftated {cafons. And thofe, who
were poflefled of them, when they did not want the
cotn, fometimes {old them to othcrs; as we lcarn
from the fatyrit, 'when he fais:

Summula ne pereat, qua vilis teffera venit

Frumenti (¢).

The perfon, who had the infpcétion of thefc 7z/°
ferae, and diftributed the corn to thofe, who pro-
duced them, feems to have been called zefferarsus ;
as Pignorius obferves from a funcral monument,
infcribed SYMPHORO TESSERARIO SER. CAESARIS (4.
Thefe tefferae were firft made of wood, as appcars
from the words of Pliny, whetc treating upon the
nature and propertics of trees he fais, Liguftra tef
[erss utiliffima (¢). But Fabretti has publithed the
draughts of two of them made of ftone, in the form
of cylinders, and of the fame fize with the originals.
The length of them is fomcwhat fhort of threeir:ches,
the diameter three quarters of an inch, and the fol-

lowing

(a) De teffer. boftital. cap. 15. (5) Plaut. Ciftell. 11. 1. 29.
(c) }')’u'vma/. Sat. V1L 174. _ (d) De fervis, pag. 318. eds
1674, ocl. (e) H. N. Lib. xv1. cap. 8. § 31.
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lowing infcriptions cut upon them contain the names
of the perfons, to whom they belonged :

TORQVATVS LVPVSD !
CREOP.D.I. PELORI 7

Where p. 1. the two laft letters in each infcription
ftand, as he fuppofcs, for die prima menfis, the time
appointed for recciving the corn ().

There was alfo another fort of reffera, not much
unlike thele, which intitled perfons to a fight of the
public games and other diverfions ;5 but they are ge-
nerally made in the form of an oblong fquare. Pyg-
morius has given us the draught of one in his own pof-
feflion, which confifted of ivory. Upon one of the
fides is the name PHILOMYSVS PERELI, on the next
SPECTAVIT, on the third a zrident, and upon the
fourth a palm branch (b); the two laft of which
plainly fhew, that it was given for admiflion to the
combats of the gladiators. Others of them had on
diffcrent fides the name of the perfon, with the day,
on which the fthow was exhibited, and the names
of the confuls at that time. Inftances of thefe may
be feen in Thomafinus, one of which, as he fais,
was made of yellow glafs (¢).

But the teffera militarss moft frequently occurs
in the Roman hiftorians, which was the fignal given
by the general, or cheif commander of an army, as
a direCtion to the foldiers for puting in execution
any duty or fervice required of them. This upon

urgent occafions was only vocal; as for a fudden
‘ march,

fa) Infiript. antiq. pag. 530, (6) Ubi fupro;s peg. 38,
{¢) De teff bofpital, cap. 15,
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march, or an attack upon the enemy. But in ordi-
nary cafes, as for feting the watch, taking their
diner, or the like, it- was writen on a tablet.  Tho
in cither way it was firft given by the general
to the officers next in rank, and from them to
the fubalterns, till it came to the perfon, whok
province it was to communicate it to the foldiers in
cach company. This tablet was commonly made of
wood, asappears from Polybius, who calls it Zurrgiay,
a [mall piece of wood (a). The fignal infcribed
upon it was very fhort, and ufually comprifed in
one or two word.s as wicforis, palma, Virtus,
Deus nobiftum, triumphus imperatoris, mention’d
by Fegetius (b;; with many others of the like na-
ture, which may be fcen in antient writers. The
perfon, whofe office it was ro impart the fignal im-
mediatly to the foldiers, is by Pegerins called teffe-
rarius (¢). Hence in Grater's infcriptions we mcet
With AVRE.IANVARIVS. TESSERARIVS. LEG. XI1II, and
C.GALERIO. C. LIB. AGATHON. TESSEP. ARIO. COH. XII.
PRAET. MILITVM, as alfo L.POMPEIO. L. F. POMP.
REBVRRO. TESSERARIO.IN.CENTVRIA...(d). By which
different forms of expreflion compared together one
would be lcad to conclude, that every century had
its tefferarius, from whom the foldicrs immediatiy
received the fignal; and that when the legion or
cohort only is mentioned, the meaning is not, that
the perfon named in the infcription performed that

office

(a) Lib. v1. pag. 479. ed. Parif. (8) Lib. 111. cap. 3.
(¢) Lib. 11, cap. 7. (4) Pag. pevi 1. DCVIIL 7. BCIX. 10,

Gg 2
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office to the whole legion or cohort, but only to
fome particular century in each of them.

But befides thefe civil and military fefferae there
were others, which morc efpeciaily related to religious
affairs, and may therefore be called facred ; to which
the infcription on this brafs plate feems to agree.  For
the two next words ingraven upon it, namely DEI
Mar. mutt, I think, ftand for De; Martis. And if
the lat word seprarvMm be taken for the name of a
town, ca'led Sediae, this teffera may refpedt the
God Mars, as the tutelar deity of that place. The
religious worfhip among the Romans confited cheifly
in facrifices and other public ceremonies, the expenfe
of which in particular places was {upported cither by
the contributions of the inhabitants, qr by private
gifts. 'We have an inftance of the latter in an in-
- fcription firft publithed by Resmefius, where it is faid,

that L. Veratius Feliciffimus, (a) patron of Tolen-
tium, (or Tollentium a municipal town in Izaly) gave
to the inhabitants their annual facrifices, which were
offered on the eleventh of May for a plentiful har-
veft. That infcription is cut on a brafs plate in the
form of an oblong fquare, with a female buft in a
pediment at the top, defigned very probably to re-
prefent the deity, to whom they addrefled. As
the infcription is peculiar in its kind, I fhall hcre
give the whole of it, as it ftands in Resnefius.

TESSERADM,.

{a) Grut. Pag, cxc1v, 2,
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TESSERAM.PAGANICAM
L.VERATIVS.FELICISSI
MVS.PATRONVS.PAGANIS
PAGI OTOLENTINES
HOSTIAS.LVSTR. ET. TESSER,
AER. EX. VOTO.L.DD
V.ID.MAIAS.FELICIT. (4)

This is called teffera paganica, as 1 imagine, from
its intitling the pagan:, or inhabitants of that town,
to the annual claim of the facrifices therein men-
tioned. And fo far it agreed with the nature of a
public zeffera, which being lodged in the hands of
the proper officer, authorized him to collett the fe-
veral contributions afligned for fuch religious pur-
pofes. And of this latter fort I take the plate to
have been, which makes the fubje& of our.prefent
inquiry ; both the form and fize of it fuiting very
well with fuch a defign, as it was portable, and
ready to be produced, if occafion required. And
agreably to this notion of the word Z¢ffera the an-
tient Gloffaries interpret tefferarius by ypappares,
a feribe or clerk.

As to the following word sEPIARVM, tho it
no where elfc occurs, that I know of ; yet this, 1
prefume, can be no juft obje@ion againft its being
taken here for the name of a town, called Sediae:
when it is confidered, how many inftances of the
Yike nature are to be found in the infcriptions col-
le@ted by Gruter and others, which give us the

names

(a) Append. num. 8
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names of many antient places in the Roman pro-
vinces not mentioned by any other writers. And
befides, the form of this word appears analogous to
the names of feveral other Roman towns here in
Britain ; as, Durobrovae Rochefter, Ratae Leicelter,
Rutupiae Richborough, Spimae Spene, and fome
others. It is not improbable, that this platc was
found not far from the place, whofe name it bears;
and which might be fituated among the Cazenchlani,
as their territories are defcribed by Caniden ().
But as I have never beforc feen, nor heard of any
thing fimilar to it, I would fubmit what is here
offered to the judgcment of the curious in’ thefe
inquirics. '
G. C. Feb, 25.

1747. John Ward.

XII. An Account of a very learned Divine,
who was born with two Tongues ; commu-
nicated to the Royal Society 4y Cromwell
Mortimer M. D. & Secr. R. 8.

ReadMarch 10N a MS. Account of the Life of the
1747- Rev. Mr. Henry Wharton, Chaplain
to Archbithop Sazncroft, written by himfelf, I have
met with the following Paffage :
« Mihi quidem ex utero materno cxeunti duplex
«¢ erat Lingua, utraque ejufdem figurz ac magnitudinis;
« jnferiorem exfcindendam efle clamarunt mulieres
“ obftetrices.

(a) Britann. pag. 275 eds 1607.
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