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d4. The Holes; thro’ which the Pin, in the Centra
of the Quadrant, gocs.

Fig. s. The Ombrometer.

a4. The Board.

b5. The Tube.

c. The Graduation.

d The Funnel fixed in the Tube.
e The Funnel one Izch {quare.

Fig. 6. TheWild-Oat Hygrometer.

a. The Box and Plate.
6. The wild Oat, with the Index upon it.
¢. The Pin, withafmall Piece of Ivory on its Head.

. A Letter from Mr. William Watfon,
Apothecary, F. R. S. #o the Soc1ETy, con-
cerning fome Perfons being poifoned &y ear-
ing boiled Hemlock.

Gentlemen,
Read May 10. Otwithflanding the Number of In-
1744 ftances, which occur among Writers,

concerning the poifonous Quality of our common
Hemlock, or Cicuta major of Cafpar Baunhins fuch
as, that of Cardanus mentioning a Man kill'd by a
Cake, whercin this Plant was an Ingredient ; that of
Braffavola, who affures us, that it is morral not to

Men only, but to Geefe and Swine ; as well as thofe
of
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of Matthiolus, Scaliger, Kircher, Boccone, and
others; yet the Farality of its Poifon, when growing
in this Kingdom, has been doubted by many; inaf-
much as that faithful Colle&tor the late Mr. Ray
mentions, in his Synopfis, Edit. 2. Pag. 326. that
not only his Friend Mr. Petsver cat half an Ounce
of the Root of this Plant, but that Mr. Henly, a
Friend of Mr. Petsver's, in his Prefence, eat, with-
out any Inconvenience, three or four Ounces of the
fame Root. From hence it has been thought, either
that the Root has Effeés different from the Stalks
and Leaves, or, that Difference of Climate varies the
Degree of the Violence of the Poifon.

An Obfervation indeced of the fame kind occurs in
the German Epbemerides. Linneus, in the Hortus
Cliffortianus, makes alfo fome Doubt conccrning
the Malignity of this Plant; and, in naming it, has
kept to the old Appellation of Theophraftus and
Diofcorides, Conium s and has transferr'd that of Cs-
cuta, to the Cicuta aquatica of Gefner, and of
Wepfer. Belides, many of the Accidents, faid to
have proceeded from Cicutaz or Hemlock, have been
occafion’d by different Plants; fome of the Accidents,
probably, from the common one, but many more
from the Cicuta agquatica before-mention'd, and from
the Oenanthe fucco virofo, Cicute facie, of Lobel.
This Confufion appears maniteftly in feveral Authors,
and fomc of them of the greateft Credit. Which of
thefe Plants, or whether any of them, was the A4z/be-
nian Poifon, nobody has determined.

Altho’ the Eating of the Roots, as above-men-
tion’d, was attended with no bad Confequences, a
late melancholy Accident has been fufficiently con-

C: vincing



[ 20]
vincing of the poifonous Quality of .the Leaves of
the Cicuta major.

On Sunday,May 6. 1744. two of the Dutch Soldiers
lately arrived, who were quarter’d at W altham- Abbey
in Effex, colle&ced, in the Fields adjoining, a Quan-
tity of Herbs, fufficient for themfelvesand two others
for Dinncr, when boiled with Bacon. Thefe Herbs
were accordingly dreffed, and the poor Men firft cat
of the Broth with Bread, and afterwards eat the
Herbs with the Bacon. In a fhort time after, they
were all feized with violent Perzigo’s; they foon after
were comatofe 5 and two of them grew convulfed,
and died in about three Hours. ,

The Pcople of the Town being exceedingly alarmed
at this Accident, a Phyfician (Dr. Barrowéy junior),
being there, immediately went, and order’d the other
two, at that time almoft dead, large Quantities of
Oil 5 by which means they threw up moft of what
they had eaten, and afterwards grew better. In all
of them the Effe&ts were the fame as thofe from a
large Dofe of Opium.

The next Day, being at the Place, I faw one of
thefe Men much recover'd, and only complaining
of a Heavinefs in his Head ; but the other was fo
well, as to be gone to perform Fxercife with the
other Soldicrs. There was a fifth Soldicr, whom
1 faw, who told mec, He cat fome of the Bread
out of the Broth, but felt fcarce any Inconvenience
therefrom. It fo happen’d, that the twoMen, who
gather’d the Herbs, were both killed.

As 1 went down to the Place to fatisfy myfelf in
this Matter, a Dutch Officer went with me very
courteoufly to an Inn, where there were two other
Yo!dicrs, who had feen and knew the Herbs which

kad
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had been eaten: He was fo kind alfo as to attend
me with thefe Soldiers into the Fields, to thew me
the Plants growing. They firft gather'd me the Cicn-
taria vulgaris of Fobn Bauhin, or Cow-weed s then,
the Myrrhis [ylveftris feminibus afperis of Cafpar
Bauhin, or fmall Hem!ock-Chervil.  They then gave
me fome Cicuta major, and, {melling it, immedi-
ately faid, That this was the Herb that kill'd theiz
Comrades; which [ then had no Reafon to doubt
of, as of the two former Plants: The firft grows almoft
under every Hedge, and is eaten by the Cows, and
the other is frequently given to tame Rabbets for
Food ; whereas Cattle conftantly refufe to eat Hem-
lock,

Before I was thus fatisfied, I imagined this Acci-
dent to have proceeded rather from Lobel's Oenan-
thes thinking, that as thar Plant grows near the
Sides of Rivers, thefe Soldiers might have gatherd
it by the River Lee, which rans by the Town, and
caten it for Smallage, to which it has fome Refem-
blance. ,

It is now known, that the Cicuza major, the Ci-
cuta aquatica, and the Oenanthe of Lobel, are cer-
tain Poifons; but there are two others of the fame
Clafs, growing common in England, and not much
unlike thefc in Smell and other Circumftances, ve-
hemently to be fufpeéted: The one is the Cicutaria
tenuifolia of Mr. Ray, which grows frequently in
wafte Places, and in Gardens among Pot-hetbs, of
which De la Champ gives fome Account of its Ma-
lignancy 5 the other is the Cicutaria palufiris of
Lobel and Tabernemontanus, ot Phellandrinm of
Dodonans, which grows in muddy Ditches and
Ponds.

1 don’t
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1 don’t remember any Hiftory of the pernicious
Effe@s of the Cicuta major in this Kingdom; but
as the dete&ting poifonous Plants is of very great
Confequence, I prefume to lay this Paper before
you ; and am,

Gentlemen,
Landom, May g. ;
1744 Your mof? obedient,

Humble Servant,

W. Watlon.

NI Methodus Nova Caleuli Eclipium Zerre
[pecialis 5 vel  quorumcungue Occurfuum
Lune cum Stellis, tam errantibus quam in-
errantibus : Aultore Chriftiano Ludovico

Gerften, R. S. Sod. & Math. Prof. in
Academia Giefenf1,

Prefented May 10. Emini, qui limina tantummodo
1744 aftronomia trivit, ignotum quam
molefta & plena laboris res fit, calculus Eclipfium
Terrx vel quorumcunque appul{uum Lunz ad flellas.
Modus, quibus ifie perficitur, quantum c¢go quidem
{tio, duplex hucufque extitit.  Unus veteribus ufira-
tus, at molcftiflimus omnium, {pe&atorem in terram
ponit, & cx inventa longitudine & latitudine, prout
ex terre dato loco videntur, Luminarium phaxnomena
folvit. Alter recentior, fpcftatoris oculum in fole

fingit,



