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XIV. An Aeccount of a Fifb from Batavia,
called Jaculator: In a Letter to Mr.
Peter Collinfon, F. R. §. from John Al-
bert Schloffer, M. D. F. R. §.

Dear Sir, Amfterdam, 22d Feb, 1763,
Read March 15, AVING lately received from
1764.

Mr. Hommel, governor of the
hofpital at Batavia, many uncommon fithes, well
preferved, amongft them is one as curious for it’s
fhape, as for it’s extraordinary manner of obtaining
it's food. Itis new to me, and, I believe, hath never
been obferved by any writer on natural hiftory. [Vide
Tas. X.]

I requeft the favour, that you will prefent this rare
fith to the Royal Society, ac a {mall, but fincere proof
of the gratitude and efteem, which I really have for
that refpetable, learned body.

Governor Hommel gives the following account of
the Jaculator or fthooting fith, a name alluding to it’s
nature. It frequents the fhores and fides of the fea
and rivers, in fearch of food. When it fpies a fly
fitting on the plants, that grow in fhallow water, it
fwims on to the diftance of four, five, or fix feet,
and then, with a furprizing dexterity, ite¢jects cut of
it’s tubular-mouth a fingle drop of water, which ne-
ver fails ftriking the fly into the fea, where it foon
becomes it’s prey.

Vor. L1V, N The
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The relation of this uncommon a&ion of this
cunning fith raifed the governor’s curiofity ; though
it came well attefted, yet he was determined, if pof-
fible, to be convinced of the truth, by ocular de-
montftration.

For that purpofe, he ordered a large wide tun to
be filled with fea-water; then had fome of thefe fith
caught, and put into it, which was changed every
other day. In a while, they feemed reconciled to
their confinement ; then he determined to try the ex-
periment.

A flender flick, with a fly pinnedon at it’s end,
was placed in fuch a diretion, on the fide of the
veflel, as the fith could firike it.

It was with inexpreflible delight, that he daily faw
thefe fith exercifing their fkill in fhooting at the fly,
with an amazing velocity, and never miffed the
mark,

In looking over that noble work of the Mufeum
of the king of Sweden, printed anno 1754, I met with
this Jaculator, well engraven, and dcfcribed, by the
learned Baron Linnzus, under the title of Chatodon,

pag. 61, plate 33.
Baron Linnzus’s Defcription.

Acanthopterygii-chztodon.

Chatodon roftratum, pinna dorfali poftice macula
fufca.

Corpus ovatum, compreffum ; fafcia grifea perpen-
dicularis fecat caput per oculos. Fafcia grifea perpen-
dicularis ab initio pinna dorfalis defcendit ante pec-

torales ad ventrales, Falcia grifea perpendicularis in
3 medio
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medio pifce. Fafcia fufca faturatior cingit caudam
ante radios. Macula fufca orbicularis in medio pin-
naz dorfalis ubi mutica.

Caput roftro elongato, fere ut in fyngnathis, dentes
in maxillis minimi. Narium foramina utrinque 2
ante oculos, membranz branchioftegz officula 3.
Opercula branchiarum fquamis tecta, ut in reliquis
congeneribus. Pinnz dorfi et ani ®quales, valde
tranfver{®, et lateribus {quamis te@z. -Dorfalis radiis
g-31 primoribus mucronatis, pofterioribus 31 molli-
bus, longioribus. Peorales radiis 14. Ventrales
radiis 6 mollibus, excepto primo {pinofo; eorum
fecundus reliquis longior.  Ani radiis 3=-20 pofterio-
ribus 20 longioribus, mollibus; primis 3 fpinofis,
caudz radiis 14, ®qualibus; parva '

Accedit proxime ad LABRUM roftro reflexo fafciis
lateralibus tribus fufcis, Amcen. Acad. 1. p. 313.

XIV.  An Account of the Polifb Cochineal :
In a Letter to Mr. Henry Baker, F.R.S.
from Dr. Wolfe, of Warfaw.

Warfaw, April 4, 1763.7

Read March 29, OCCI Polonici funt ova, vel
‘764. . . . .

potius pupe infecti nondum fatis

cogniti, que ad radices variarum plantarum adharent,
et verfus finem Julii ab evulfis radicibus ope cultri
abraduntur et colliguntur. Planta ille funt valde va-

ri@, nec quotannis in una eademque fpecie reperiun-
. tug
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