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fofe their fithing ; cafting their nets to little purpofe,
which being carried away by the current, do not fall
where they intend for finding the coral.

XCV. An Account of Lacerta (Crocodilus)
ventre marfupio donato, faucibus Mer-
ganferis roftrum @mulantibus. By Mr.
George Edwards, Librarian to the Col-
lege of Phyficians.

Read May 6, HREE of thefe Crocodiles were

1756- fent over from Bengal about ten
years ago to the late Dr. Mead, phyfician in ordi-
nary to the King; two of which he preferved in his
own colle&tion, and prefented the third to the late
curious Mrs. Kennon ; and fince the deceafe of thefe
eminently worthy perfons, they are all become the
property of Mr. James Leman, of London, who
has obliged me with the ufe of one of them to pro-
duce, together with this account, to the infpe@ion
of the Royal Society ; which is the {fubje@ here laid
before you ; and of which I prefent the Society with
a figure, juft of thefize and form it appeared in, when
taken out of the {pirits (Tab. xxix.). Ifuppofe thisnot
to have been many days excluded from it egg, when
taken. My reafon for this conjeture is, becaufe the
nails or claws on the outer toes do not yet appear ;
which, I fuppofe, may be inconvenient, or at leaft
ufelefs, while it is inclofed in the egg ; which, by its
ftruggles, might tear its membranous covering before
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the proper time of its exclufion. A young allegator
or crocodile from North America, here laid before
you by way of comparifon, has part of its nails
wanting on its toes, juft as the above defcribed wants
them ; though in a large dried allegator, now in the
college of phyficians, all the toes are armed with
firong claws. What i$ moft extraordinary in this
fpecies, and diftinguifhes it from all other crocodiles,
is the narrownefs of the beak or chaps, which a
pears like the bill of the bird, which we call a goof-
ander (merganfer). It has fmall fharp teeth, of
which I fhall fay no more, as I have given three
very exa&t views of the head and beak. Another
particularity is a pouch or open purfe in the middle
of the under fide of the belly, which feems to be
naturally formed, with round lips and a hollow with-
in, perhape to receive its young in times of danger;
as we find it in an American animal call an opoflum,
As I have no pretenfions to the knowledge of ana-
tomy, I afked the favour of my obliging and curious
friend Dr. Parfons, of the Royal Society, to affift me,
who, according to my requeft examined it, and gave
it as his opihion, that the opening in the belly was
really natural, it having no appearance of having been
cut or torn epen. In other refpe@s it hath all the
marks common to allegators and crocodiles ; viz. a
particular firong fquare fcalinefs on the back, which
in the young ones appear diftinct and regular, but
in the older ones lofe their diftin& form, and become
knobbed and rough, like the bark of an old tree;
and in having fmall, round, and oval fcales on their
Gdes, which in the young ones are no bigger than
rape
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rape feeds; and the belly i {caled, to 4ppesrance, 2
little like the laying of bricks in a building. It has
fins on the out-fides of its- fore and hinder legs, as
other crocodiles have. It has alfo a great diftinguith-
ing mark of the crocodile kind, viz. two rows of fins
on the upperfide of the tail, which begin infenfibly
fmall at the fetting on of the tail, and increafe gra-
dually as they advance toward the midd'e of the tail,
where they become one row, and fo continue to the
end ; the tail is roundifh at its beginning, but from
the middle, where the two rows of fins become one,
it is flat like an oar. The four feet have each of
them five toes ; the hinder feet have only four, which
is alfo a mark of the crocodile ; all the leffer lizards,
that I have obferved, having five toes on each of
their hinder feet. In the fore and hinder feet, the
third and fourth toes only are webbed together. The
eyes are very prominent, and feem to be contrived,
that they may be carried above the water, while the
reft of the animal is wholly under water, in order,
as I fuppofe to watch its prey on the furface of the
water, or on the banks and thores of rivers, The
head is covered with feveral large fcales. The beak
is finely creafed tranfverfely, as the ingraving in the
figure theweth, As I have been very exac in my
figure, which was worked on the copper plate im-
mediately from nature by my own hand, and in feve-
ral different views, it will exprefs more than can
eafily be conveyed by words. It appeared in the
fpirits all over of a yellowifh olive colour, the under-
fide lighter than the upper; the upper fide having
fome dufky marks and fpots, as reprefented in the
print. Ido not know, that this fpecies hath yet

been
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been figured or taken notice of by any author ; which
is to me-a wonder, fince our India Company have
been fo long fettled at Bengal: and this I have
reafon to believe, when at full growth, to be near, if
not quite, as big as the common crocodile.

College of Phyficians,
London, May 6, 1759%.

XCVIL. An Account of an unufual dgiiation
of the Sea, atIldfarcombe, 77 Devonthire,
Feb. 29, 1756. By the Rev. Mr. Prince,

of Barnftable : Communicated by the Rev.
Jeremiah Milles, D.D. F. R. §.

Read May 13, N Friday, the 27th day of Febru-
1756 ary laft, at fix in the evening, the
weather being then extremely fair, as it had been
for fome time before, and continued for fome days
afterwards, the fea being exceedingly calm, a rum-
bling noife was heard, like that, which ufually pre-
cedes what the failors call a ground-fea, only it was
much louder. The tide, at that time, was above half
ebbed, and retired as far as the head of the key,
leaving the veflels, within the pier, on dry ground :
when on a fudden the fea came on with a great run,
filling the quay to the height of fix feet perpendi-
cular; and the water remained at the fame height
near half an hour, but was all the time agitated as
in aftorm. By this means all the veflels were afloat ;
fome broke loofe from their moorings, and on the
recefs of the waters were likely to be carried out to
fea. The confternation, which this occafioned, gave
no
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