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tion of this that day produced o good an effe,
that all her pain ceafed : he alfo bled her in the arm
and foot, ordering emollient clyfters. She was purged
fome days after, with manna and caffia, which did
very well ; and fhe was perfectly cured, without the

leaft deformity, and could fee better than before the
operation.

XXXI. An Account of four Roman In-

Jcriptions, cut upon three large Stones,
found in a ploughed feild near Wroxeter
#n Shropthire, iz the year 1752: With
Jome Obfervations upon them, by John
Ward, LL.D. Rbket. Prof. Greth. and
V.P.R. S

Read May !S,BEFORE I attempted to offer my

1755 thoughts upon thefe infcriptions, I
judged it neceffary to get the beft information in my
power, with regard to the place and manner, in
which the ftones, that contained them, were firft
difcovered, together with fome other circumftances,
which attended them at that time. For this purpofe
1 applied myfelf to the Reverend Mr. William
Adams, Minifter of St. Chad in Shrewibury, by
whofe means the draughts of thefe infcriptions were
communicated to this Society (1). And that gentle~
man was fo obliging, as to procure for me a very
particular account concerning them, in a letter from
the Reverend Mr. Robert Cartwright, Vicar of Wrox-
cter, the fubftance of which is as follows, The

ftones
(1) See Tas. V.

Y
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ftones were found in a feild near a mile from
Wroxeter, formerly a Roman ftation called Uri-
conium (1), in the months of September and Octo-
ber 1752. The firft of them was difcovered by
Mr. John Dias, the owner of the feild, whofe
plough ftruck againft it, as he was at work. It
lay with the face downward, about two hundred
yards from the foundation of the old walls, on the
north eaft fide, towards Watlingftreet road. The
infcription upon this ftone was firft taken notice of
by Mr. Cartwright himfelf, and the report of it foon
after ingaged fome gentlemen from Shrewfbury, and
particularly George Edwards efquire, both to go
and view it, and make a further fearch; when
by fpitting the ground the other two were difcovered,
not far from the firft, in the like fituation. 'The
firft and luft lay feparate from their bafes, which be-
ing taken up, feveral broken peices of urns, and duft
of a greyith colour, were found with them, which
{feemed to have the appearance of afthes. They are
now all removed to an old chancel in Wroxeter
church, in order to be erected there againft the wall,
This account appears fo full and ditin&, that I
fhall now go on to give a fhort defcription of the
ftones, with the reading of their feveral infcriptions,
in the order they are placed in the Table; and then
add fome further obfervations, as well with regard to
the ftones themfelves, as the infcriptions upon them.
Number 1. is by the fcale fix feet eight inches
high, and about two feet three inches wide above the

(1) In the year 1701, a Roman fudatory was difcovered at this
place, a draught whereof, with fome account of it, was publithed
in the Philofophical Tranfactions, Num. 306. which feems to have
efcaped the obfervation of Horfley, Brit, Rom. p, 419,

bafe.
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bafe. It has a pediment top, with a pine apple rifing
from the middle of the cornice, on each fide of
which is a lion, and in the area of the pediment a
kind of rofe. The infcription, which is cut in the
plane of the ftone, may be thus read : Caius Man-
nius, Caii filius, Pollia tribu, Secundus Pollentinus,
miles legionis Vicefimae, annorum L11, ﬂzpe;zdzorum
XXXI, bency‘icz’arius legati principalis, bic Jitus eff.

Number I1. contains two infcriptions, and is in
hight two feet feven inches and about a third, by
two feet four inches and two thirds in breadth. It
is not flat, as the former, but gently convex crof-
ways, the lower part being divided into three panels;
on the two firft of which are the infcriptions, but the
other feems never to have had any uponit. The
uper part is ornamented with a pediment, in the
area of which are the remains of a face with curled
locks, and two fnakes under it; and on the cornice
two figures like dolphins, The firft infcription may
be read thus: Diis Manibus. Placida annorum Lv,
curam agente conjuge annorum xxx. And the other
in this manner : Diis Manibus. Deuccus annorum xv,

curam agente patre.

Number 111, is fix feet eleven inches high, and
about two feet broad above the bafe. It has alfo a pe-
diment at the top, the area of which is filled with a
large flower. The infcription, it exhibits, may be
read in the following manner: Marcus Petronius,
Lucii filius, Menenia tribu, wvixit annos XXXVIII,
miles legionis X1111 gemz'nae, militavit annos XviII,
Signifer fuit, bic [epultus eff.

As thefe readings of the feveral infcriptions appear
in general very plain and obvious ; I fhall now pro-
ceed to make a few obfervatlons, partly on the or-

naments
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naments of the ftones, and partly on fome particular
circumitances relating to the inferiptions themfelves,
And

1. As to the ornaments on Number I, we meet
with the pine apple upon feveral urns, publifhed by
Montfaucon (1) and others; and it feems to have
been cut on fome funeral monuments in Horfley, tho
now it is generally pretty much defaced. The rofe
likewife is very common on fuch occafions. Horf-
ley has alfo given us a fepulchral monument, with a
lion placed on each fide of the fafligium, or pedi-
ment (2).

With regard to the infcription, the name Secundus
ftands there for the cognomen ; which at firft was a
praenomen, denoting the fecond fon, as Primus did
the firft, and Tertius the third, But afterwards it
was made a cognomen ; and what was before the cog-
nomen became hereditary, and ferved to diftinguifh
different branches of the fame family; as I have
formerly fhewn elfewhere (3). The next word, Pol-
lentinus, comes from Pollentia, the place of his birth.
But as there were antiently three Roman cities of that
name, it is uncertain, which might be intended. He
is called miles legionis vicefimae, which was one of
thofe legions, as Horfley obferves (4), that came

(1) Tom. v. plate 28, 33, 38, 2nd 62.

(2) Cumberl. xxxix. Mr. Cartwright in his letter obferves, that
the tongues of the lions, cut upon this ftone, hang out of their
mouths below their under jaws ; which has been omited in the
draught here given of them.

(3) Pbhilof. Tranf. N, 476, pag. 357.
(3) Page 83, if. N. 476, pag. 357

over
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over into Britain in the reign of Claudius. But in all
the Britith infcriptions hitherto publithed, where the
reading is certain, the titles valens vittrix, denoted
by the initial letters V. V. are added to the name of
this legion (:). And how they came to be omited
here, unlefs thro negle¢ of the workman, may be
difficult to apprehend. For to imagine this inferi-
ption was made, before the legion received thofe titles,
would be mere conjeture, without any authority to
fupport it. The laft line but one has been read be-
aeficiarius legionis praefecti. And we find indeed
the title praefeétus legionis in fome of Gruter’s in-
fcriptions; but this feems not to have been introduced
till pretty late, when each legion had its /egatus, who
is fometimes alfo called praefectus (2). But if that
was to be taken here for the genuine reading, it
would bring this infcription too low for the form of
the letters, which feems very well to agree with the
times of the higher empire. I have therefore given
another reading of it above, which was propofed by
a learned freind, namely, beneficiarius legati prin-
cipalis; fince in one of Gruter’s (3) infcriptions we
meet with principalis beneficiarius tribuni, writen in
words at length.

2. As to Number 11, the human face, with two
{nakes under it, might probably be defigned to repre-
fent Hecate, 2 name given to Diana, as a deity of
the infernal regions. A figure fomewhat like this,

(1) See Brit. Rom. Northum. Ixxviii. Chefb. i. and Somierf. iii.
where the reading is uncertain.

(2) See Mont. Tom, iv. p. 13. and Supplem. Tom. v. p. 92.
{3) Paz.pL1. 3. °

but
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but with the fnakes above the head, was placed over
the gate of the city Ephefus, a draught of which is
publithed by Mr. Chithull (1). Indeed the #rigle,
or mullet, is faid by mythologifts to have been con-
fecrated to Hecate (2); but there is no accounting
for all the different fancies of fculptors. In Horfley
we find two dolphins placed in a contrary attitude,
with their heads upwards, one on each fide of a
human figure, and a pine apple over it (3). And as
garlands were a common ornament of fuch monu-
ments, one hangs acrofs each panel of this ftone,
above the infcriptions.

In the firft of thefe infcriptions the form of the
expreflion, conjux triginta annorum, is what I do
not remember to have met with elfewhere ; and the
point on each fide the letter I. after the abbreviated
word coN. muft, I prefume, be afcribed to an error
of the workman. And likewife in the fecond in-
fcription, the divifion of the word pEvc-cvs, by
a point in the middle; the omiting the letter a. in
the abbreviated word aAG. for agente, and afterwards
interlining it ; and the imperfe&t letter ®. for p. in
the word patre, may beft be accounted for in that
way. The third panel might be left vacant, in order
to infert fome other infcription afterwards ; and the
lower part of the ftone is now wanting below the in-
{criptions.

I1I. In Number 111, the ornamental part of the
ftone has nothing in it, that requires obfervation.

(1) Antig. Afiat. Par. alter. pag. 1.
(2) See-ofs. De idololatr. L. ii. ¢c. 29. p. 167,
13) Durham. iv. ‘

Vor. 49. D d And
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And as to the infcription, the abbreviated word
vic. may doubtlefs ftand for vicfiz, the letter x. be-
ing refolved into ¢s. And fo we find the word wic-
fit for vixit, writen at length in Horfley (1). But
the name of the legion here mentioned, which is
called quartadecima gemina, may feem to be attended
with no {mall difficulty. The ftone happens to be
cracked quite thro, juft acrofs the numeral figures,
which exprefs the number of the legion ; but in fuch
a manner, as no ways to deface or obfcure them.
Now we learn from Tacitus, that four Roman le-
gions were fent into Britain in the reign of the em-
peror Claudius. Two of thefe were the twentieth
and the fourteenth, both which are mentioned in
thefe infcriptions.. And the former of them remained
here the greateft part of the time at leaft, that the
Romans continued in pofleflion of the ifland. But
the latter was ordered hence by Nero, then fent back
by Vitellius, and being recalled again at the begining
of Vefpafian’s reign, does not appear to have returned
any more. “ And that happening (as Horfley ob-
¢ ferves) before the opportunity or humour of erect-

~ % ing infcriptions obtained ; it is not to be wondered
“ at, that we do not find this fourteenth legion
“¢ mentioned in any infcription (2).”” However, this
Wroxeter ftone gives us both the name of that le-
gion, and an additional title of gemina fubjoined to
it; the origin of which title feems to have been
owing to Pompey, who had, as Caefar fais, among

(1) Cumberl, 1xx.
(2) Page 8o.

his
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his other legions of Roman citizens, wnam ex Sicilia
veteranam, quam fallam ex duabus gemellam appella-
vit (1). That there was a legion, which bore the
title of quartadecima gemina, is evident from feveral
of Gruter’s infcriptions ; but they all relate to foreign
countries, and not one of them to Britain. It is
mentioned alfo by Dion, as being in his time, that is,
under the reign of Severus, ftationed in Pannonia (2).
But it appears likewife from Cacfar, that he himfelf
had the legio quartadecima with him in Spain, not
long after the commencement of the civil war (3),
before the title gemella was introduced by Pompey.
And therefore had the title gemina been given to the
fourteenth legion, either before or while it was in
Britain ; it can {carce be fuppofed, that Tacitus, who
fo often mentions and extols that legion for its great
fervices done here, fhould intirely have omited it,
efpecially as he gives that title to the Jegio fertiade-
cima (4). Sir Henry Savile indeed reckons the /egso
guartadecima among thofe of Galba, and afcribes to
1t the title of gemina (§). But he produces no other
authority for it, than the pafiage before mentioned
from Dion, who there {peaks of this legion as having
that title in his own time, without any intimation,
when it firft received it. Befides, that it did not re-
“ceive the title of gemina during its refidence in Bri-
tain, feems further evident from hence, that we find

(1) B. C. Lib.iii. cap. 3.
(2) Lib.lv. pag. §64. edit. Leunclav.
(3) B. C. Lib. 1. cap. 44.
(4) Hift. Lib. iii. 57@. 7
(5) Tranflation of Tacitus, fub fin. p. 218.

Dd: no
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no other legion here at that time, with which it could
have been incorporated. For the other three, which
continued longer among us, namely, the lgio fe-
cunda Augufia, legio nona, and legio vicefima valens
viéFrix remained diftinét afterwards, and are all par-
ticularly mentioned by thofe different names.

I fhall only obferve further, that as there are two
legionary foldiers named in this and the firft infcri-
ption, mention is there made of the tribe, to which
each of them belonged, as Roman citizens ; whereas
in Horfley we have the monuments of three foldiers
of the legio fecunda Augufia, without any mention of
their tribes (1). There is indeed at Bath an infcri-
ption of another foldier, faid to have belonged to the
legio fecunda adjutrix, whofe tribe is there exprefled.
But as that legion does not appear to have ever been
in Britain, he may be fuppofed to have come hither
for his health, for which reafon it might be thought
proper to mention that circumftance. And perhaps
the moft probable way of accounting for the fame
thing, in relation to the perfons nominated in the firft
and laft of thefe infcriptions now under confidera-
tion, may be to. fuppofe, that the character here
given of the former, as deneficiarius legati principa-
lis, might occafion that regard being paid to his me~
mory in this funeral monument. And the latter
might come over on fome particular occafion, not
here mentioned, while the legzo quartadecima gemina,
to which he belonged, was ftationed elfewhere. But
{everal gentlemen in that neighbourhood defigning

(x) Scotl. xxxiii, Monum. 1. Midd. 1.
fhortly,
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fhortly, as I am informed, to renew their fearch im
and near the place, where thefe infcriptions were
found ; it is to be hoped, that fome further light
may by that means be gained, for the clearing up
thefe difficulties.

XXXII. Some Obfervations upon an American
Wafps-IVeft, [bewn to the Royal Society :
By Mpy. Ifrael Mauduit, F.R.S.

Read May 15,4 A'R. de Reaumur diftinguithes walps

1755 M into three clafles, from the diffe-
rent fituations, in which they place their nefts; fome
making choice of unfrequented parts of houfes,
fome of little cavities in the earth, and others of the
branches of trees for that purpofe. The firft of thefe
is the largeft fort, or hornet ; the fecond is the com-
mon fort here in England ; and the laft is more fre-
quent in America.

The neft, which I now do myfelf the honour to
communicate to this Society, was fent me from Mary-
land ; where they are found on the lower kinds of
trees, in the thickeft parts of their woods. This is
built upon a dogwood-tree, or the Cornus mas Vir-
giniana; and hangs quite detached from the reft of
the tree by an extreme branch, of little more than
an inch circumference: which, with its {maller di-
vifions running through the fubftance of the nett, an-
fwer the purpofe of pillars, to unite and {fuppost the
feveral floors of the building,

The
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