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XXIV. A Letter from John Call, E/fz;
to Nevil Mafkelyne, F. R. 8. Aftronomer
Royal, containing a Sketch of the Signs of
the Zodiac, found in a Pagoda, near Cape
Comorin 7z India,

S'IR,

Read May 14, S a member of the Royal Society,

177 and one whofe ftudy is particularly
dirc@ed to the motions of the heavenly bodies, I
think you the moft proper perfon to whom I can
fend the inclofed fketch [Tab. X.], which I drew
with a pencil, as I lay on my back refting myfelf
during the heat of the day, in a journey from Ma-
durah to Twinwelly, near Cape Comorin. And I
fend it to you rather in the original, as I then
fketched it off, than in any more complete form,
left it fhould thereby have more the appearance
of compofition, and leave not fo ftrong an im=
preflion of antiquity, as it made on me when I dif-
covered it. .,

After fuch a difcovery, I fearched in my travels
many other pagodas, or choultrys, for fimilar carvings;
but, to the beft of my remembrance, never found
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but one more equally complete, which was on the
ceiling of a temple, in the middle of a tank before
the pagoda of Teppecolum, near Mindurah, of
which tank and temple Mr. Ward, painter in Broad-
ftreet, near Carnaby-market, hath a drawing ; but
I have often met with the feveral parts in detached
pieces.

From the correfpondence of the figns of the zo-
diac which we at prefent ufe, and which we had, I
believe, from the Arabians or Egyptians, I am apt
to think that they originally came from India, and
were in ufe among the Bramins, when Zoroafter and
Pythagoras travelled thither, and confequently
adopted and ufed by thofe travellers: and as thefe
philofophers are ftill fpoken of in India, under the
names of Zerdhurft and Pyttagore, I fhould alfo
hazard another idea, that the worfhip of the cow,
which ftill prevails in India, was tranfplanted from
thence to Egypt.  But this is only conje¢ture; 2nd
it may with almoft equal probability be faid, that
Zoroafter or Pythagoras carried that worfhip to India.

However, I think there is an argument fiill in fa-
vour of India for its antiquity, in peint of civilization
and cultivation of the arts and {ciences; for it is
hardly in difpute that all thefe improvements came
from the eaft to the weft; and, if we may be al-
lowed to draw any conclufions from the immenfe
buildings now exifting, and from the little of the
infcriptions, which can be interpreted on feveral of
the choultrys and pagodas, I think it may fafely be
pronounced, that no part of the world has more
marks of antiquity for arts, {ciences, and civiliza-
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tion, than the peninfula of India, from the Ganges
to Cape Comorin; nor is there in the world a finer
climate, or face of the country, nor a fpot better
inhabited, or filled with towns, temples, and vil-
lages, than this fpace is throughout, if China and
parts of Europe are excepted.

I think the carvings on fome of the pagodas and
choultrys, as well as the grandeur of the work, ex-
ceeds any thing executed now-a-days, not only for
the delicacy of the chiffel, but the expence of con-
ftruion, confidering, in many inftances, to what
diftances the component parts were carried, and to
what heights raifed. If Mr. Kittle the painter, now
in India, fhould have time and opportunity, after he
hath made his fortune by portrait drawing, it would -
be a great addition to his reputation, and well worth
his pains, to inveftigate the nature of the Indian archi-
teture and carving, by painting fome of the moft
curious buildings, or parts of pagodas. The great
obftacle to afcertaining dates, or hiftorical events, is
the lofs of the Sans-Skirrit language, and the confine-
ment of it to the priefthood. I fhould have taken
fome pains to have colle€ted many things; but the
number of revolutions and occupations which hap-
pened always prevented me.

I alfo commit to your infpeCion the * manufcripts
of Mr. Robins, which he gave me at his death;

* "T'hefe I communicated to the Royal Society, together with
this letter ; but being examined by myfelf, Mr. Raper, Mr,
Cavendifh, and Mr. Horfley, at the defire of the Saciety, they
were not found to contain any thing material more than has
been already printed ; excepting a treatife cn military difcipline :
which, if it fhould be thought of ufe, may be inferted in the
next edition of his works, N. M
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I believe moft of them have been printed, but if
there are any which have not, or that can amufe
you or inftru& others, you are welcome to ufe them
as you pleafe: I only wifh they may contain any
thing ufeful. While he lived, I purfued thofe ftu-
dies ; but, foon after his death, new fcenes arofe,
“and engaged me more in pratical fervice, than al-
lowed me time for theory, or experiments. I am,
however, a conftant well-wither to the progrefs of
arts and fciences, as well as ftudy ; and very much,

SIR,
Your obedient,

humble fervant,

Jn° Call,

XXV, 4n



