[ 488 ]

anfwering this Purpofe, there may be alfo fome of-
fenfive or ufeful Qualities annexed, it may, not be
ami(s perhaps to review fome Part of the Materia
medica for this End.

I fhall add, that, befides this extraordinary Power
in preferving Bodies, I have difcover’d in fome of
thefe Subftances a fweetening or correfting Quality
after Putrefaction had aGtually begun. But thefe Ex-
periments I fhall lay beforc the Soczety fome other
time; with a Table of the comparative Forcc of Salts,
and fome further Remarks on the fame Subject.

N. B. Thefe Experiments will be continued in the
next Number of thefe Tranfaitions.

XVL. An attempt to explain an antientGreek
infcription, ingraven upon a curious bronze
cup with two bandles, and publifbed with a
draught of the cup by Dr. Pococke, in his
Defcription of the Eaft, Vol.II, Part 2,

pag. 207. By John Ward, Pr. Rbet. Grefh.
and F. R. §.

Read June 28. HE diameter of the cup on the in-
1750 fide is about thirteen inches and a
half, as near as I could take it from a copy of the
infeription, which is placed round the upper fide
of the rim. A draught of which is hereunto an-
nexed, reduced to about two thirds of the fize (1) 5
and

(1) See Tas.Il. Fig. 3.
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and may alfo be feen in Dr. Pococke, with only
this difference, that the charafters on the cup are not
cut in continued lines, as in the dotor’s plate, but
confift of feparate points placed in the form of Ict-
ters, as here reprefented. Letters exprefled in this
manner appear upon feveral antient coins ; and may
likewife be fecn in the filver plates, found not long
fince in Hertfordfbire, and publithed in thele T7an/
altions (1). As to the circular form of the infcri-
ption, we rcad in Paufanias of an inftance not very
much unlike this. Iphitus king of Elis is faid to
have reftored the Olympic games, during which all
hoftilities ceafed among the feveral ftates of Pelo-
ponnefius. Throwing the difcus or quoit was onc of
the exercifes performed in thofe games, and the
difcus of Iphttus was depofited in the temple of
Funo at Olympias upon which the ceffation of arms,
always obfcrved at that folemnity, being ingraved
was then publicly rcad.  Which infcription, as the
hiftorian obferves, was not cut in ftrait lines, butin
the form of a circle. Tho whether the letters were
placed on the face of the &ifcus, or upon the edge,
like fome modern coins, is not exprefly faid. The
words are thefe : Tavrny f@xexag/av] ox &5 tudUs ;/%“
VEYpAUMIVIY, @AAA €5 AUXAY  CYIMA  TEPIEITIY e
19 Hioxw ra ypapmpmara. That is: Hae [induciac|
non recto verfuum ordine funt infiriptae, fed literis
in difco orbem ambientibus (2).

But

(1) Num. 476.
(2) Paufanias, Lib. v. c. 20. p. 427. ed. Lipfl 1626. Where Pet
Faber for és ivlvsreads ¢s evdv, Agoniff. Lib. 11. ¢ 26.
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But I return to the infcriptlon on the cup, which,
as I apprehend, may be thus read in the common

Greek charatters.
MN A

BASIART= MIOPAAATHS ETITATOP
TOIZ ENTOS TOT I'TMNASIOT ETTIATOPISTAIZ
I'T®A vel TOTDHA AIAZQZE,

In Latin thus:

Monumentum dedit
Rex Mithradates Eupator Eupatoridis
in gymnafio [vel intra gymnafium)
Gypha (vel Gupha) fervavit.

I. The letters MNa ftand by themfelves over the
reft, which are placed below them in the form of a cir-
cles which circle is made up of the four fegments here
put onc undcr another, when united in one orbicular
line. And the fituation of thefe three letters in the
annexed draught thews, over what words of the cir-
cular part they are placed. All the words from
BASIAETS tO EVIIATOPIsTAIZ take in above half the
circumference of the rim of the cup; and the divi-
fion of this laft word was occafioned, as I fuppofe,
by one of the handles being fixed there. The two
laft words ftand at a confiderable diftance from the
reft, on the remaining part of the rim.

1L, If thofe three letters above the reft are not a
date, they may, as [ conjc@ure, ftand for pInOGUYOY
daxe for {Pwxe, without the augment. Where the
word pymudaurey feems to be ufed in the fame fenfe,
as we meet with it in Carallus, when he fais, Perum
e/t pvnpoauvoy mei fodalis (1).

IIL.

(1) Epigram. ad Afinium.
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L. In the circular line Mibpadarns is put for
Mibpideirns, as his name is ufually writen. And fo
it is fpelt in two other infcriptions, both found by
Spon in the ifle of ‘D:los, at a confiderable diftance
trom each other, and publithed in his Voyage ' [talie
etc (1. The like fpilling may alfo be fcen both on
the coius of this prince (2), and in the edition of
Tacitys publithed by Lipfius. Thefe infcriptions
were cut on the remaining pedeftals of two ftatues,
which had formerly been placed there, onc in ho-
nour of Mithridates Euergetes the father of this
prince, and the other of himfelf. . I thall here tran-
fcribe them both, as they will ferve to illuftrate that
on the cup. The former runs thus:

BAZIAEQS MIOPAAATOT
ETEPTETOYT SEAETKOS
MAPAGONIOS IT'TMNA

SIAPXQN.

In Latin:
Regis Mithradatis Euergetae Seleucus
Maratkonius gymnafio praefeitus
ftatuam potuir.

The latter is as follows:
BASIAEQS MIOPAAATOYT E7

ITATOPOS ETTTX......TOT
MIOGPAAATOT ETEPIETOY
AJONTZIOZ NES.,..... NOZ

AOHNAIOZ TTMNASIAPXH
S A ANEOHKEN,

In Latin:
Regis

(1) Tvm. 1. pag. 36.
(2) Numifm, Pembroch. Par.11. tab, 66.

Rrr
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Regis Mithradatis Eupatoris Eutych.. filii Mi-
thradatis Euergetae "Dionyfins Nef. .nus Athe-
wienfis gymnafio praefectus pofuit Ratuam.

It appears highly probable by thefe infcriptions,
that there was a gymnafium (1), or college, at that
time in Pelss. And the fame writer obferves, that
nedr to the former he found eleven pillars flanding
without chapiters, and others lying on the ground,
At which place, as he fais, the inhabitants of the
neighbouring ifles (for Delos was then uninhabited)
haye a tradition, that a college antiently ftood 5 and
he farther adds, that the corfairs ftill continue to
call this ifland by the name of The fehsols (2). And
thercfore it is not improbable, that this cup, which
fome years fince was found in the port of Antium,
and (as Dr. Pococke fais) is now placed among the
antiquities of the capitol at Rome, might formerly
have been brought from that ifland: and the name
Eupatoridae given to thofe of the college, in honour
of this king Mithridates, their benefaltors who
fcems to have bcen pleafed with the name Enpator,
afcribed to him in the latter infcription, fince he
built a city in Paphlagonia, which he called Eupg-
toria, as we are told by Pliny (3) and Appian (4).
By the latter of whom we lcarn alfo, that he fwas

ond

(3) By the word gymnafium among the Greeks was meant a num-
ber of contiguous buildings, with portico’s and open walks, o difs
pofed as to be fitted, fome for bodily exercifes, and others for the
{tudy of the liberal arts and fciences.

(2) Tom. 1. pag. 177.

(1) Naz. Hit. Lib.vI. cap. 2.

{4) Rom. Hift. pag. 251, ed, Steph.
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fond of fine ornaments, «nd elegant furniture ; and
had made a vaft colle@®ion of them, of which vafes
were always cfteemed a confiderable part (1). The
imperfe&t word EvT7x. which follows Eupator:s in
the fame infcription, may perhaps ftand for Eyrrxors,
Eutychis, or Feliciss as that word occurs at length
in another infcription difcovered by Spoz in the fame
ifland, of which the two names AIONTSIOT ETTTXOT
then only remained (2).  Tho indeed I have not met
with that name elfewhere afcribed to Mizhridates ;
notwithftanding Cicero mentions a large catalogue
of extravagant titles, which had been heaped upon
him by his flatterers.  Mirkridatem, fais he, Deum,
illum Patrem, illum Confervaterem Afiae, illum
Euium, Nyfium, Bacchum, Liberum nominabant (3).
But yet it is poflible, that the title Eutyches might
have been given him, on account of his great fuc-
cefs in war-for many years. As Sy/la afterwards af-
fumed that of Felix, for the like realon; and upon
his triumph at Rome, for his vi&tory over that po-
werful prince, had alfo his other titles of Conférvator
and Pater afcribed to him, as we are told by Plu-
tarch (4). Thefeinfcriptions give us alfo the nanes
of two preflidents of that college, the former of whom
is called Seleucus of Marathon ;s and the latter Dio-
nyfius of Athens, who might poflibly have taken

the

(1) ‘Rom. Hifs. pag.251. ed. Szeph.
(2} Tom.111. pag. 87.
(3) ProFlace. ¢. 25.
(4) Fit. Syll. Tom. v. p. 865. ed. Steph. Sce likewife Pigkii
Sunal. ad A.U. 672.
Rrr 2
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the name Dionyfius from his patron Mithridates, who
befides the name Ewupator aflumed alfo that of Dio-
nyfus as the fame author relates (1.  But the fecond
name of this latter prefident Nef'....nus being im-
erfe@, I am at a lofs how to fill it up.

1V. The letters next following *Evralwe upon the
cup I take to ftand for 7ois évlos ; tho they are ftrangely
confufed, by reafon of a miftake, which feems to
have been made at firft in writing the infcription,
In the word yuuracis the two letters ya are united
in one charafter. And as to the expreflion ¢
quuaaiy, Which here refers to place, and not totime,
as it more ufually does;s Hefychius has, évris =3
copdlos s Phavorinus, s oiiass and Apollonius
Rhbodius, as cited by H. Steph. elos ageos. And in
the word "Evralopisaill, the letters o7 are put for

J‘, and C for G
V. Of the two laft words upon the cup, which
(as has been obferved) ftand feparate from the reft,
the former.is.a proper name; but whether the firft
chara&er in it was defigned only for a T, ora com-
bination of the two letters IO, I am not certain,
In the following word dizéw{e without the augment,
for ditowne, £ is put for o 5 and likewife {, asinthe
preceding word Evralogigraul. ~ I fhould have been
led to imagine, that éj})bd, or Gupha, might be
the name of the fculptor, and fiz€wle ftand for
diékuas, exfeulpfit ox per[ulpfit 5 it being a common
praftice for artifts to fet their own names to their
works ; had it not appearcd an objetion to this,
that

(1) Ibid. gag. 350. Sec aifo Plus. Sympof. L. 1. 1. 6.
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that the infcription is no better executed; and like-
wife that neither the form, nor combination, of the
letters feems to f{uit with the age of AMithridates.
I am therefore inclined to think, that the cup did
not come into the hands of this petfon till a confi-
derable time afterwards; who feems to have bcen
no great f{cribe, but was willing however to pre-
ferve both the memory of fo curious a vafe, and his
own as the pofleffor of it.

As the feveral variations from the common man-
ner of {pelling, which occur in this infcription, are
to be met with in Greek writers; 1 fhall trouble
this'Affembly with no further remarks upon them,
than juft to obferve, that Lucian in his humorous
difcourfe, intitled Fudicium wvocalium, complains,
that among many other innovations, which had then
crept into the language, + had invaded the place of
d, and both £ and { that of o.

Thus I have attempted to offer my thoughts upon
this intricate infcription, and explain it in fuch a
manner, as appeared to me the moft probable, from
a copy of it, communicated to me fome years fince
by Smart Lithienllier efquire, a worthy member of
this Society, who had it from Father Revillas as

Rome.

G.C. Seps. 1c.
. & St 15 John Ward.

1749.
Pofiferipz.

Spon was at Delos in the month of Auguft 1675,
when he copied the two infcriptions mentioned above.
But it {ecems to be owing to the fmallnefs of his
page, that the former of them isprinted in four lines;

4 for
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for Wheeler, who took it at the fame time, brings
it into three, in the following manner:

BAZIAEOZ (') MIGPAAATOT
ETEPTETOT ZEAETKOZ

MAPAGONIOS TTMNASIAPXQN (%),

Tournefort, who was therc in Offober 1700, con-
firms this draught of #heeler, as to the form of it ;
and fais, the infcription was cut upon a fquare pe-
deftal, two feet five inches high, and two feet one
inch broad. And as part of it was defaced at the
begining of the lines, I have here tranfcribed the
copy publithed by him, of what then remained.

eie.....  ITOPAAATOT
Ceeeee, SEAETKOS
cerrt WETTMNASIAPXAN ()

But Dr. Anthony Askew, a worthy member of
this Society, who was there in Oéfoser 1747, tho
he found the pedeftal pretty much broken, in the
manner defcribed by Tourmefort ; yet obferved moxe
letters of the infcription then remaining, than are
given us by him, The difference will appear by
the following copy, with which the Do&or was
pleafed to oblige me out of his large and curious
colleion of infcriptions, and other valuable anti-
quities :

«ev.. = MIOPAAATOT
.v... OT SEAETKOS
vve. .ETTMNASIAPXQN.

The

(1) The O in this word fecems to be amiftake in the print for ®,
(2) Travels, pag. 56.

(3) Voyage dw Lewant, Tom. 1. pag. 297. & Paris 1717. qu.
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The latter infcription mentioned above, as cre&ted
in honour of Mithridates Eupator, was found, as
Spon informs us, upon a round bafis, at a great di-
ftance from the other, It is likewife taken notice of
by Wheeler, tho he has given no draught of it. But
Tournefort {uppofes it to have been gon, before he
was there 5 becaufe, upon fearching for it, he could
not find it. Which indeed is not to be wondered at;
fince we are told by Spon, that Delss being intirely
in ruins, and without any inhabitants, the antient
remains, being of Parian marble, are frequently
carricd away by ftrangers, either for curiofity or ufe.

However Tournefort difcovered part of another
pedeftal, in the fhape of a cylinder, not far from the
former of the two already mention’d. It lay half
buried in the fand, but being opened and wathed,
an imperfed infeription was found upon it. The
remaining words of which are thefc:

BASIAEQS NIKOMHA..

TOY EYTONOT (*) BASIAEQS
NIKOMEAOT (*) EIII?ANOT

+... KOTPIAHZE ) ATOSKOPIAOY
PAMNOTSIOSTYMNASIADPXO,.

In Latin thus:
Regis

(1) Tam obliged likewife to Dr. Askew for a copy of this infcri-
ption, taken by himfelf ; by which it appears, that T in this word is
a miftake for T, as the Do&or has writen it.

(2) The E in this word is alfo a miftake for H, as it is writen
in the firft line here, and by Dr. Askew in both places.

(3) Itake this to be the fame name as the following ; the middle
fyllable of which is ufually writen with O, but fometimes with O 7.
See Grut. pag. LXIXVI. #um. 2,
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Regis Nicomedis nepotis regis Nicomedis Epiphanis
‘Diofcorides ‘Diofcoridis Ramnufius praefeitus
gymnafio ftatuam pofuit.

King Nicomedes, to whofc honour this infcription
was erected, is here called fyyov@., that is grand-
Jon, of Nicomedes Epiphanes king of Bithynia.
Which feems to contirm the account of Appian,
who gives the namc Nicomedes to the three laft
Bithynian kings. The firft of whom being, as he
fais, the fon of Prufias (and here ftiled Epiphanes)
was {ucceded firlt by his fon Nzcomedes Philopator,
and then by his grandfon, whom he calls barely
Nicomedes, without {ubjoining any cognomen, agtc-
ably to this infcription.  And he further adds, that
it was this lalt, who left his kingdom to the Roman
people by his will (1). Which bequeft was made in
the year of the city 679, and was foon followed by
their third and laft war with Mizhridates Eupator (2).
Some have fuppofed this account of Appzan to be
crroncous, through a miftake in the copies; becaule
other writers gencrally mention but one Bithynian
king, as fucceflor to Nicomedes Epiphanes, who was
alfo named Nicomedes, made the Roman ftate his
heir, and has been taken for his fon (3). But the
infcription, by calling this latter the grand/on of the
former, as Appian does, corroborates his account ;
who likewife fais exprefly, that his fon Philopator

was

(1) Rom. Hift. pag. 175, ed. Steph.
(2) Pigh. Annal. Rom.
(1) See Vaillant, Achemened. imper. Tom. 11. pag. 345, 354
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was confirmed in his father’s kingdom by a decree of
thc Roman fenate (1).

I thought it proper to take notice of this inferi-
ption, not only asit fcems to clear up the fucceflion
of the Bithym:ian kings; but likewifc as it contains
the name of a third prefident of the college in
Delos, and fhews the regard that was paid to it by
the princes of different countrics in _4fra. LW

XVIL. A Letter from Mr. Henry Baker
F.R.S. to the Prefident, containing Ab-

Srafls of feveral Obfervations of Aurore
Boreales lately feen.

S IR,
Read]June 28, N Monday the 23d of Yanuary latt,

/
1750 fomc unufual Appearances were ob-

ferved in the Sky, at Londor, and the Towns about
it,

(1) Vaillazt has given us the impreflion of 2n head upen a fiver
tetradrachm, vih this tide placed qver it, Nicomedes Epiplanes rex
Nicomediae ; whon he takes to have been the grandfather of Pry-
Jias : Achemencd. imp. Tom. 11. p. 304 And Dr. Mead has fuch a
co n in his coneftion with thefe words on the reverfe, BASIAEOS,
EM®ANOTE NIKOMHAOTS,., Where Epiphanis the coznomen
ftands firt, as it fomcume: Goes in anuent writers: Cic. Orat. €.27.
Animpreflion alf> of a fimiiar coin, with the head ¢n one fide, and 1he
fame legend on the other, nay be feen «mony the Numifizata Pem-
Eroch. Par. 1. tab. 9. But Vaillant fais, that e had nor mer with
any coin, which had on it the head ot Nioredes Epiphanes )
fon of Prufias, to whem the infcription reters, which is cut i e
fone. Ubs fupra, pag. 355.

ST
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