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XXXII. Extralt of a Letter from Dr.

John Hope, Profeffor of Medicine and

Botany in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, 2
Dr. Pringle ; dated Edinburgh, 24 Sep-
tember, 17635,

Read Nov.7, I N autumn 163, I received from

1765- Dottor Mounfey the feeds of the
Rbeum palmatum, which he affured me were the
feeds of the true Rhubarb. I fowed them immedi-
ately in the open ground in the Botanic garden. In
the beginning of May laft, one of the plants from
thefe feeds pufhed up a flowering ftem, and about the
middle of the manth, the flowers began to open, and
continued in great beauty till the 8th or gth of June:
during this period, the wind was from the eaft, and
extremely cold, and both the air and ground very
dry. Thefe circumftances had a great effect on the
flowers; for, at their firft appearance one cold day,
many of them turned black, and I imagined they
would have been totally deftroyed: they recovered
however, and opened very well, and I had the plea-
fure of colleGting near thirty feeds, fome of which,
I hope, will prove fertile,

I employed Mr. De la Cour to make the draw-
ings, who, though a good painter, is no botanift ;
this defect was fully fupplied by Mr. Samuel Bard
of New York, ftudent in this univerfity, who made
the drawings'of the fructification in plate X11I. fig.
4. a,a,a, b,¢,d.

I was
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I was fo much afraid the feverityof the cold would
deftroy the flowers, that I caufed the drawings of the
plant to be taken when it was four feet high; but in
lefs than fourteen days it grew to eight, and at that
time was moft beautiful, with numerous and lofty
panicles of flefh-coloured flowers, and large elegant
leaves at its bafe., Itis proper to take notice, that
the foliage at the bafe of the plant delineated in
Plate XII. did not all belong to one plant, but to
two or three, which accidentally grew fo clofe to-
gether, that it was impoffible to make a drawing of
the flowering plant fingly, without deftroying the
reft, which feemed unneceflary, and I could by no
means confent to : further, the figure of the root in
Plate XIII. was not taken from the root of the flow-
ering plant, but from another fprung from the fame
feeds. On cutting this root acrofs, I found it very
fucculent, the juice a little mucilaginous and of a
{weetifh tafte. Although the root was taken up a
great deal too young, and at an improper feafon
(viz. in July) yet it had moft perfeltly the fimell of
the true rhubarb ; and when chewed, though it was
at firft foft and mucilaginous, it foon difcovered ex-
ally the tafte of the beft foreign rhubarb. I have
made trials of the powder of the root in the fame
dofes, in which the foreign rhubarb is given, and
found no difference in its effets; its operation being
equally eafy and powerful.

From the perfet fimilarity of this root with the
beft foreign rhubarb in tafte, fmell, colour, and pur-
ative qualities, we cannot doubt of our being at laft
poffefled of the plant, which produces the true rhu-
Ppa2 barb,
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barb, and may reafonably entertain the agreeable ex-
pectations of its proving a very important acquifition
to Britain.

I have fubjoined a botanical defcription of the
Plant.

Rbeum Palmatum Linn. Sp. Pl. Rhabarbarum verum
Med.

Radix ramofa perennis.

Folia radicalia (ad 16) bipedalia, petiolata: petioli
pedales teretes, fuperne fubplani, glabri, viridis
coloris, fed in quibufdam partibus maculis par-
vis anguftis purpureis notati, in aliis penitus fere
purpurei, Hi petioli, qui funt pedales, ad bafin fo-
liorum definunt in 3 vel 5 coftas inferne promi-
nentes ; folia ipfa funt ovata, profunde incifa,
laciniis acutiufculis ; pagina fuperior eft viridis,
inferior alboviridis, ambz fcabriufculz.

Caulis erectus, fubteres, fiftulofus, articulatus, vagina-
tus, glaber, obfolete ftriatus, octopedalis 2 uncias
ad bafim in latitudinem patebat. 14 articuli,
quorum finguli a parte infima ufque ad nonum
unico folio reflexo inftrudi fuerunt. Hzc folia
funt alterna, & fuperiora gradatim minora, petio-
lufque ad fuam bafin, vaginam membranaceam
caulem cingentem format.

Pedunculi plures ex alis foliorum prodeunt
fubere&i, inzquales (quorum medius ceteris
duplo longior), ftriati, teretes, ad bafim planiuf-
culi, exque horum lateribus alii pedunculi ﬁl-
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mili modo dividendi, vel fimplices tenues pedicelli
fuftentantes nudum florem.

Confer Linnzi Genera plantarum de defcriptione par-
tium fructificationis qua apprime in hanc con-
venit. :

Sapor, odor, & color radicis eadem ac in radice exotica.

Florum fapor aftringens, herbaceus, fubacidus ; odor
nullus.

Foliorum fubftantiz fapor fubamarus, aftringens, her-
baceus ; coftaram fapor acidus, fubamarus, &
proprium aliquid valde ingratum, -non facile ver-
bis exprimendum, exhibens. Caulis fapor debilis
fubacidus.

Tas. XII. Rheum palmatum florens exhibet.

Tasz. XIIL Fig. 1. radicem magnitudine naturali di-

midio minorem exhibet.

- Fig. 2. plantam flores & folia caulina ex-

pandentem exhibet.

Fig. 3. folium fextuplo minus foliis radica-

libus plantz exhibet.

Fig. 4. pedunculus communis magnitudinis

naturalis eft. '

.aaa florem; & piftillum (fed non fatis explica-

tum); ¢ femen maturum; 4 feGtionem tranf-
verfam ejufdem exhibent, magnitudine naturali.
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