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VIIL An Account of a Mountain of Iron
Ore, at Taberg in Sweden, in a Letter
20 Mr. Peter Collinfon, F. R. §. By Pe-
ter Afcanius, M. D. Tranflated from the
Latin 4y Mr. Emanuel Mendes de Cofta,
F. R. S.

Dear Sir, _
Read Feb. 6, J Herewith fend you a fhort but accu-
1755- rate account, and explanation, of the

drawing 1 fhewed you, when I had the pleafure
to view your colletion of minerals, and we dif-
courfed on them. The fubje& is not unworthy your
curiofity and learning, which I have long heard of,

but which I now have the pleafure to be acquainted

with. ‘This fhort defcription I have extracted from
the journals of my travels; and it may perhaps be
of utility to fome future traveller, who may choofe to
vifit the place. Permit me to intitule it,

A Defcription of the Mountain, which is intirely
compofed of Iron Ore, at Taberg in Smalandia
in Sweden.

The mines of Sweden are juftly efteemed fuperior
to the mines of moft other countries ; and thofe of
iron are the moft famed. Among the moft curious
of the latter is that of Taberg, if, with propriety, it
can be called 2 mine. The Swedifh iron is, and has
always been, carried to moft parts of Europe, and

2 is
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is preferred to all other iron, for many reafons, as.
daily experience demonftrates.

Moft, but not all, iron ores are attralted by the
loadftone : the reafon feems to be for thofe, which
are not attracted, that there are no native particles of
iron, or that the ore is not fufficiently mineralifed in
them. The Swedith ores are almoft generally at-
tracted by the loadftone; and from that property, not
without reafon, many fkilful mineralifts account for-
the excellency of the Swedith iron. This moun-
tain is fituated in a fandy tra& of land, of which
the fand is extremely fine.. Oppofite to it is avalley,
through which a fmall river flows ; its perpendicu-.
lar height is. above four hundred feet; its circum~.
ference half a:Swedifh league, or three Englith miles.
The whole mountain. is- ene mafs of rich iron ore,
and even in fome parts is mixed with particles of
native iron. Wallerius’s Mineralogy Species 254,
Variety 2d. fynonyms it Ferrum Mineralifatum. S.
Minera ferri nigricans folida, Magneti amica; and
Linnzus, Syftema Naturz, p. 176. N° g. Ferrum in-
traGtabile cinereo-fufcum, pundtis nitidis ;. in which:
he contradits this ore being attracted by the load-
ftone, though all the fpecimens I have tried have:
been always attracted by it.. The broken pieces glit-
ter with fhining particles, fometimes placed in a
fcaled, and fometimes in a ftriated manner. The
neighbouring fmall rocks are of a greyifh flone:
(faxum purum). About two hundred years ago
(for fo long have they work’d on this mountain)
they blew up the mafies of ore; yet the mountain.
appears very little diminithed, except in the laves or
hollow places, which are at the foot of the moun-

tain,,
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tain, oppofite to the valley. By what has been faid,
it is to be underftood, that the iron ore does not lie
in regular ftrata, asin other places ; neither is the ore
every-where of equal goodnefs. There are many
perpendicular as alfo horizontal fiffures all over the
mountain, which are filled with the fame fand, re-
duced to a kind of fine mud-like pafte; and in
no part whatever is it impregnated with the leaft
particle of the iron ore of the mountain, but is of
the fame purity and nature, as it is found on the fea-
beaches, from whence often, by its lightnefs, it is
carried by the winds, and covers and deftroys whole
tralts of land, as it happens in Scania, Seeland, and
Holland. In the interior fiflures of the mountain,
bones of animals, as of ftags and other kinds, are
frequently found imbedded in the fand. No ore is
found beyond the foot of the mountain, nor on the
neighbouring plain; fo that it appears, as if the moun-
tain had been artificially laid on the fand, for it has
no roots, or, like other mountains, its fubftance does
not penetrate the ground. The ore breaks eafily,
and what is broke from the fides of the mountain
readily falls to the foot of it; while in other mines
the ore, with great trouble and cofts, is dug from the
bowels of the earth. The only inconveniency which
happens here is, that the fand, which is lodged in
very quantities in the fiffures, when the ore is blown
up, falls with it to the foot of the mountain, and
buries or covers it, which they are forced dig away
again : on which account they always blow up the
ore from the bottom of the mountain upwards, for
the greater eafe of the miners, and to hinder the
heaping of the fand at the bottom. They then car}rly

the
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the ore to the neighbouring furnaees, where being
roafted, and broken fmall, they mix it with lime-
ftone and powder’d coal, and fmelt it into iron.
Thefe particulars, attentively confidered, make this
mafs or mountain of iron ore, not only a very curious
production of nature among the Swedifh natural
rarities, but perhaps among thofe of the globe. The
generation and fite of this mountain are extremely
difficult to explain: the moft probable {yftem feems
to have recourfe to an inundation ; but as the moun-
tain is fituated in a high and mountainous tra&, and
is near forty Swedifh leagues diftant from the fea, no
other inundation but the univerfal deluge can be
brought to account for it. Perhaps it might be con-
jectured, that, by the violent and rapid motion of
waters, this mountain, which before was intirely bu-
ried in the fands, was uncovered and left bare. ~This
would indeed be probable, if the whole country
about it had been plain; but on the contrary it is a
very rugged tract, nor are there in the adjacent parts
the leaft veftiges of the fand being carried or diffi-
pated elfewhere. It therefore to me feems more
reafonable to attribute its origin or formation to
fubterranean caufes, which by violent fhocks chang-
ed the whole face of that region, and left the moun-
tain thus elevated and bare; becaufe we have no ex-
amples, to lead us to think (if we draw a conclufion
from fimilar cafes) that this mountain became thus
mineralized in every part of it, when bare or expofed,
as we now find it. ‘This alone is certain, that it was
once quite buried in the fands: the other particu-
lars we remain ignorant of. This is more probable,
as it appears more conformable-to reafon than ather
Vou. 49. F loxuriant
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luxuriant imaginary {yftems, which rather force than
elucidate, and very little agree with the laws of na-
ture. Who hitherto ‘has ever rightly explained the
origin of mountains? We perhaps know fome par-
ticular caufes, but how can we draw from them ge-
neral conclufions? The bones of animals, which: are
found in the interior fiffures of the mountain, demon.
firate it to be formed by a ruinous caufe. This
fuffices not to explain, but only to illuftrate, the fub-
je&. In the annexed Plate I. A is the mountain
Taberg. B, B, B, the heaps of broken ore. G, C, C,
the fand brought forth from the fiffures. .D, D, the
neighbouring ftony rock ; and E, the miners houfes.
Tam,

SIR, &e.
Peter Afcanius,

IX. An Account of an extraordinary Cafe
of a Child. By Mr. Richard Guy, Sur-

’ g‘ eoN.

Read Feb. 13. Child near feven years of age, the
1755 _ daughter of an eminent tradefman

in Bifhopfgate-ftreet, having languithed, for near
twelve months paft, of a fuppofed dropfy, and un-
dergone the moft {kilful treatment of feveral eminent
hyficians unfuccefsfully, died in an emaciated ftate.
By defire of the parent, I opened the body, ex-
pecting to find water, but, to my great furprize,
there appeared as follows: A large round folid fub-

ftance, fhaped in the form of an egg, weighing
fourteen
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