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great diftance, through the upper part of the atmo-
{phere, where the refiftance is-leaft?

LIV. Extraét of a Letter from Profeffor Bofe,

of Wittemberg, zo0 the Right Honourable
George Earl of Macclestield, Pr. R. S.
with Obfervations thereupon, by Mr. W,
Watfon, F.R. S. |

Wittemberg, Auguft 1, 1753,

Read Dec. 6,7 N the beginning of Auguft 1752, after

1753 great and continued rains, many of our
rivers overflowed their banks, and covered the neigh-
bouring grounds, more or lefs according to their le-
vel, to a confiderable diftance: and the quantity of
water was {o great, that in fome places it was not
difcharged for more than a week. More particularly
the river Unftrut in the territory of the lahdgrave of
Thuringue required a very great time to empty itfelf,
not only as that river runs over a large tract of coun-
try, but alfS as between Artern and great Jena, where
this river joins the Sale, its bed in feveral places is
very much confined.

When the inundation was abated, it was obferved
from the little city Laucha quite up above Artern, not
only upon the fields and meadows, but alfo upon the
buthes and trees, that there was a green and very tough
vifcous flime, which by the help of a ftick could be
drawn out to two or three ells in length. The fub-
feqnent heat of the fun dried this matter, and it ap-
peared like wool upon the bufhies; but the fields,

when
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when feen at a diftance, feemed as though they were
covered with fand. This matter had a fmooth ap-
pearance outwards, but within was like a theep’s-fkin.
Downwards next the ground it had a fort of wool;
and when the whole was wafhed with foap, it whiten-
ed, and appeared like a clean fleece of white wool.
Of this {ubftance the country-people foon made wicks
for their lamps, as feveral lined their cloaths with it,
as they would with furs. '

It was further obferved, that where this fubftance
was mowed off from the meadows, the grafs under
it. was quickly dried up; but, where it was not re-
moved, the grafs in the following December was as
%reen and frefh as in the {pring. Thus far Mr.
Bofe.

Obfervations.

The vegetable {ubftance, which, upon the fpeci-
men fent over by the profeflor to our truly I\?oble
and Learned Prefident, he has intituled ¢ a fort,
« perhaps, of Alcyonium molle,” is a fpecies of that
genus of plants, which the more modern botanifts
call byffis. And it is of that fpecies, or a very flight
variety therefrom, which is called, by the juitly ce-
lebrated Dillenius *, in his Hifforia Mufcorum, By/-
Jus tenerrima <iridis velutum referens. It is alfo
mentioned and figured by Mickeli 4 in his Nova
Plantarum Genera, under the title of Byffus ter-
reftris wiridis herbacea et molliffima, filamentis ra-
mofis et non ramofis. This genus of plants, in the
order of nature, comes between the moffes and

Sungi,

* Hiftor. Mufcor. p. 7«
+ Michelii Nov, Plant, Genera, p. 211, Tab, LXXXIX, Fig, 5.
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Jungi. 'The fpecimen now fent, being white on one
fide, arifes from its either being wafhed or bleached
by the fun ; for when wet, according to Mr. Bofe, it
was green: and this colour is mentioned both by
Dillenius and Micheli in their feveral denominations.

This vegetable is found in England, as well as in
many parts of Europe, in moift meadows, covering
the ground like a carpet, and fometimes to a great
extent.. _

We muft be careful, however, how we conneét
the fubftance in queftion, and others of the fame
_genus with the Biasos of the antient Greek writers, or
the &jffus of the Latin. What that fubftance was,
has been matter of great controverfy. Thus much is
eertain, that garments made of it were the apparel of
the rich. And in the New Teftament, St. Luke, in
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, fays of the
former, as a mark of his opulence, éredidioxslo 7op-
@Upas % fBuosey s this is tranflated in our Englith ver-
fion, ¢ he was cloathed in purple and fine linen”,
It is more probable, that the &yffus of the ancients
was a very fine fort of cotton: but whoever has the
curiofity of examining what has been faid upon this
fubje&, may confult Pliny * and Wormius 4 ; but,
above all, Bodzus 3 Stapel §, in his commentary up-
en ‘Theophraftus; who has, upon this occafion, as
well as upon a great variety of others, given us an
ample teftimony of his vaft erudition.

* Plinii lib. xix. c. I. + Muf: p. 139.
§ Pag, 425, et feq. _
LV.



