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XLVIL. Defeription of a double Uterus
and Vagina. By John Purcell, M. D.

Frofeffor of Anatomy in the College of

Dublin,  Communicated by Dr. Mor-
ton.

Dublin, April 7, 2774~
Redde, Junez3, F AST fummer the body of a
1774 woman, who had died in labour
in the ninth month of her pregnancy, was dif-
feGted at the Anatomical Theatre of Trinity Col-
lege. Upon opening the abdomen, an wterus ap-
peared of fuch a fize and form as are generally ob-
ferved at that period, It contained a full grown
vetus 3 but was furnithed with only one ovarium and
one fallopian tube, which were fituated on the right
fide. On the left was placed a fecond uferus uoin
prcgtmted and of the ufual fize, to which the othet
ovarium and tube were annexed. But thefe two
uteri were totally diftinct and feparated from each
other, except at the lower extremity of their necks,
where their union extended a quarter of an inch,
and an acute angle was-formed between them. T here
was nothing extraordinary in the formation of the
external parts of generation ; but from each fide of

the meatus urinarius a membrane ran downwards;,
and
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and the two, having comprehended this orifice be-
tween them, were joined together a little below it,
fo as to form, by'their union, a feptum or mediaflinum,
which taking the remainder of its origin from all
that prominent ridge called the fuperior columna,
and defcending perpendicularly, was inferted into
the inferior columna, fo as to extend from the en-
trance of the vagina as far backward as its pofterior
extremity,and thus to divide it into two tubes of
nearly equal dimenfions. But each of thefe did not
lead folely to the womb of its own fide; for the
right vagina became gradually wider as it ran back-
ward, and at laft was fo far dilated as to compre-
hend, within its circumference, the orifices of both
uteri 3 while that on the left fide, having taken an
oblique direltion, ended.in a cul de fac, or cwcum.
Such a conformation. might have rendered it totally
ulele(s : to prevent which, Nature, fertile in expe-
dients, {eems to have had recourfe to a very extra-
ordinary contrivance. This was a fiffure in the fep-
tum, an inch in length, and about an inch diftant
from the womb of that fide. Although its circum-
ference was perfectly fmooth, we muft acknowledge
that it might have arifen from an accidental rupture
of the feptum ; the lips of the wound not uniting,
and, in procels of time, becoming callous; and
yet, I imagine, that the parts were originally formed
in this manner, in order to preferve a communica-
tion between the two vagine.

Thus it. appears, that both uferi might be im-
pregnated. through either wagina, as that on the
right fide led direftly to both; and as, by means of
the fiflure in the. feptum, the femen could eafily be
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thrown from the left vagina into the right, where
the apertures of the two wombs were placed.
Through the latter paflage both wferi would feem to
have an equal chance for impregnation; for, not-
withftanding that which contained the foetus was
placed almoft direétly in a line with the axis of the
right vagina : yet this probably was not its original
pofition ; but by degrees its bulk increafed fo much
as neceflarily to occupy the middle fpace, and pufth
the unimpregnated one afide. But, however fur-
prizing it may feem at firft view, yet there is reafon
to imagine, that the right womb, though at a greater
diftance, would be much more apt to conceive than
the other, if the left vagina only had been made ufe
of. For when this was diftended, it appeared that
the pofterior part of the feprun, by its protuberance,
clofed up and covered the left os finee 5 and, as fuch
would probably be the cafe in copulation, the femen
not finding a ready admiffion into it, would pafs
over to the right orifice, where its entrance could
not be fo much obftruted. So that, if we may
hazard a conjeture, I think it more likely, fince the
right uterus alone conceived, that the left vagina had
generally been employed.

It was a prevailing opinion among the ancients, that
male children were conceived in the right fide of the
womb, and females in the left. Having fo few oppor-
tunities of diffecting human fubjes, they.depended too-
much on the analogy of the ftru€ure of brutes, which
has been the principal fource of the many erroneous
defcriptions which we meet with in their works.
%t is well known that the wferas of many quadrupeds.

is divided into two carmua, in which the feerus® are
bdng 3
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lodged ; and jt was not very abfurd to conclude,
that Nature might have formed them for the diftin&
repofitories of the two fexes. Accordingly this was
fuppofed to take place in the human asrerus, which
has been defcribed and delineated as if diftinguifhed
into two chambers. Hence arofe the opinion, which
is received in fome places to this day, that a very
fure prognoftic, with regard to the fex of the child,
may be drawn from the fide of the belly on which
the tumour is more fenfibly felt. Difletions being
now more frequent have proved, that the human
womb -generally has only one undivided cavity ; fo
that the foetus, let it come from which tube it may,
will, when arrived to a certain fize, occupy it en-
tirely. This obfervation, however, is not fufficient
to refute the fuppofition that each fex might have its
peculiar ovarium ; and fome authors pretend, that
they are able to determine how many males or fe-
males any animal has brought forth, by examining
the number of cicatrices on its ovaria. For, when
females only had been produced, the right ovarium
was found ftill full of weficles, but the left quite
exhaufted. That this is not always the cafe in
brutes, appears from the obfervation of Dr. HARVEY,
who frequently found male foetus’ in the left cornu,
and females in the right. In the human fubjec,
opportunities of afcertaining this matter muft occur
very feldom. We have an inftance, recorded by
CcYPRIAN, where both a boy and a giri were con-
ceived, although the right tube was waniing. But
the prefent cale affords another example, which is
decifive ; for here the impregnated uterus had not
the fmalleft communication with the left cvarium or
tube, and yet it contained a female foerus,

The
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The faptum was not merely membranoue, but
flethy, sndof a confiderable thicknefs; and, like
moft other mediaflina in the human body, confifted
of two lamine combined. Of thefe each wvagina
furnithed one; for each had its own conflriétor, and,
being completely furrounded by mufcular fibres,
bad a power of contra@ion independent on the
other ; ‘which could not be effeted if both va-
gine were comprehended ‘within the fame mufcular
rings, and feparated by a membrane incspable of
altion.

It has been the opinion of many modern authors
of the firft reputation, that the fundus is that part of
the wwomb, whofe extent increafes, in. the greateft
proportion, during pregnancy; and: upon this fup-
pofition, they have founded various theorics. One
ot the principal arguments which they propofe, in
fupport of their opinion, is, that the infertion of the
fallopian tubes is removed from the angles of the
uterus, and gradually defcends towards its neck, fo
that a fhort time before delivery they are at a very
great diftance from their former pofition. HALLER
does not attempt to deny thefe fats ; but mentions
three inftances where the tubes did not change their

lace. But PETIT, in his Meswoire on the caufe
and mechanifin of c‘hi-ld-birtb, is clearly of opi-
nion, that the whole dofrine is deftitute of foun-
dation, He afferts, that the jfundus increafes lefs
than-any other part, and that ‘the furprifing growth
of the womb is effeCted by frefh fupplies of fibres,
fucceffively - furnithed by the neck and parts -ad-
joining. As a decifive proof, he infifts, that the
infertion of the tubes continues. nearly in the fame

place, and accounts for the error of the abovemen-
tioned
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tioned anthors by obferving, thatasthe fundas is pithed
upwards by the growtlr of the other parts, a greater
tion-of . the tubes will adhere to the furface of the
womb, and thus the apparent place of infertion be
~very far diftant from the redl one. This remark is
verified in the prefent inftance ; for the tube at firft
fight appears to penctrate into the middle of the
uterus ; but, upon a clofer infpection, and by intro.
ducing a briftle, it is found to run for a confiderable
fpace between it and the coat, which it receives
from the peritoneum, and at length to enter into its
cavity not very far from the fpot which it may be
fuppofed to have oceupicd before impregnation.

- With regard to fuperfeetation, it is evident how
eafily it might have been effeted in the prefent fub-
ject; and the fuppofition of a double uterus can
reddily-account for it on many other occafions. But
this is a matter on which it would be needlefs to
dwell any longer, asit has been very fully treated in
GRAVEL’s Duffertation, publifhed in HALLER’s
Colletion; where we meet with a fimilar inftance
of two uteri and a vagina, the anterior part of which
was divided by a féptum ; but whofe pofterior portion
was fingle, where the feprum was difcontinued.
HALLER, in ‘his Opufcula Fathologica, gives the
hiftory of a young lady of quality who had two
wombs, each of an oval fhape, and furnithed with
its own peculiar vagina. One of thefe vagine was
anterior, and communicated with: the right womb ;
the other was pofterior, and led to- the left. And
it is worth' obferving, that in thefe two cafes, and in
moft others of the fame kind, which have been
hitherto obferved, :each aterus had only one cvarium
:nd one tube.

A double
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A double uferus is defcribed by o. AcrEL, ina
treatife printed at Stockholm, in 1762; and in the
feventh volume of HALLER’s Elementa Phyfiologie,
various authors are referred to, who deferve to be
confulted upon this fubjet. In fome of thefe we
find examples of two wombs, or one uterus, divided
into two esrnua, In other inflances the wferus re-
tained its proper external appearance, although it
was really double, its cavity being divided by a
Jeptum.

Since, therefore, it is certain that, in the ftruGure
of the parts of generation, Nature frequently de-
viates from her ordinary courfe, praltitioners in mid-
wifery ought to confider how many difliculties they
may, perhaps, be expofed to by not attending to
the poflibility of fometimes meeting with thofe
organs formed in the fame manner as in the fub-
ject of this effay. An attention of this kind would
probably have been of the utmoft confequence in
the prefent cafe; for the orifice of the unimpreg-
nated wferus was fo far dilated, as eafily to admit
two fingers, which might have arifen from the at-
tempts of the midwife to bring on delivery: nor
can we conceive any thing more vexatious than fuch
a cafe would prove, were it to fall into the hands
of an inexperienced perfon; as the orifices of the
different wombs prefenting themfelves alternately to
his touch, he might entertain doubts of the preg-
nancy of his patient, even when her labour was
approaching ; and, by endeavouring to dilate the
left vagina, all his efforts to promote delivery would
only ferve to render it more difficult, or perhaps

impra€ticable.
XLVIIL. 4 Letter
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